
An Illustrated H isror v of Britain

Great Cludfield manor, rebuilt in 1480, is a fine example of a Inte Middle
Ages manor house. It was owned by a Iocallnndowner and wwyer who, like
many of thegentry class, profi fed greatly from thedestruction of the nobility
in the Wars of the Roses. The frulll of the house is almos t exactlyus it was in
1480, bw lhebuilding on theright is much later. The grem haU is
immediately inside the maincnnuncc. a I)'pieal arrangement fm' Ihis period.

of the yeoman farme rs became part of the "landed
gentry", while many "esquires", who had served
kn ights in earlier times, now became knigh ts
themselves. The word "esquire" became common in
written addresses, and is only now slowly beginning
to be used less.

Next to the gentlemen were the ordinary freemen
of the towns. By the end of th e Middle Ages, it was
possible for a serf from th e co unt ryside to work for
seven years in a town craft guild, and to become a
"freeman" of th e town where he lived. The freemen
con trolled the life of a town . Towns offered to poor
men the chance to become rich and successful
thro ugh trade. T he most famous examp le of thi s
was Dick Wh itt ington . T he story tells how he
arrived in London as a poor boy from the
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countryside, and became a successful merchant and
Lord Mayor of London three times. Wh ittington
was, actually, th e son of a knigh t. He was probably
an exa mple of the growing pract ice of the land ed
families of sending younger sons to town to join a
merchant or craft guild. A t the same time, many
successful merchant families were doing the
opposite th ing, and obtain ing farmland in the
countryside. T hese two classes, th e land ed gentry
and the town merchants, were beginning to
overlap.

In the beginning th e guilds had been formed to
protect th e production or trade of a who le town.
Lat er, th ey had come to protec t those already
enjoying membership, or who could afford to buy
it, from the poorer classes in the same town . As
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A leading cirizen of Bristol is
made ma"l'f,IT, 1479. The
ap[>(J in rm~nt of rhe mayor and
alderman of a cicy was usually
conerolled by senior members of a
city's merchanr andcraft guilds.

they did not have the money or family connections
to become memb ers of the guilds, the poorer skilled
workers tried to join toget he r to protect their own
interests. Th ese were the first efforts to form a trade
union. Severa l times in the fourtee nth century
skilled workers tri ed unsuccessfully to protect
themselves against the power of the guilds. The
lives of skilled workers were hard , but they did not
suffer as much as the unskilled, who lived in poor
and dirty conditions. However, eve n the condition
of the poorest workers in both town and coun try
was better than it had been a cent ury earlier.

In fact, the guilds were declining in importance
because of a new force in the national eco no my.
Durin g the fourteenth century a num ber of English
merchants established trading stations , "factories",
in different places in Europe. The merchant
organisations necessary to operate these factories
became important at a national level , and began to
replace th e old town guilds as the most powerful
trading institutions, However, they copied the aims
and met hods of the guilds, making sure English
merchants cou ld on ly expo rt thro ugh their
factor ies, and making sure that prices and qua lity
were maintained.
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All women, from lhe highest, as
in this picture. to the lowest in
the land were expected to know
how to prepare. spinand weal't'
u.'OO1. From Ssxon times 0Jl~
English women were famous ferr
their embroidery skills. Women
were expected to spend theiT rimt
in embroidery or in making
garmenLS right up to the end of
the nineteenth century.

O ne of the most important of these factor ies was
the "Comp any of the Staple" in Ca lais. T he
"staple" was an international term used by
merch ants and governments meaning that ce rtain
goods could on ly be sold in part icular places. C alais
became the "stap le" for all English wool at the end
of the fourteent h century when it defeated rival
English facto ries in other foreign citi es. The stap le
was an arrangemen t wh ich suited the established
merchants. as it prevented competition. and it also
suited the Crown. whic h cou ld tax exports more
easily. T he ot her important company was called the
"Merch ant Ad vent urers". During the fourtee nth
cent ury there had been seve ral Merch ant
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Adventurers' factor ies in a number of foreign
towns. But all of th em . except for the Merchant
Ad venturers in Antwerp , Flanders. closed during
the fifteent h century. T he Antw erp Merch an t
Adv enturers' factory survived because of its sole
control of cloth exports. a fact recognised by royal
charte r.

Wages for farmworkers and for skilled townspeople
rose faste r tha n the price of goods in the fifteenth
cent ury. There was plenty of meat and cereal prices
were low. But the re were warn ing signs of problems
ahead. More and more good land was being used for
sheep instead of food crops . Rich and powerful
sheep farmers started to fen ce in land wh ich had



always been used by othe r villagers. In th e
sixteenth century this led to social and econo mic
crisis.

Meanwhi le , in the town s, a new middle class was
develop ing. By the fifteenth century most
merchants were well educa ted , and considered
themselves to be the equals of the esquires and
gentlemen of the countryside. The lawyers were
anothe r class of city people. In London th ey were
conside red equal in importan ce to the big
merchants and clo rh manufacturers. W hen law
schoo ls were first established, studen t lawyers lived
in inns on the weste rn side of the C ity of London
while they studied. Slowly these inns became part
of the law schools, just as the stude nt
accommodation halls of Oxford and Cambridge
event ually became the co lleges of these two
universities.

