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                                                                                                                                                         consonant clusters

1. Decide about the consonant represented in the following positions of the vocal tract. Give the appropriate phonetic symbol.
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2. Give the symbol for the following 
consonants.

	Description 
	Symbol 

	Bilabial fortis plosive
	

	Dental lenis fricative
	

	Alveolar fortis fricative
	

	Velar lenis plosive
	

	Palato-alveolar lenis affricate
	

	Palato-alveolar fortis affricate
	

	Labiodentals fortis fricative
	


	Description
	Symbol 

	A voiced labiodentals fricative
	

	A voiceless alveolar fricative
	

	A voiceless glottal fricative
	

	A voiced bilabial stop
	

	A voiced velar nasal stop
	

	A voiceless dental fricative
	

	A voiced velar approximant
	


3. Answer the following questions.
a. What voiced consonant has the same place of articulation as /t/ and the same manner of articulation as /f/?

b. What voiceless consonant has the same active articulator as /b/ and the same passive articulator as /θ/?

c. What voiced consonant has the same place of articulation as /m/ and the same manner of articulation as /g/?

d. What voiced consonant has the same active articulator as /n/ and the same passive articulator as /f/?

4. In each line, circle the word(s) that begin(s) with a consonant that meets the description on the left.

	Alveolar
	Meat   pat   sit   boat   rate
	Dental 
	Pay   thank   witch   thought   though

	Velar 
	Green   tool   case   hot   knot
	Palato-alveolar 
	Sigh   clay   tie   sure   judge

	Labio-dental
	Cat   this   chat   vat   fat
	Affricate 
	Church   garage   noon   jury   touch

	Bilabial 
	Brick   thick   sick   pick
	Lateral 
	Boat   late   pray   never   love


5. Consider these examples: 
a. The consonant at the beginning of the word ‘sing’ is: 

1) voiceless 2) alveolar 3) central 4) oral 5) fricative

b. The consonant at the end of the word ‘sing’ is:

1) voiced 2) velar 3) central 4) nasal 5) stop

Now provide similar information for:

a. The consonant at the beginning of ‘tea’. ………………………………………………………………
b. The consonant at the beginning of ‘good’. ……………………………………………………………
c. The consonant at the beginning of ‘hot’. ………………………………………………………………
d. The consonant at the beginning of ‘pen’. ………………………………………………………………
e. The consonant at the beginning of ‘graph’. ……………………………………………………………
f. The consonant at the beginning of ‘stomach’. …………………………………………………………
g. The consonant at the beginning of ‘rule’. ………………………………………………………………
h. The consonant at the beginning of ‘door’. ……………………………………………………………
i. The consonant at the beginning of ‘zero’. ……………………………………………………………
j. The consonant at the beginning of ‘hello’. ……………………………………………………………
k. The consonant at the beginning of ‘jest’. ………………………………………………………………
l. The consonant at the beginning of ‘vest’. ……………………………………………………………
6. Write the phonetic symbol for the last sound in each word according to their pronunciation.

	Wires ……..
	Following …..
	Baked ………
	Language …….
	Catch ………
	Mac ……….

	Moth ………
	Mash ……….
	Mix …………
	Pass …………
	Filth ……….
	Says ………


7. Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.
	a) Raising the velum enables the air to flow through the nasal tract.
	T / F

	b) In the articulation of voiced sounds, the vocal cords are brought close together.
	T / F

	c) The tip/blade of the tongue is one of the passive articulators.
	T / F

	d) The velum is one of the passive articulators.
	T / F

	e) During normal breathing, the vocal cords are close together and vibrate.
	T / F

	f) Most speech sounds are made by allowing air to flow through the nose.
	T / F

	g) Both passive and active articulators are involved in the production of speech sounds.
	T / F

	h) The tip/blade of the tongue, the body of the tongue and the upper lip are the active articulators.
	T / F

	i) The glottis surrounds the vocal cords.
	T / F

	j) The term labiodental refers to an obstruction caused by movement of the lower lip towards the upper teeth.
	T / F


8. Tick the phonetic symbols representing the following descriptions of consonants.
	
	P 
	z
	b
	f
	t
	l
	r
	m
	d
	N
	k
	θ
	g
	ʤ
	s
	ʒ
	w
	ʔ
	h
	ʃ
	j
	tʃ

	Dental
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Alveolar
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilabial 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Velar 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palatal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Glottal 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palato-alveolar
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


