5. Lecture: Language, Power, and Identity

Context: Investigate how language is used as a tool for control and as a means of resistance in postcolonial literature.

Instruction: Study how writers use language to reclaim power and express cultural identity.

Tasks:

Read extracts from Salman Rushdie’s essays on postcolonial English and Kamau Brathwaite’s use of nation language in poetry.

Organize a language workshop where students analyze how code-switching, creoles, and dialects represent resistance, identity, or subjugation.

Individually, write a creative text (poem, story, or essay) that employs or manipulates language to explore identity and power.
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