By the end of the Midd le Ages the more successful
of these lawyers, merchants, cloth manufact urers,
exporters, esquires, gentlemen and yeoman farmers
were increasingly forming a single class of peop le
with interests in both town and co unt ry. This was
also true in Wales and Sco tland. A number of
Welsh lan downers came to England ; some studied
at Ox ford, and some traded , or pract ised law in
London . Fewer Scots came to England , because
they had th eir own universit ies, and their own
trade centres of Edinburgh, G lasgow and Aberdeen.

The growth of this new middle class, educated and
skilled in law, admin istra t ion and t rade, created a
new at mosphere in Britain . T his was partly because
of the increase in literacy. Indeed, the midd le class
could be descri bed as th e "literate class". This
litera te class quest ioned the way in wh ich th e
Church and the state were organ ised , for both
religious and pract ica l reasons. O n the religious side
support for Wycliffe came mainl y from members of
this new middle class, who believed it was the ir
right to read th e Bible in th e English language.
Th ey disliked serfdom partl y because it was now
increas ingly viewed as unchristian ; but also for the
pract ical reason that it was nor eco no mic. The
middle class also quest ion ed the va lue of th e feuda l
system because it did not create wealth.
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The development of Parli amen t at th is time showed
th e beginnings of a new relat ionsh ip between the
middle class and th e kin g. Edward I had inv ited
kni ght s from th e count ry and merchants from the
towns to h is parliament because he wanted money
and they , more than any othe r group, could prov ide
it. But whe n Edward III asked for mon ey from his
parl iament, they asked to see the royal accounts. It
was an important developmen t because for the first
time th e king allowed himself to be "acco untable"
to Parli ament. Merch ants an d country gentlemen
were very anx ious to influence the king's policie s
both at home and abroad. They wanted to protect
the ir interests. W hen France threatened the woo l
trade with Flan ders, for examp le, they supported
Edward III in his war.

During th e time of Edward Ill's reign Parliament
became organised in two part s: the Lords, and the
Commons, wh ich represented the middle class.
O n ly those co mmone rs with an income of fort y
sh illings or more a year co uld qualify to be members
of Parliament. T his meant th at th e poor had no
way of being heard except by rebe llion. The poor
had no voice of the ir own in Parli ament until th e
middle of the nineteenth century.

T he alliance between esquires and merchants made
Parl iament more powerful, and separated the
Commons more and more from the Lords. Many
European cou ntries had th e same kind of
parliaments at this time, but in most cases these
disappeared when feuda lism died out. In England ,
however, th e deat h of feuda lism helped strengthen
th e House of Commons in Parl iament.

There was ano the r importa nt change tha t had
taken place in the coun try. Kings had been taking
law cases away from local lords' co urts since th e
twelfth century, and by the middle of the
fourteenth century the courts of local lord s no
lon ger ex isted. But the king's courts co uld not deal
with all th e work. In 1363 Edward III appo inted
"justices of th e peac e" to deal with sma ller crimes
and offences , and to hold co urt four times a year.

These JPs, as they became known, were usually less
impo rtant lord s or members of the landed gentry.
They were, and st ill are, chose n for their fairness
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and hon esty. The appo int ment of landed gentry as
JPs made the middle classes, that class of people
who were neither nob les nor peasants, st ill
stronger. Through th e system of JPs th e landed
gentry took the place of the nobility as the local
aurhorirv. During the Wars of the Roses the nobles
used their private armie s to force JPs and judges to
do what they wanted. But th is was the last time the
nobility in Britai n tried to destroy the authority of
the king. The JPs remained the on ly form of local
government in the countrys ide until 1888. T hey
still exist to deal with small offences.

The condition of women
Littl e is know n about the life of women in the
Middle Ages, but witho ut do ubt it was hard . The
Church taught that women should obey their
husbands. It also spread two very different ideas
abo ut women: that they should be pure and holy
like the Virgin Mary; and that, like Eve , they could
not be trusted and were a moral danger to men.
Such religious teach ing led men both to worsh ip
-and also to look down on wome n, and led women
to give in to men's authority.

Marriage was usually the single most important
event in the lives of men and women. But the
dec ision itself was made by the family, not the
coup le th emselves. Th is was because by marriage a
family cou ld improve its wealth and socia l position.
Everyone, both rich and poor , married for mainly
financial reasons. Once married , a woman had to
accept her husband as her master. A disobedient
wife was usually beaten . It is unlikely that love
played much of a part in most marr iages.

T he fi rst duty of every wife was to give her husband
ch ildren, preferab ly sons. Because so man y children
died as babies, and because there was littl e that
could be done if a birth went wrong, producing
ch ildren was dangerous and exhausting. Yet this
was the future for eve ry wife from twenty or
younger un til she was forty.

The wife of a noble had ot her respon sibili ties.
W hen her lord was away, she was in cha rge of th e
manor and the village lands, all the servants and
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Women defending their casrle. Throughoul theMiddle Ages, ifa castle or
manor Uill au-xked u:hile its lord \Lw awa)' . it Uill the dutyof 1W u>ife. !he
"chatelalne" (or "casrlekeeper"). to defend it. A /ad)' had to know
etleT)'rhing aboul administering her lord's manor andlands, forshe \LW

resporuible \L'hen hewas away, One lady \L'M did norcompletely rrust ha
lord's abiliry to manage while she was awa)'. wrote to him, "Keep allweU
about you till I come home. andtreat nut [do norenter intobusiness
alTangements} withourme. and rhen all rhi1lRs shall bewell. "

villagers, th e harvest and the an imals. She also had
to defend the manor if it was attacked. She had to

run the household, welcome visitors. and store
enough food, including salted meat, for win ter. She
was expected to have enough knowledge of herbs
and plants to make suitab le medicin es for those in
the village who were sick. She proba bly visited the
poor and the sick in the village, showing th at the
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BayLeafFarm. a fifteen f.h-century Kentfarmhouse. a limber-framebuilding
with waIls made of "wat lle anddaub". basically sticksandmud. This wasa
very ef!eClil,,'f! rypeof building, but requiTed skilled carpenters to !1'U1ke a
srrong frame. One man who did nor like this J1t'W method called f.hese houses
link more than "paper wark". But examples are sliUlived in as ordinary
homes in manyparrs of England.

rulers "cared" for them. Sh e had littl e t ime for her
own ch ildren , who in any case were often sent away
at the age of eight to another manor, the boys to
"be made into men".

