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Abstract:
This study attempts to shed light on the language engineering in Algeria from independence
until the last constitutional amendment (2016), when the Amazigh language became the
second official language of Algeria. It rise the following question: to what extent the
language engineering in Algeria reflects the linguistic reality in Algeria and the influence of
this policy on the national identity.
This study concluded that there is a huge gap between the language engineering in Algeria
and the linguistic reality. Politicians often develop this policy without involving
sociolinguistics in the field, thus it has been characterized by monolingualism that does not
reflect the linguistic diversity in Algeria (Arabic, French, The Amazigh).
This policy led to an exclusion of an important societal group, which evoke social unrest in
kabylie region (the Amazigh Spring 1980/2001). In addition, to the ambiguous status of
French language which used by officials and considerable part of the population.
However, the 2016 constitution approved Amazigh as a second official language, the
mechanism and application of this decision still unclear and may spark political unrest.
Keywords: language-engineering, monolingual, the linguistic situation in Algeria.
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