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Abstract:

It is a well known fact that the idea of differentiation between poetry and prose has
captured the attention of critics, writers and poets. Therefore, opinions differed, and evidence
varied among those who see poetry as the book of Arabs who haven’t any other correct
knowledge, while many others, especially writers, see the prose as the origin of speech, and
there is no room for poetry to compete with it in terms of preference. This research paper
sheds light on the sayings of the ancient scholars on this issue, and it scrutinises their most
important perceptions of what is preferred by one over the other. The problem raised in this
regard is manifested in the divergent viewpoints among the ancient scholars on the issue of
differentiation between poetry and prose due to their diverse perceptions and the nature of
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their knowledge. This paper also tackles the controversy over the precedence between poetry
and prose, as well as the proof of the existence of artistic prose in “El jahilyya” (pre-Islamic
era). The findings reveal controversy among contemporary scholars on the precedence of
poetry over prose or vice versa. This disagreement neither provides nor delays the importance
of one over the other. Perspective that denies the existence of prose in “El jahiliyya” is far
from the facts and evidence that prove the opposite. Standpoints that poetry is superior to
prose or prose is superior to poetry in the Arab critical heritage raise more than one question
about the feasibility of this disagreement, although each literary genre has its own features
that distinguish it from the other, and both have literary, social and intellectual importance
that came in response to the Arab situation at the time.

Keywords: Precedence; poetry; prose; old Arab criticism.
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