Most women, of course, were peasants, busy
making food, making cloth and making clothes
from the c1orh . They worked in the fi elds, looked
after the children, the geese, the pigs and the
sheep, made the cheese and grew the vegetab les.
The an imals probably shared th e family shelter at
night. The family home was dark and smelly.

A woman's posit ion improved if her husband died.
She could get control of th e money her family had
given the husban d at the t ime of marriage, usually
about one -th ird of his total land and wealth . But
she might have to marry again : men wanted her
land , and it was difficult to look afte r it without the
help of a man.
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Language and culture
With the spread of literacy, cultural life in Britain
naturally developed also. In the cities, plays were
performed at important religious festivals. They
were called "mystery plays" because of the
mysterious nature of events in the Bible, and they
were a popular form of culture. In the larger cities
some guilds made the mselves respon sible for
particul ar plays, which became tradit ion al yearly
events.

T he language itself was cha nging. Fren ch had been
used less and less by the Norman rulers during the
th irteenth century. In the fourteent h century
Edward III had actually forbidden the speaking of
French in his army. It was a way of making the
whole army aware of its Englishness.

After the Norman Conquest English (t he old
An glo-Saxon language ) continued to be spoken by
ordinary peop le but was no longer writt en . By the
en d of the fourteen th cen tury, however, English
was once again a written language , because it was
bein g used instead of French by the rulin g, literate
class. But "M iddle English", the language of the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, was very
different from Anglo-Saxon, T his was partly
because it had not been written for three hundred
years, and partly because it had borrowed so much
from Norman French .

Two writers, above all ot hers, hel ped in the rebirth
of English literature. O ne was William Langland, a
mid-four teen th ce ntury priest , whose poem Piers
Plowman gives a powerful descr ipt ion of the times
in which he lived. The othe r, Ge offrey Cha ucer,
has become much more famous. He lived at about
the same time as Langland. His most famous work
was Th e Canterbur~ T ales, writte n at the end of the
fourteenth ce ntu ry.

Th e Canterbury T ales describe a group of pilgrims
travelling from Lond on to the tomb of T homas
Becker at Canterbury, a common religious act in
England in the Middle Ages. During the journey
each characte r te lls a story. Collections of stor ies
were popular at this t ime because almost all
literature, unlike today. was written to be read out
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aloud. The stor ies themselves are not C ha ncer's
own. He used old stories, but rewrote th em in an
interesting and amusing way. The first chapter, in
which he describes his cha racters, is the result of
C hancer's own deep understanding of hum an
nature. It remains aston ish ingly fresh even afte r six
hundred years. It is a un ique descrip tion of a
nation: young and old, knight and peasant , priest
and merchant , good and bad, town sman and
countryman. Here is part of Cha ncer's descript ion
(in a modern ised version ) of the knigh t, and his
son , the squire:

T here was a knight, a most distinguished man,
W ho from the day on which he fi rst began
To ride abroad had followed ch ivalry,
Truth . honour, genero usness and co urtesy . ..
He had his son with him, a fine young squire,
A lover and cade t , a lad of fi re
W ith locks as curly as if they had been pressed.
He was some twen ty years of age, I guessed
He was embro idered like a meadow bright
And full of freshest flowers, red and whi te.
Singing he was, or fl ut ing all the day;
He was as fresh as is the month of May.
Short was his gown, the sleeves were long and

wide;
He knew the way to sit a horse and ride.
He could make songs and poem s and reci te ,
Knew how to joust and dance , to draw and write.
He loved so hotl y that ti ll dawn grew pale
He slept as little as a nigh tingale.



By the end of the Middle Ages, English as well as
Latin was being used in legal writing, and also in
elementary schools. Educat ion developed
enormously dur ing the fi fteenth century, and many
schools were founded by powerful men. O ne of
these was W illiam of Wy keham, Bishop of
Winchester and Lord Cha ncellor of England , who
founded bot h W inchester Schoo l, in 1382 , and
New College, Oxford. Like Hen ry VI's lat er
foundarions at Eton and Ca mbridge they have
remained famous for the ir high qua lity. Man y ot her
schools were also opened at th is time, because th ere
was a growin g need for educated people who could
administer the gove rnment, the C hurch , the law
and trade. C lerks sta rted grammar schools whe re
students could learn the skills of reading and
writing. These schools offered the ir pupil s a future
in the Church or the civ il serv ice, or at the
universities of Oxford and Ca mbridge . T he
universit ies themselves continued to grow as
colleges and halls where the students cou ld both
live and be taugh t were built. The college system
remains the basis of organisation in these two
universities.

