
Indian & Chinese Ethics 
BUDDHISM. Buddhism can be traced to the experiences of Siddhartha 
Gautama, born a prince around 560 B.C.E. at Lumbini near the capital of 
the Kingdom of Shakya, India. Gautama is often called Shakyamuni or 
Sakyamuni, after his birthplace. According to early accounts of his life, 
Gautama grew up in the court and was shielded from contact with the real 
mundane world of the people he would someday rule. He married at 17 and 
fathered a child. However, his life changed dramatically in 529 B.C.E. 
when he departed from the palace, abandoned his worldly existence, and 
began a career as a wandering seeker for the meaning of life. Gautama 
spent the next six years visiting various Indian religious groups, sitting with 
several teachers of renown, and experimenting with many religious 
practices, such as asceticism and meditation. His search ended in 523 
B.C.E., while he was in meditation and contemplation at the foot of a tree, a 
"Bodhi tree," located at Sarnath, a site still considered a hallowed 
Buddhist shrine. As this period of meditation began, Gautama is said to 
have made the following vow: 

"Let my body be dried up on this seat, Let my skin and bones and flesh be 
destroyed So long as Bodhi is not attained… My body and thought will not 
be removed from this seat." He attained the "Bodhi," or enlightenment, in 
523 B.C.E., and as a result became known as Gautama the Buddha or the 
Enlightened One. After this enlightenment, Buddha began to preach and 
teach, and a group of disciples gathered around him. A movement began to 
grow, particularly in northwest India. Buddha died of dysentery about 480 
B.C.E. 

Much of the essence of Buddhism is found in the teachings of the Buddha, 
which outline the Dharma, the true way of life. The Dharma is remarkably 
simple, for all its profundity, and lends itself easily to a brief summary. All 
Buddhists share a belief in the Buddha's Dharma, which centers upon the 
four basic truths and the "noble eightfold path." The four basic truths are: 
1) all existence entails suffering; 2) the cause of suffering is desire, i.e., the 
thirst for pleasure, prosperity, and continued life (it is this thirst for 
continued life that begets rebirth); 3) the way to escape suffering, existence, 
and rebirth is to rid one's self of desire; and 4) to be emancipated from 
desire, one must follow the eightfold path. 

The noble eightfold path is pictured in the eight-spoked wheel, a symbol 
second only to the seated Buddha as a sign of Buddhist faith. The path 
consists of: 1) right understanding, 2) right resolve,3) right speech, 4) right 
conduct, 5) right livelihood, 6) right effort,7) right attention, and 8) right 



concentration. Various Buddhist groups would accept the eightfold path 
but disagree on their interpretation of it and the emphasis on, and priority 
of, certain aspects of it. This difference will often be manifest in the words 
that English Buddhist groups use to translate the language of the eightfold 
path in their literature. 

 

CHINESE PHILOSOPHY: ETHICS 

The first recorded dynasty in Chinese history is the Shang (1766–1050 
BCE). It came to an end when the Zhou family overthrew the Shang and 
justified its act on the grounds that the Shang kings had become corrupt 
and forfeited the right to rule conferred by the ruling force of the 
world, tian (which literally means "sky" and is usually translated as 
"Heaven"). Although the Zhou kings claimed validation by Heaven, their 
rule declined in the time of Kongzi (551–479 BCE; better known in the 
West by his Latinized name Confucius), entailing a breakdown of the 
social, political, and moral order. The dao, the way or path, that the Zhou 
claimed to possess was lost. As Angus C. Graham (1989) puts it, the 
primary question of the age was: Where is the dao? Whoever could 
rediscover it could regain the de, the human power and excellence, that 
enabled the early Zhou kings to create the golden age of harmony and 
flourishing that was lost. Each philosophy of the ancient period provides its 
version of the dao. 

Confucian Ethics 

Benjamin Isadore Schwartz (1985) characterizes the Confucian dao as 
emphasizing respect for rightful authority, where the rightfulness of 
authority is based on the achievement of ethical excellence. Confucianism is 
a virtue ethic because of its central focus on three interrelated subjects: 
character traits identified as the virtues; the good and worthwhile life; and 
contextualist modes of ethical deliberation. The virtues are traits of 
character that are necessary for living a good life and that typically involve 
judging in the context at hand what must be done. The virtues belong to 
the junzi (the noble person, most often translated as "gentleman"), who is 
living in accord with the dao. Such a person can be said to have realized in 
a high degree the overall ethical excellence that befits human beings. 