9. Provide a broad phonemic transcription to the list of words below.
	Snake 
	
	Plough 
	
	Resource 
	
	Iron 

	Smash 
	
	Cloth 
	
	Wicked 
	
	Viewed

	Snack 
	
	Clothes
	
	Yacht 
	
	Young 

	Belongings 
	
	Breathe
	
	Echo
	
	Youngester

	Allah
	
	Breath
	
	Mnemonic
	
	Loved

	Laugh 
	
	Tired 
	
	Phlegm
	
	Completed 

	Rough 
	
	House
	
	Knot 
	
	Raided 

	Cough 
	
	Houses 
	
	Iron 
	
	Pseudonym

	Muscle 
	
	Gnaw 
	
	Knee 
	
	Abattoir

	knowledge 
	
	Honest 
	
	Honour 
	
	The cough

	Hour 
	
	Draw 
	
	Drawer 
	
	The end

	Handsome 
	
	Comb 
	
	Dumb 
	
	I want to eat

	Climb 
	
	Column 
	
	Would 
	
	I want to go

	Should 
	
	Ought 
	
	World 
	
	Philosophy

	Play 
	
	Jaw 
	
	Pour 
	
	Crashes

	Don’t 
	
	Won’t 
	
	Doesn’t
	
	Kindle

	Isn’t 
	
	Cartoons  
	
	I’ll
	
	Half 

	Fire 
	
	Shan’t 
	
	Asked 
	
	Forged

	Sure
	
	It’d 
	
	Happy 
	
	Naked 

	We’d
	
	Drawing 
	
	Nation 
	
	Can /can’t

	Level
	
	Baked 
	
	Hatred 
	
	Stare

	Woman 
	
	Man 
	
	Hasn’t
	
	Staring 

	Women 
	
	Men 
	
	Haven’t
	
	Tongue

	Ski / skiing
	
	Skiing 
	
	Hunger 
	
	Longer

	Pretty 
	
	Hangover 
	
	Congratulations 
	
	Strong  


10. Transcribe the following words by adding diacritics (additional phonetic signs in RP at the top, the middle or at the bottom of the phoneme). 

	Word 
	Transcription
	Word 
	Transcription

	Frustration

Empirical 

Triathlon

Competition

Strength

Stealth 

Bandwidth

Transmitter
	[ f r ʌ s. ˈt r eɪ . ʃ ə n ]

[ ɪ m. ˈp ɪ r ɪ. k ə l ]

[ t r aɪ. ˈæ θ. l ɒ n ]

[ k ɒ m. p ə. ˈt ɪ ʃ ə n ]

[ s t r e ŋ θ ]

[ s t e l θ ]

[ ˈb æ n d. w ɪ t θ ]

[ t r æ n z. ˈm ɪ t ə  ]
	Delicious

Stamina

Distance

Atlas

Tattoo

Saint 

nonsmoking

sportsman
	[ d ɪ. ˈl ɪ ʃ ə s ]

[ ˈs t æ m ɪ. n ə ]

[ ˈd ɪ s. t ə n s ]

[ ˈæ t. l ə s ]

[ t ə. ˈt u ː ]

[ s eɪ n t ]

[ n ɒ n. ˈs m əʊ. k ɪ ŋ  ]

[ ˈs p ɔː t. s m ə n  ]


Aspiration, Devoicing , Pre-fortis clipping, Dentalisation, Velarisation, Nasalization, Glottalization
11. Look at the two vowel sounds in each word. Match the vowel sounds in the words with the pairs of phonemic symbols listed. There is one extra option which you do not need to use.

	Curly

Over

Village

Paper

Homework

Learner

Nightclub

Baby 
	əʊ         ə
eɪ          ɪ
əʊ         ɜː
ɜː          ə
aɪ          ə
aɪ          ʌ
ɪ            ɪ

eɪ          ə

ɜː          ɪ


12. In what way is the following string of sounds similar? Give the right technical term.

1. w   j    r ………………………………………………………………………………

2. p   t   k   f   θ   s   ʃ    ʒ   tʃ    h ………………………………………………………

3. ʤ    tʃ …………………………………………………………………………………

4. m    n   ŋ ……………………………………………………………………………

5. u:   i:  ɑ:   ɔ:  …………………………………………………………………………

6. ʤ   tʃ   ʃ    ʒ   s   z …………………………………………………………………...

7. æ   ə   ɪ   ɒ …………………………………………………………………………..

8. æ   e   i:   ɪ …………………………………………………………………………..

13. Describe the consonants in the word skinflint using the chart below. Fill in all five columns, and put parentheses around the terms that may be left out, as shown for the first consonant.

	1                               2                               3                                   4                          5

	Voicing/force      Place of articulation     Central or lateral          oral or nasal        manner

	s  voiceless fortis         alveolar                      (central)             (oral)                     fricative

	k ………………             ………………
………………
………………
……


	n ………………             ………………
………………
………………
………….

	f………………               ………………
………………
………………            …………..

	l………………                ………………
………………
………………           ……………

	t………………                ………………
………………
………………          ……………


14. Fill in the names of the vocal organs numbered in the figure below:
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