The Middle Ages ended with a major techn ical
development: Wi lliam C axron's first English
print ing press, set up in 1476. Caxton had learnt
the skill of printing in G ermany, At first he printed
popular books, such as C haucer's Canterbury Tales
and Malory's Morte J'Arthur. This prose work
described th e adventures of the legendary King
Arthur, including Arthur's last bat tle , his death ,
and the death of othe r kn ights of the Round Tab le.
Almost certa in ly Malory had in mind the
destruction of th e English nobility in the Wars of
the Roses, which were taking place as he wrot e,

Caxron's printing press was as dram at ic for h is age
as radio, television and the techn ological
revolution ate for our own. Books suddenly became
cheaper and more plentiful, as the quic ker printing
process replaced slow and expensive copywriting by
hand. Printing began ro standardise spelling and
grammar, though this process was a long one . More
importa nt, just as radio brough t information and
ideas to the illiterate peop le of the twentieth
century, Caxron 's press prov ided books for the
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newly educated people of the fifteent h century, and
encouraged literacy. Caxron avo ided print ing any
dangerou s literature. But the children and
grandch ildren of these literate peop le were to use
printing as a powerful weapon ro cha nge the world
in which they lived.

Thechapel of King's College, Cambridge, with its fan-vaulted roofand large
areas of glass anddelicate stone work, marks the highest point of Gochic
architecture in ETlRland. The t 'ttu/[ wa.s completed tU che beginninR" of che
sixteenthcentury. andthe uooden crrgan screen ccross the centre of the chapel
isof Tl«ltrr design.

65



66



The Tudors
10 The birth of the nation state

The new monarchy' The Reformation' The Protestant-Catholic
struggle

The century of Tudor rule (1485-1603) is often
thought of as a most glorious period in English
history. Henry Vll built the foundations of a
wealth y nation state and a powerful mon archy. His
son , Henry Vlil, kept a magn ificent court , and
made the C hurch in England tru ly English by
breakin g away from the Roman C atho lic Ch urch.
Finally, his daughter Elizabeth brought glory to the
new state by defeating the powerful navy of Spain ,
the greatest European power of the tim e. Durin g
the Tudor age England experienced one of th e
greatest art ist ic periods in its h istory.

There is, however, a less glor ious view of the Tudor
century. Henry Vlil wasted the wealth saved by his
father. Elizabeth weakened the qua lity of
government by selling official posts. She did thi s to
avoid asking Parliamen t for money. And although
her gove rnment tried to deal with the prob lem of
poor and home less peop le at a time when prices
rose much faster than wages, its laws and acti ons
were often cruel in effect.

The new monarchy
Henry Vll is less well known than either Henry
Vlil or Elizabeth I. But he was far more important
in estab lishing the new monarchy than either of

Left: The defeat of [he Spanish Arnuu1a in /588 Wl15 the mOSIglorious even t
ofElizabeth 1'5 reign. It marked the arrivalof England asa great
European sea power, leading[he way to the development of theempireover
!he next two centuries. Ir also markedthelimit of Spain's ability to recapture
Protestant countriesfor the Catholic Church.

Right: Henry Vll was clever with people and careful with money. He holds
a red Lancastrian rose in his hand, burhe broughtunit)· to the Houses of
YorkandLancaster. His successors symbolised this unity by use of a red rose
I.Jo'ilh white outet petaL>. the "T udor" rose.

them. He had the same ideas and opin ions as the
growing classes of merchants and gentleman
farmers, and he based royal power on good business
sense.

Henry VII firmly believed that war and glory were
bad for business, and that business was good for the
state. He th erefore avoided quarrels either with
Scotland in the north, or France in the south .
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During the fifteen th cen tury, bu t parti cu larly during
th e W ars of the Roses, Eng l-and's trad ing position
had bee n badly damaged. T he stro ng Germa n
Hanseati c League, a closed trad ing soc iety, had
destroyed English tra de with the Balt ic and
northern Europe. T rade with Italy and France had
also been red uced after England's defeat in France
in the mid-fifteenth century. T he Low Countries
(t he Nethe rlands and Belgium) alone offered a way
in for trade in Europe. O n ly a year after his victory
at Boswort h in 1485, Henry VU made an impor tan t
trade agree ment with the Nethe rlands wh ich
allowed English trade to grow again .

Henry was fortunate . Many of th e o ld nobility had
died or bee n defeated in the recen t wars, and the ir

Henry VlIl, by the greatcourt painter Ham Holbein. Henry was hard,
cruel, ambitious and calculating. Fewsurvived hisanger. Heexecuted [WO of
his waes. Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard, and several of his ministers
and leading churchmen. Bestknownamong these were his Lord Chancellor,
ThoT1U1S More, and hisassistant in carrying Old the Reformation, Thomas
Cromwell.

68

lands had gone to the king. T his mea nt th at Henry
had more power and more money than earlier
kings . In order to establish his authority beyond
quest ion, he forbade anyone , except himself, to
keep armed men .

T he authority of the law had bee n almost
completely destroyed by the lawless behaviour of
nobl es and the ir armed men. Henry used the
"C ourt of Star C ha mber", tradit iona lly the kin g's
counc il chamber, to deal wit h lawless nobles, Local
justice that had broken dow n during the wars slowly
began to operate again . Henry encouraged th e use
of heavy fines as punis hment because this gave the
Crown money.

