
Lecture04: Research Proposal 

How to Write a Research Proposal 

A research proposal is a structured document that outlines your research plan, 

including the problem, objectives, methodology, and expected outcomes. It is 

commonly required for academic research projects, including theses, dissertations, 

and grant applications. 

1. Title Page 

• The title should be concise, clear, and informative, reflecting the main 

research topic. 

• Include your name, institution, supervisor's name, and date of submission 

(if required). 

2. Abstract (Optional but Recommended) 

• A brief summary (150–250 words) covering the research problem, 

objectives, methodology, and significance. 

• This helps readers quickly understand the essence of your research. 

3. Introduction 

• Background & Context: Provide an overview of the research topic and its 

significance. 

• Research Problem: Clearly define the specific issue you will investigate. 

• Research Questions: List the key questions your study aims to answer. 

• Objectives: Outline the goals of your research (e.g., "To analyze the impact of 

X on Y"). 

• Significance: Explain why this research is important and what contribution it 

will make. 

4. Literature Review 

• Summarize key existing research related to your topic. 

• Highlight gaps in the literature and explain how your research will fill these 

gaps. 

• Cite relevant sources to show you understand the scholarly context. 

5. Methodology 

• Research Design: Describe whether your study is qualitative, quantitative, or 

mixed-methods. 

• Data Collection: Explain how you will gather data (e.g., surveys, interviews, 

experiments, textual analysis). 

• Data Analysis: Describe the techniques or tools you will use to analyze the 

data. 



• Ethical Considerations: Mention any ethical concerns and how you will 

address them (e.g., confidentiality, informed consent). 

6. Expected Outcomes & Contribution 

• Predict the possible results and their implications. 

• Explain how your research will contribute to academic knowledge or practical 

applications. 

7. Timeline (Optional but Useful) 

• Provide a research schedule (e.g., a Gantt chart or timeline) to show your plan 

for completing different phases of the project. 

8. References/Bibliography 

• List all the sources you have cited in your proposal using a proper citation 

style (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.). 

9. Appendices (If Necessary) 

• Include any additional materials, such as survey questions, interview guides, 

or detailed tables. 

Tips for Writing a Strong Research Proposal 

• Be clear, concise, and well-structured. 

• Use academic language and avoid vague or overly broad statements. 

• Demonstrate critical engagement with the literature. 

• Ensure your research problem is specific and researchable. 

• Proofread and edit to eliminate errors. 

 