Consider the virtue of ren. In 12.22 Kongzi identifies ren with loving or 
caring for people. Understood in this way, ren is one particular virtue 
among a number possessed by the junzi such as wisdom and courage. 
Translators such as D. C. Lau (1979) focus on this meaning of ren and 



translate it as "benevolence." However, ren has a much broader meaning 
in the Analects (but perhaps not in the Mengzi, where it seems restricted to 
the meaning of a particular virtue). At a number of places, ren is associated 
with an array of different virtues: for example, the observance of ritual in 
3.3, and sympathetic understanding of others in 6.30. In fact, ren seems so 
closely associated with the ideal of the junzi, or morally noble person, that 
it seems to stand for complete human excellence. 

A virtue distinctive of the Confucian ethic is that of ritual observance or 
ritual propriety. In the Analects the rituals (li ) include ceremonies 
of ancestor worship, the burial of parents, and the rules governing 
respectful and appropriate behavior between parents and children. In 
general, the li in the Analects are ceremonies or customary practices that 
express one or more of several ethically significant attitudes: reverence, 
respect, care, gratitude, and a feeling of indebtedness. Later, the word 
came to cover a broad range of customs and practices that spelled out 
courteous and respectful behavior between people occupying specific social 
stations. Herbert Fingarette (1972) argues that this emphasis on ritual 
propriety conveys the profound insight that ceremonies, customs, and 
conventions constitute much of what is distinctive about human activity. A 
handshake means nothing unless understood against a background of 
conventions that establish the relevant physical movements as a way of 
greeting another person. So too, many of the ways of respecting and 
expressing care or gratitude toward others are possible only because they 
have been conventionally established as ways to express those attitudes. 
This implies that ren as complete human excellence cannot be understood 
as something separate and independent from li. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ةینیصلاو ةیدنھلا قلاخلأا

 دلایملا لبق 560 ماع يلاوح اریمأ دَلِوُ يذلا ،اماتوغ اتراھدیس براجت ىلإ ةیذوبلا دوعت 
 مسا اماتوغ ىلع قلطی ام ابلاغ .دنھلاب ایكاش ةكلمم ةمصاع نم برقلاب ينیبمول يف

 ،ھتایح نع ةركبملا تایاورلل اقفوو .ھسأر طقسم مسا ىلع ، ينومایكاس وأ ينومایكاش
 نیذلا صاخشلأو يویندلا ملاعلاب لاصتلاا نم ایمحم ناكو يكلملا رصقلا يف اماتوغ أشن

 يف ریبك لكشب ھتایح تریغت ،كلذ عمو .لافط بجنأو 17 نس يف جوزت .ام اموی مھمكحیس
 ةینھملا ھتایح أدبو ،ةیویندلا ھبساكم نع ىلختو ،رصقلا رداغ امدنع دلایملا لبق 529 ماع
 .ةایحلا ىنعم نع لوجتم ثحابك

 ،ةیدنھلا ةینیدلا تاعامجلا فلتخم ةرایز يف ةیلاتلا تسلا تاونسلا اماتوغ ىضمأ
 لثم ،ةینیدلا تاسرامملا نم دیدعلا ةبرجتو ،نیروھشملا نیملعملا نم دیدعلا عم سولجلاو
 دنع ربدتلاو لمأتلا يف ناك امنیب ،دلایملا لبق 523 ماع يف ھثحب ىھتنا .لمأتلاو دھزلا

 ایذوب ارازم ربتعی لازی لا عقوم وھو ، ثانراس يف عقت ،"يدوب ةرجش" اھنمو ،رجش
 :دھعلا اذھب ھسفن ىلع ذخأ دق اماتوغ نإ لاقی ،هذھ لمأتلا ةرتف ءدب عم .اسدقم

 متی مل املاط نورمدی يمحلو يماظعو يدلج عد ،دعقملا اذھ ىلع فجی يدسج عد"
 لوصولا نم نكمت مث ." ناكملا اذھ نم يركفو يدسج ةلازإ متی نل ... يدوب ىلإ لوصولا
 اماتوغ مساب فرعی حبصأ كلذل ةجیتنو ، دلایملا لبق 523 ماع يف ، ریونتلا وأ ،"يدوب" ىلإ
 نم ةعومجم تعمجتو ،میلعتلاو ظعولا يف اذوب أدب ،ریونتلا اذھ دعب .رینتسملا وأ اذوب
 يلاوح اذوب يفوت .دنھلا برغ لامش يف امیس لا ،ومنلا يف ةكرحلا تأدبو .ھلوح ذیملاتلا