Henry's aim was to make the Crown financ ially
independent, and th e lan ds and th e fines he too k
from th e old no bilit y helped h im do this. Henry
also raised taxes for wars wh ich he the n did not
figh t . He never spent money unl ess he had to. One
might expect Henry to have bee n un pop ular, but
he was ca reful to keep the friendship of the
merch an t and lesser gentry classes. Like him th ey
wanted peace and prosperitv, He created a new
nobility from among the m, and men unknow n
before now became Henry's statesmen . But th ey all
knew th at th eir rise to importance was completely
dependent on the Crown.

W hen He nry died in 1509 he left behind the huge
to ta l of £2 million , abo ut fiftee n years' worth of
income. T he only th ing on which he was happy to
spend money freely was the building of sh ips for a
merch ant fleet. Henr y understood earl ier th an most
people that Englan d's future wea lth would depend
on internation al tra de . A nd in order to trade,
Hen ry realised that England must have its own fleet
of merch ant sh ipso

Henry VIll was quite unli ke h is fat he r. He was
cruel, wasteful with money. and interested in
pleasing himself. He wanted to become an
important influence in European politics . But much
had happened in Europe since England had given
up its efforts to defeat France in the Hundred Years
War. France was no w more powerful than England,
and Spain was even more powe rful, because it was
united with the Holy Roman Empire (whic h



included much of central Europe). Hen ry VIII
wanted England to hold the balance of power
between these two giants. He fi rst unsuccessfully
allied himself with Spain, and when he was not
rewarded he cha nged sides. When friendship with
France did not bring him anyth ing, Henry started
talking again to C ha rles V of Spa in.

Henry's failure to gain an important position in
European poli tics was a bitt er disappointment . He
spent so much on main tain ing a magnificen t court,
and on wars from which England had littl e to gain,
that his fathe r's carefully saved money was soon
gone. Gold and silver from newly discovered
America added to economic inflation . In th is
serious financial crisis, Henry needed money. O ne
way of doing th is was by reducing th e amount of
silver used in co ins . But although th is gave Henry
immediate profits, it rapid ly led to a rise in prices.
It was therefore a damaging policy, and th e English
coinage was reduced to a seventh of its value within
twen ty-five years.

The Reformation
Henry VIII was always look ing for new sources of
money. His fathe r had become powerful by taking
over the nob les' land. hut the lands owned by the
Church and the monasteries had not been touched.
The C hurch was a huge landowner, and the
monasteries were no longer important to economic
and social growth in the way they had been two
hundred years earlier. In fact they were unpop ular
because many mon ks no longer led a good religious
life but lived in wealth and comfort.

Henry disliked the power of the Church in England
because, since it was an international organisation ,
he could no t complete ly control it. If Hen ry had
been powerful eno ugh in Europe to influence the
pope it might have been different. But the re were
two far more powerful states, France, and Spain .
with the Holy Roman Empire , lying between h im
and Rome. T he power of the C atho lic Church in
England cou ld therefore work against his own
author ity, and the taxes paid to th e C hurch
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reduced his own income. Hen ry was not the on ly
European king with a wish to "centralise" state
autho rity. Many others were doing the same thing.
But Henry had anot her reason for standing up to

the authority of the C hurch .

In 1510 Hen ry had married Catherine of Aragon,
the widow of h is elder brot he r Arthur. But by 1526
she had still not had a son who survived infancy
and was now un likely to do so. Henry tr ied to

persuade the pope to allow h im to divorce
Ca rherine . Normally, Hen ry need not have
expected any difficulty. His ~h ief min ister, Ca rdinal
Wolsey, had already been skilful in advising on
Hen ry's foreign and home policy. Wolsey hoped
th at his skills, and hi; important position in the
C hurch, would be successful in persuading the
pope. But the pope was controlled by C harles V,
who was Holy Roman Empero r and king of Spain ,
and also Carherine's nephew. For both political and
family reasons he wanted Henry to stay married to
Carherinc. The pope did not wish to anger eithe r
Charles or Henry, but eventually he was forced to
do as Charles V wanted. He forbade Henry's
divorce.

Henry was extremely angry and the fi rst person to
feel his anger was his own ministe r, Ca rdina l
Wolsey. Wolsey only escaped execution by dying of
natural causes on his way to the king's court, and
after Wolsey no priest ever again became an
important mini ster of the king. In 1531 Hen ry
persuaded the bishop s to make h im head of the
C hurch in England , and this became law after
Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy in 1534. It
was a pop ular decision . Henry was now free to

divorce C arherine and marry his new love, Anne
Boleyn. He hoped Anne would give him a son to
follow h im on the throne .

Henry's break with Rome was purely political. He
had simply wanted to control the C hurch and to
keep its wealth in his own kingdom . He did not
approve of the new ideas of Reformation
Protestanti sm introduced by Mart in Luther in
Germany and John Calvin in Geneva. He st ill
believed in the Catholic faith . Indeed , Hen ry had
earlier written a book crit icising Luther's teach ing
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and the pope had rewarded him with the titl e Fidei
Defensor, Defender of the Faith . The pope must
have regretted his act ion . The letters ''F.D." are
st ill to be found on every British coin.

Like h is father, Henry VIll governed England
th rough his close advisers, men who were
complete ly dependent on him for their position .
But when he broke with Rome, he used Parliamen t
to make the break legal. Through several Acts of
Parliament between 1532 and 1536, England
became politically a Protestant count ry, even
though the popular religion was st ill Ca tho lic.

