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Roman Empire
e Imperial cities

® The two cities in Westphalia
where the treaties were signed

Signed in 1648 by nearly

all the European powers

with the exception of England

and Russia, these treaties put

an end to the Thirty Years' War
between Protestants and
Catholics. In addition to reshaping
the territory of Europe, they laid
the groundwork for the interna-
tional system organized

on the basis of sovereignty,

by virtue of which each political
entity is recognized as being sove-
reign within its borders.

This political model, theorized

by philosophers such as Bodin
and Hobbs, gave rise to

which holds the monopoly
of legitimate violence over
its territory and relies on
a national army to ensure
its border security.
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