 .دلایملا لبق 480

 ةیقیقحلا ةقیرطلا ،امرادلا ددحت يتلا ،اذوب میلاعت يف دوجوم ةیذوبلا رھوج نم ریثكلا
 ةلوھسب لاجملا حسفتو ،اھقمع نم مغرلا ىلع ،ظوحلم لكشب ةطیسب امرادلاو .ةایحلل
 قئاقحلا ىلع زكرت يتلاو ،اذوب امرادب نامیلإا يف نییذوبلا عیمج كرتشی .زجوم صخلمل
 لك )1 :يھ عبرلأا ةیساسلأا قئاقحلا ."ةلیبنلا ةینامثلا تاراسملا"و عبرلأا ةیساسلأا
 ةعتملا ىلإ فُھُّلتلا يأ ،ةبغرلا وھ ةاناعملا ببس )2 .ةاناعملا ىلع يوطنی دوجولا
 ؛)ةدیدج ةدلاو دلوی يذلا وھ ةرمتسملا ةایحلل شطعلا اذھ( ةرمتسملا ةایحلاو راھدزلااو
 نم تاذلا صیلخت يف نمكی ةدیدجلا ةدلاولاو دوجولاو ةاناعملا نم بورھلا ةقیرط )3
 .ةینامثلا تاراسملا عبتی نأ بجی ،ةبغرلا نم ءرملا ررحتی يكلو )4 و .ةبغرلا

 مھفلا )1 :يھو ،عرذأ ةینامثلا تاذ ةلجعلا يف ةینامثلا ةلیبنلا تاراسملا ریوصت مت
 ةشیعملا )5 ،حیحصلا كولسلا )4 ،حیحصلا ملاكلا )3 ،حیحصلا مزعلا )2 ،حیحصلا
 لبقت .حیحصلا زیكرتلا )8 و ،حیحصلا مامتھلاا )7 ،حیحصلا دھجلا )6 ،ةحیحصلا
 دیكأتلاو اھل مھریسفت لوح نوفلتخی مھنكلو ةینامثلا تاراسملا ةفلتخملا ةیذوبلا تاعامجلا

 يتلا تاملكلا يف احضاو فلاتخلاا اذھ نوكی ام ابلاغ .اھتیولوأو اھنم ةنیعم بناوج ىلع
 .اھبدأ يف ةینامثلا تاراسملا ةغل ةمجرتل ةیزیلجنلإا ةیذوبلا تاعامجلا اھمدختست



 قلاخلأا :ةینیصلا ةفسلفلا

 رملأا ىھتنا .)دلایملا لبق 1050-1766( غناش يھ نیصلا خیرات يف ةلجسم ةكلمم لوأ
 غناش كولم نأ ساسأ ىلع اھلعف ترربو غناشب وزت ةلئاع تحاطأ امدنع ةكلمملا هذھب
 ملاعلا يف ةمكاحلا ةوقلا يھو "نایت" ھحنمت يذلا مكحلا يف قحلا اودقفو نیدساف اوحبصأ
 كولم نأ نم مغرلا ىلع .)"ةنجلا" ىلإ مجرتت ام ةداعو "ءامسلا" ایفرح ينعت يتلاو(
 لبق 479-551( يزغنوك نمز يف ضفخنا مھمكح نأ لاإ ،ءامسلا نم ةیعرشلا اوعدا وزت
 ماظنلا رایھنا ىلإ ىدأ امم ،)سویشوفنوك ينیتلالا ھمساب برغلا يف فورعملا ؛دلایملا
 ىعدا يذلا ،راسملا وأ قیرطلا يأ ،"واد" عاض دقل .يقلاخلأاو يسایسلاو يعامتجلاا
 كلذ يف يساسلأا لاؤسلا ناك ،)1989( ماھارج يس سوجنأ لوقی امك .ھكلاتما وزت
 ةیرشبلا ةوقلا ةداعتسا ھنكمی ھفاشتكا ةداعإ عیطتسی نم لك ؟وادلا نیأ :وھ رصعلا
 راھدزلااو مائولل يبھذلا رصعلا قلخ نم لئاولأا وزت كولم "وادلا" نكم ثیح ،زیمتلاو
 .دقف يذلا

 ةیسویشوفنوكلا قلاخلأا

 مارتحا ىلع دكؤی ھنأب ةیسویشوفنوكلا "واد" )1985( زتراوش روداسیإ نیماینب فصی
 ةیسویشوفنوكلا .يقلاخلأا زیمتلا قیقحت ىلإ ةطلسلا ةیعرش دنتست ثیح ،ةیعرشلا ةطلسلا

