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What is a thesis statement?

The thesis statement is the sentence that tells the main idea of the whole essay. It can be
compared to a topic sentence, which gives the main idea of a paragraph. It usually
comes at or near the end of the introductory paragraph.

Look at the essay in exercise 1 on page 57 again. Underline the thesis statement.
In these introductory paragraphs, underline the thesis statement. Then circle the topic

and draw another line under the main idea in each thesis statement. Share your
answers with a partner.

a.
Befo

chips, roast beef, ﬁ;ﬁ;}é’ﬁ pie, rice pudding and endiess cups of tea. These foods a

in Britain, but during my travels, | discovered that there is so much more to ea

UK. Feople from all over the world have made their home in Britaln, and they have brought

with them their own food. Even in small towns, you can find Chinese, Indian and Italian

restaurants, amongst others. The UK can be divided into different regions that each has

fte own characteristic foods influericed by the cuiture of the people who live there.
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b.
Evervbody knows the koala, that sweet Australian animal that

resemnbles a teddy bear. Although kealas look like toys, they are

actually strong climbers and spend their days in the treetops.

Mother koalas carry their bubies around from tree lo tree in a

pouch. or pocket, on their stomach. Although there were millions

of koalas in Australia in the past, they are now a protected

species of animal. As a result of human population growth,

deforestation and hunting, the number of koalas has declined.
e.

Taoisn is an ancicent philesophy froms Asia that places great importasnce on tHie natoral
ceorld, Taoists befieve that spirit ces be /&zfm/ it BVERY pPerson or thing, ;’3’;:;’;35; ar ;:4?:1*1'{;0}5_{;‘
For the Taoist, even a mousitait or a stose contaius 5}71’1?’5. Lao Tsis, a0 Tooist writer and
jp!}i’/iasap/m; said, ’F’m/?/:? ﬁ*/ﬁm! carths. Eartlh ffﬂ//} wars fieavess. Heavens f&fbe; s the Tao. The Too
ff?!'flm s wdrat is patural’. For thousauds ﬁf “years iy Ching and other Asian countries, gardens
Jrave beess an important way to create a place where people cas f{*c’/ the sprrit ;;jp{fw ssatiral
rwordd, Creating a ?I;'u:};f%ghm'ﬂ*r: s aer airt. No tnw 72?;;&1«;{9{1;27’5:;5 are g‘/m:f{z/ alike, et alf

Feroist ;}muﬂmz{ fclide /:?.'sr essenitial elesnents: wates; moustanss, b n'/n’h:g’ﬁ asud {ﬁ‘i}{;}ef&




