Mastering the Mechanics of Writing 2: Structuring Sentences

Walden University Writing Center

Resources and Activities
PHRASES and CLAUSES 
1. I can find tips and examples on all of these topics relating to sentences and their parts on the Writing Center website:


Modifiers:


Run-on sentences:


Fragments:


Parallelism:


Subject-Verb Agreement:


Noun-Pronoun Agreement:


Passive voice:

2. A phrase is a group of words that expresses an idea but does not contain a subject or a verb. Highlight the phrases in the following sentences. There may be more than one. 

A. Recognizing the motivational shift, managers must implement new techniques.

B. According to R. Grammer (personal communication, April 22nd, 2013), the woman running 
down the street with the blue shoes was her great aunt.


C. The new techniques are to test employees’ motivation.


D. We went to Duluth with our family after visiting Minneapolis.
3. A clause is a group of words that expresses an idea and contains a subject and a verb. Clauses can be dependent (they cannot stand on their own) or independent (they are a complete sentence on their own). Highlight the clauses in the following sentences. There may be more than one.

A.  He went to the store because he needed groceries.

B. Determined to finish the study, the researchers continued on while others mocked them.


C.  As she completed the interviews, she transcribed the information. 

D.  Covering the cars, the snow accumulation was about 3 feet.
4. Label each clause Dependent (D) or Independent (I)

A.  Because the fellowship failed.    _____

B.  Loss was considered victory.       _____

C. While the snow was falling.          _____

D. Deciding is the hardest decision. _____
5. The “head” is the word that the phrase or clause is describing. Highlight the “head” of each phrase or clause. Then correct the sentence so the heads are attached to the correct phrase or clause. There may be more than one correct answer.


A. The woman in the store with the red dress had matching shoes.


B.  The man with the bag that is bald is my father.


C . The researchers studied infants, who had their PhDs in prenatal care.

D. All fish have gills that swim in the water.
 SENTENCE ELEMENTS
6. Rewrite these sentences so that the subject comes directly after its modifier. 


A. Running through the dark, the trees seemed to reach out at the girl.


B.  Fixing her hair, the barrette was not quite strong enough.

C. Stunned and shocked, his heart started racing!


D.  Disguised as a sheep, the wolf’s stomach growled.
7. Complete the fragment with one of the options in parentheses.

A. ________________ because she was tired. (Sleeping /She went to sleep)


B.  By folding the clothes, _______________ .(she pleased her mother/made her mother 
pleased)

C.  ______________ and played baseball after the concert. (They are shopping/They shopped)


D. Frequently asking questions ___________________ . (helps understanding/by understanding)
8. Highlight the passive voice verb in each sentence. Then revise the sentence to change it from passive to active.

A. The research was performed by a physician.


B. The data were transcribed from the interviews and into a word processing program by the lab 
technician.


C. All of the cookies were eaten by the hungry children.


D. The woman was greeted by her friends at the airport.
9.  Create a sentence that lists the elements in parentheses. Be sure to use parallel structure.

A.  At the store we_____________. (buying eggs, fill water bottles, weigh produce)

B.  (ski, sled, ice skate)_________ are methods of transportation in the winter.

C.  Strong leaders ____________________.(possessing integrity, recognized others’ talents, 
delegates responsibilities)

D.  Educators who (allows creativity, delegating responsibility, allows students the opportunity 
to serve)____________________ often help students to become life-long learners.
10. Recap (Part 1): Using your knowledge of subject and verb agreement as well as noun and pronoun agreement, find the errors in the following sentences. Rewrite the sentences correctly.

A. Helping a student find their dream were the most significant thing a teacher can do.


B. The group of men were tired after a week of construction on the building.


C. The psychologist discovered a tie between a client’s attitude and their behavior.

D. Every one of the children were sleeping by nine o’clock.
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