
Word-class pairs / Homographs 
 
These are pairs of two-syllable words with identical spelling which differ from each other 
in stress placement, apparently according to word class (noun, verb or adjective).In this 
case, the stress is placed on the second syllable of the verb but on the first syllable of the 
noun or adjective. Some common examples are given below (V = verb, A = adjective, N = 
noun): 
 
Spelling Form Noun/Adjective Verb 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exercise 1 : Transcribe the following words and mark the stress 
 

Nouns transcription Verbs Transcription 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise 2 : Fill in the table with missing form, and mark the stress. 

Spelling Nouns Verbs 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 