 تامس :ةطبارتم عیضاوم ةثلاث ىلع يزكرملا اھزیكرت رابتعاب ةلیضف تایقلاخأ يھ
 طامنلأاو ؛مامتھلااب ةریدجلاو ةدیجلا ةایحلا .لئاضف اھنأ ىلع اھدیدحت مت يتلا ةیصخشلا
 يتلاو ةدیج ةایح شیعل ةیرورض ةیصخش تامس يھ لئاضفلا .يقلاخلأا لوادتلل ةیقایسلا
 ىلإ لئاضفلا يمتنت .ھب مایقلا بجی ام ىلع حورطملا قایسلا يف مكحلا ىلع ةداع يوطنت

 يذلا ،)"لیبن لجر" ىلإ مجرتی ام ابلاغو ،لیبنلا صخشلا يأ(  Kongzi"يزنوجلا"
 يقلاخلأا زیمتلا ةیلاع ةجردب كردأ دق صخشلا اذھ لثم نإ لوقلا نكمی .وادلل اقفو شیعی
 .رشبلاب قیلی يذلا ماعلا

 اذھ انمھف اذإ .سانلا ةیاعر وأ بحب نر Kongzi ددحی  . Ren"نر" ةلیضف يف رظننلف
 ةمكحلا لثم يزنوجلا ھكلتمی ددع نیب نم ةنیعم ةلیضف يھ ren نإف ،ةقیرطلا هذھب
 ھنومجرتیو اذھ ren ىنعم ىلع )D. C. Lau (1979 لثم نومجرتملا زكری .ةعاجشلاو
 ةلیضف ىنعمب اضیأ يتأیو( ریثكب عسوأ ىنعم ھل ren نإف ،كلذ عمو ."ناسحإ" ھنأ ىلع
 لیبس ىلع :ةفلتخملا لئاضفلا نم ةعومجمب ren طبتری ،تاقایسلا نم ددع يفو .)ةنیعم
 اطابترا طبترم نر نأ ودبی ،عقاولا يفو .نیرخلآا عم فطاعتملاو ،سوقطلا ةاعارم ،لاثملا
 زیمتلا لثمی ھنأ ودبی ثیحب ،يقلاخأ لیبنلا صخشلا وأ ،يزنوجلل ىلعلأا لثملاب اقیثو
 .لماكلا يرشبلا

 

 



 يفف .ةیسقطلا ةقایللا وأ سوقطلا ةاعارم يھ ةیسویشوفنوكلا قلاخلأل ةزیمملا ةلیضفلا
 يتلا دعاوقلاو ،نیدلاولا نفدو ،فلاسلأا ةدابع تلاافتحا )li( سوقطلا لمشت ،تاراتخملا
 يف )Li( يل ،ماع لكشبو .لافطلأاو نیدلاولا نیب بسانملاو مرتحملا كولسلا مكحت
 تاذ فقاوم ةدع نم رثكأ وأ دحاو نع ربعت ةیفرع تاسرامم وأ تلاافتحا يھ تاراتخملا
 تقو يفو .ةینویدملاب روعشلاو نانتملااو ةیاعرلاو مارتحلااو عوشخلا :ةیقلاخأ ةیمھأ

 كولسلا حضوت يتلا تاسرامملاو تاداعلا نم ةعساو ةعومجم يطغتل ةملكلا تءاج ،قحلا
 تربرھ لداجی .ةددحم ةیعامتجا ةناكم نولغشی نیذلا صاخشلأا نیب مرتحملاو بذھملا
 نأب ةقیمعلا ةریصبلا لقنی ةیسقطلا ةقایللا ىلع زیكرتلا اذھ نأب )1972( تیراغنیف
 ةحفاصملا  .يرشبلا طاشنلا يف زیمم وھ امم ریثكلا لكشت تایقافتلااو تاداعلاو تلاافتحلاا

 تاذ ةیدسجلا تاكرحلا ددحت يتلا تایقافتلاا ةیفلخ ىلع اھمھف متی مل ام ائیش ينعت لا
 نع ریبعتلاو مارتحلاا قرط نم دیدعلا ،اضیأ اذكھ .رخآ صخش ةیحتل ةلیسوك ةلصلا
 قرطك يدیلقت لكشب اھسیسأت مت اھنلأ طقف ةنكمم نیرخلآا هاجت نانتملاا وأ مامتھلاا
 ھمھف نكمی لا لماك يرشب زایتماك ren نأ ينعی اذھ .ةیلخادلا فقاوملا كلت نع ریبعتلل

 .li نع لقتسمو لصفنم ءيش ھنأ ىلع
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