O nce England had accep ted th e separation from
Rome Henry took the English Reform ation a step
furthe r. Wolsey's place as the king's ch ief minister
was taken by one of h is assistants, Thomas
Cromwell. Henry and C rornwell made a careful
survey of C hurch propert y, the first properly
organ ised tax survey since the Domesday Book 450
years earlier. Between 1536 and 1539 th ey closed
560 monasteries and ot her religious houses. Henry
did th is in order to make money, but he also
wanted to be popu lar with the rising classes of
landowners and merchants. He therefore gave or
sold much of the monaste ries' lands to the m. Man y
smaller land own ers made their fortunes. Most
knock ed down the old monastery build ings and

used the stone to create magnificent new houses for
themselves. Other buildings were just left ro fall
down .

Meanwhil e the monk s and nuns were thrown OUL

Some were give n small sums of mone y, but many
were unable to find work and became wand ering
beggars. The dissolution of the monasteries was
proba bly the greate st act of official destruct ion in
the history of Brita in.

Henry proved that h is break with Rome was neith er
a religious nor a diplomati c disaster. He remained
loyal to Catho lic religious teaching, and exec uted
Protestants who refused to accept it. He even made
an alliance with Cha rles V of Spa in against France.
For poli tical reasons both of them were willing to

forget the quarre l ove r Cathe rine of Aragon, and
also England's break with Rome.

Hen ry died in 1547, leaving beh ind his sixth wife,
Carhe rine Parr , and h is three children. Mary, the
eldest , was the daught er of Ca rher ine of Aragon .
Elizabeth was the daughter of his second wife,
Anne Boleyn , whom he had executed because she
was unfaith ful. Nine-year-old Edward was the son
of [ane Seymour, the on ly wife whom Henry had
really loved, but who had died giving birth to his
only son .
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The ruins of Fountairn Abbey in
YorkJhire, one of ,hegreatest and
weal'hies, English monasteries.
It finally surrendered la Henry's
reformarion in 1539. The scained
glass and lead u,indow frames
androofing uere retnOt-'ed
immediately. But it «us nol until
161 1 that .some of thestone «us
raken CO build Founcains Hall.
nearby . Eoen so, Ute abbe, u.w
so huge chat most of Ute srcne
wasnever raken andUte abbey
survived as a ruin.



The Protestant-Catholic struggle
Edward VL, Henry VIII's son, was on ly a ch ild
when he became king, so the country was ruled by
a counc il. A ll the members of thi s counc il were
from the new nob ility create d by the Tudors. They
were keen Protestant reform ers because they had
benefited from the sale of monastery lands. Indeed,
all the new landowners knew that they could on ly
be sure of keeping the ir new lands if they made
England truly Protestant .

Most English peop le st ill believed in rhe old
Catho lic religion . Less tha n half the English were
Protestant by belief, but these people were allowed
to take a lead in religious matters. In 1552 a new
prayer book was introduced to make sure that all
churches followed the new Prote stant religion .
Most people were not very happy with the new
religion. They had been glad to see the end of some
of the C hurch's bad practi ces like the selling of
"pardons" for the forgiven ess of sins . But they did
not like th e changes in belief, and in some places
there was troub le.

Marv, the Catholic daughter of Catherine of
Aragon, became queen when Edward, aged sixteen ,
died in 1553. A group of nobles tried to put Lady

10 Th e birth of the nation stare

[an e G rey, a Protestant, on the th ron e. But Mary
succeeded in entering London and took contro l of
the kingdom. She was supported by the ordinary
people, who were angered by the greed of the
Protestant nobles,

However, Mary was unwise and unbend ing in her
policy and her bel iefs. She was the first quee n of
England since Marilda, 400 years earlier. A t that
time women were considered to be inferior [ 0 men .
The marriage of a queen was therefore a difficult
matter. If Mary married an Englishman she would
be under th e control of a man of lesser importance.
If she married a foreigner it might place England
und er foreign control.

Mary, for political , religious and family reasons,
chose to marry King Phil ip of Spa in. It was an
unfortunate cho ice. T he ord ina ry people disliked
th e marriage, as Phi lip's Span ish friends in England
were qu ick to notice. Popular feeling was so strong
that a rebe llion in Kent actua lly reached London
before ending in failure . Mary dealt cruelly with the
rebel leader , Wyatt, but she took the unusual step
of asking Parliament for its op in ion abo ut her
marriage plan . Parliament unwillingly agreed to
Marv's marriage , and it on ly accepted Phi lip as king
of England for Marv 's lifetime.

A ProteSfant propaganda picrurt of Edu!ard VI
bring told by hisdying father. Henry Vlll . re
uphold the true Prolw ant rtligion. At
EdUJard'sfter thepope collapses deftated.
Under EdUlard England became farmore
ProteSfant rhan befare. andmort Prcrestenr.
probabb, than his farher intt nded. The young
kiJJg wasassisted b). men who had profited from
Church lands andproperryafra the break with
Rome.
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Mary's marriage to Phili p was the first mistake of
her unfortunate reign. She then began burning
Protestant s. Three hund red peop le died in th is way
dur ing her fi ve-year reign , and the burn ings began
to sicken people. A t the same time, the thought of
becoming a junior ally of Spain was very unpopular.
O n ly the knowledge that Mary herself was dying
prevented a popul ar rebellion.

Elizabeth, Mary's half sister, was lucky to becom e
queen when Mary died in 1558. Mary had
considered killing her , because she was an obvious
leader for Protestant revolt. Elizabeth had been wise
enough to say not hing, do nothing, and to exp ress
neither Catho lic nor Protestant views whi le Mary
lived. And Phi lip persuaded Mary to leave
Elizabeth unharmed .

