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o Jacqueline Marina; the Cambridge companion to Friedrich Schleiermacher, Cambridge

university press, New York 2005.p1/02.

— The original text: Schletermacher was born the son of a Prussian army chaplain in Breslau
in lower Silesia in 1768. His early education was provided by the Moravian Brethren

(Herrnhuter), a strict pietist community that strove to be true to the reformist aims of . J.
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Spener’s Pia Desideria (1675). At Niesky (1783) Schleiermacher was exposed to an
enlightened humanistic curriculum. His talents were recognized, and he was advanced to
the seminary at Barby (1785). There he formed a secret club in which he and his classmates
read Kant, Goethe, and other contemporary German writers. As a result of this exposure, as
well as of the narrow theological pedagogy of that school, he began to have doubts about
certain Christian doctrines. In 1787 he transferred to the more liberal University of Halle,
where he continued in theology, with philosophy and classical philology as minor fields.
Nevertheless, Schleiermacher never renounced his early religious training. In a letter to
George Reimer in 1802 he wrote, “‘I have become a Herrnhuter again, only of a higher order.
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