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- Examples of Summary

Summarizing an article full of technical information is difficult because you
have to understand the article thoroughly in order to condense it.
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Bernstein’s “Class Society”

In “Is America Becoming More of a Class Society?“ Aaron Bernstein argues
that the U.S. economy is becoming more stratified based on a worker’s educa-
tional level. America has traditionally been a land of opportunity in which
steady upward mobility was available to everyone. In the period up until the
1980s, all workers, regardless of education or dass, made similar economic
gains. However, new economic data shows that in the 80s, the American econ-
omy began to stratify, with mobility decreasing for workers with low skills and
mobility increasing for educated workers. The same patterns of inequality con-
tinued into the early 1990s. Today, the salaries of workers with low skills are
losing ground to inflation while the salaries of workers with college degrees are
increasing. The mobility for low-income groups in the United States is now as
low as, if not lower than, that of similar groups in many European countries.
Many working families in this country are being forced to rely on food aid to
make ends meet. The outlook for the 90s is no different, and the author con-
cludes that the continued division between the classes threatens our demo-
cratic identity.
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Bernstein's “Class Society”

America has traditionally been a land of opportunity in which steady
upward mobility was available to everyone. Workers who started at the bottom
and worked hard could rise through the ranks to the top of a company. As
long as such opportunities were available, Americans have been willing 1o tol-
erate wide gaps between rich and poor. However, new economic studies show
that mobility is decreasing for the poor while increasing for the affluent and
well educated. The American dream of working hard and moving up is no
longer a reality for many Americans who find themselves trapped in a series of
menial jobs with low pay and no chance for advancement. In “Is America
Becoming More of a Class Society?,” Aaron Bernstein argues that the US.
economy is becoming more stratified based on a worker’s educational level.

In the period up until the 1980s, the majority of workers, regardless of
education or class, made similar economic gains. In the period from 1947 to
1973, the incomes of poor families rose faster than the incomes of rich fami-
lies, and most economists agree that mobility was significantly greater in the
50s and 60s than it is today. Even as recently as the 70s, however, workers