When she became queen in 1558, Elizabeth I
wanted to find a peaceful answer to the prob lems of
the English Reformat ion. She wanted to bring
togethe r again those parts of English society which
were in religious disagreement. And she wanted to
make England prosperous. In some ways the kind of
Protestantism fi na lly agreed in 1559 remained closer
to the Catho lic religion than to othe r Protestan t
groups. But Elizabeth made sure that the C hurch
was st ill unde r her author ity, unlik e polit ically
dange rous forms of Protestantism in Europe. In a
way, she made the C hurch part of the state
machine.

The "parish" , the area served by one church,
usually the same size as a village, became the unit
of state administrat ion . People had to go to church
on Sundays by law and they were fined if they
stayed away. This meant that the parish priest, the
"parson" or "vicar", became almost as powerful as
the village squire . Elizabeth also arranged for a book
of sermons to be used in church. A lthough most of
the sermons consisted of Bible teach ing, thi s book
also taught the peop le that rebellion again st the
Crown was a sin against God.

T he struggle between Catho lics and Protestants
cont inued to endanger Elizabeth's position for the
next thi rty years. Both France and Spa in were
Catholic. Elizabeth and her adv isers wanted to
avoid open qua rrels with bot h of them. T his was
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not easy, because both the French and Span ish
kings wanted to marry Elizabeth and so join
England to their own country. Elizabeth and her
advisers knew how much damage Mary had done
and that it was important that she should avoid
such a marriage. At the same time, however, there
was a danger that the pope would persuade Catholic
count ries to attack England . Finally, there was a
danger from those Catho lic nobles st ill in England
who wished to remove Elizabeth and replace her
with the queen of Sco tland , who was a Catho lic.

Mary, the Scott ish queen , usually called "Qu een of
Sco ts" , was the heir to the English th ron e because
she was Elizabeth's closest living relative, and
because Elizabet h had not married. Mary's mother
had been French , and Mary had spen t her
ch ildhood in France, and was a strong Catho lic.
When she returned to rule Sco tland as queen , Mary
soon made enemies of some of her nob les, and to
avoid them she finally escaped to the safety of
England . Elizabeth, however , kept Mary as a
prisoner for almost twenty years. During that time
Elizabet h discovered seve ral secret Catholic plots,
some of which clear ly aimed at making Mary queen
of England .

It was difficult for Elizabeth to decide what to do
with Mary. She knew that France was unlikely to

attack England in suppor t of Mary. But she was
afraid that Spain might do so. Marv's close
connection with France. howe ver, was Cl

discouragement to Ph ilip. He would nor wish to
defeat Elizabeth only to put Mary on the throne. It
would be giving England to the French . So for a
long time Elizabeth just kept Mary as a prisone r.

When Elizabeth finally agreed to Marv's execution
in 1587, it was partly because Mary had named
Philip as her heir to the th rone of England , and
because with thi s claim Philip of Spain had decided
to invade England . Elizabeth no longer had a
reason to keep Mary alive. In England Mary's
execution was popular. The Catholic plot s and the
dan gers of a foreign Catholic invasion had changed
people's feelings. By 1585 most English people
bel ieved that to be a Catholic was to be an enemy
of England. T his hatred of everyth ing Cat ho lic
became an important political force.



11 England and her neighbours
T he new foreign policy ' The new trading empire ' Wales' Ireland·
Scotland and England ' Mary Queen of Scots and the Scottish
Reformation' A Scottish king for England

The new foreign policy
During the Tudor period, from 1485 until 1603 ,
English fore ign policy changed severa l t imes. But
by the end of the period England had estab lished
some basic principles. Henry VII had been careful
to remain friend ly with neighbouring countries. His
son, Henry VIII, had been more ambitious, hoping
to play an importa nt part in Europea n politics. He
was unsuccessful. Mary allied England to Spain by
her marriage. T his was not on ly unpopular but was
politica lly unwise: England had nothing to gain
from being allied to a more powerful coun try.
Elizabeth and her adv isers conside red trade the
most importan t fore ign policy matt er , as Henry VII
had done. For the m whichever country was
England's greates t trade rival was also its greatest
enemy. T h is idea remained the basis of England's
foreign policy until the n ineteen th century.

Elizabeth's grandfather, Henry VII, had recognised
the importance of trade and had built a large fl eet
of merch ant ships. His son, Henry VIII, had spent
money on warsh ips and guns, makin g English guns
the best in Europe.

Elizabeth's fore ign policy carried Henry VII's work
much further. encouraging merch ant expansion.
She co rrectly recognised Spa in as her main trade
rival and enemy. Spain at that tim e ruled th e
Netherlands, altho ugh many of the people were
Protestant and were fight ing for their independence
from C at ho lic Spanish rule. Because Spain and
France were rivals, Spanish soldiers could only
reach the Netherlands from Spain by sea. This

meant sailing up the English C hannel. Elizabeth
helped the Dutch Prot estants by allowing their
sh ips to use English harbours from which they could
attack Spanish sh ips, often with the hel p of the
English. When it looked as if the Dutch rebels
migh t be defeated, after they lost th e city of
Antwe rp in 1585, Elizabeth agreed to help them
with money and soldiers. It was almost an ope n
declarat ion of war on Spa in.

English sh ips had already been attacking Span ish
sh ips as th ey ret urned from A mer ica loaded with
silver and gold. T h is had been going on since abo ut
1570, and was the result of Spain's refusal to allow
England to trade freely with Spanish Ame rican
colon ies. A lthough these English sh ips were
private ly ow ned "privateers", the treasure was
shared with the queen . Elizabeth apologised to
Spa in but kep t her sha re of wha t had been taken
from Span ish sh ips. Philip knew quite well that
Elizabeth was enco uraging the "sea dogs", as th ey
were known. These seamen were traders as well as
pirates and adventurers. The most famous of th em
were John Hawkins. Francis Drake and Martin
Frobisher, but there were many ot hers who were
also trying to build English sea trade and to
int errupt Spa in's .

Phili p decided to conquer England in 1587 because
he believed thi s had to be done before he would be
able to defeat the Dutch rebels in the Ne therlands.
He hoped that enough Catho lics in England would
be willin g to help h im. Ph ilip's large army was
already in the Netherlands. He built a great fleet of
sh ips, an "A rmada", to move h is army across the
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Elizabeth triumphant The
famous "Armada pomait"
shows the Spanish Armada in fuU
sail (left) andwrecked upon
Ireland's shores (right). Under
Elizabeth's riJ{hl hand lies the
world, a reference to Frcncs
Drake's successful voyage around
the world, the expeditions of
other explorers, and England's
growing secpower. Elizabeth
enjoyed glory, andher great
vanity shows in this portrait.

Engl ish C hanne l from th e Ne therlands. But in
1587 Fran cis Drake attacked and destroyed part of
th is fleet in Cadiz harbour.

Philip started again, and built the largest fl eet that
had eve r gone to sea. But most of th e sh ips were
designed to carry soldiers, and the few fighting ships
were not as good as the English ones . English sh ips
were longer and narrower, so that they were faster,
and the ir guns could also shoot further than the
Span ish ones.

W he n news of th is Arm ada reached England in
summer 1588, Elizabeth called her soldiers
together. She won their hearts with well-chosen
words: "I am come . . . to live or die amongst you
all, to lay down for my God, and for my kingdo m,
and for my people, my honour and my blood even
in the dust. I know I have th e body of a weak and
feeble woman, but I have the hear t and stomach of
a king, and of a king of England too ."

The Spanish Armada was defeated more by bad
weather than by English guns. Some Spanish sh ips
were sunk , but most were blown northwards by the
wind, many being wrecked on the rocky coasts of
Sco tland and Ireland . For England it was a
glor ious moment, but it did not lead to an end of
the war with Spain , and England found itself

74

having to spend more than eve r on England's
defence. Peace was on ly made with Spain once
Elizabeth was dead.

The new trading empire
Both before and after the Armada, Elizabeth
followed two policies. She encouraged English
sailors like John Hawkin s and Francis Drake to
continue to attack and dest roy Spanish ships
bringing gold, silver and other treasures back from
th e newly discovered cont ine nt of America. She
also encouraged English traders to settle abroad and
to crea te colo nies. This second policy led directly
to Britain 's colon ial empire of th e seventeenth and
e ightee nth ce nturies.

The fi rst English colon ists sailed to Am erica
towards the end of th e century. One of the best
known was Sir Wa ite r Raleigh , who brought
tobacco back to England. T he set tle rs tried without
success to start profitable co lon ies in Virginia,
whic h was na med after Elizabeth , the "v irgin" or
unm arried queen. But th ese were on ly beginn ings.

England also began selling West African slaves to
work for the Spanish in Amer ica. Joh n Hawkins
carried his first slave cargo in 1562. By 1650 slavery
had beco me an important trade , bringing wea lth
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11 England and her neighhours

A mapof the WOTld dTawn in the
early years ofthe sirreenlh
cen[ury shows geographical
knou/ledge decreasing IJ.'i rh
distance from Europe, AUSlTalia.
farexample, is sou complerely
unknoun, Ewn so. this map u.us
a great imprOtoernent on
geographical knowledge a cenlury
eaTlier, By the end of the century
faT mere accurate mapswere
appearing,

particularly to Bristol in southwest England. It took
until the end of the eigh tee nth century for this
trade to be ended.

This growth of trade abroad was not ent irely new.
The Merch an t Adventurers Company had already
been established with royal support before the end
of the fifteen th cen tury. During Elizabeth's reign
more "chartered" compan ies, as they were known,
were established. A "charter" gave a company the
right to all the business in its particular trade or
region . In return for thi s important advantage the
chartered company gave some of its profits to the
Crown. A number of th ese compan ies were
established during Elizabeth 's reign: the Eastland
Company to trade with Scandinavia and the Balti c
in 1579; the Levan t Company to trade with the
Ottoman Empire in 1581 ; the Africa Company to
trade in slaves, in 1588; and the East India
Company to trade with India in 1600.

The East India Company was established mainl y
because the Dutch controlled the enti re spice trade
with the East Indies (Indonesia) . Spices were
extremely impor tant for making th e winter salted
meat tastie r. The English were det ermined to have
a share in th is rich trade , but were unsuccessful.
However, the East India Company did begin to

operate in India, Persia and even in Japan , where it
had a trading sta t ion from 16 13- 23. The quarrel
over spices was England's fi rst difficul ty with the
Dutch . Before the end of the seventeent h century
trading compet ition with the Dutch had led to
three wars,

Wales
C loser to home, the Tudors did the ir best to bring
Wales, Ireland and Sco tland und er English contro l.

Henry VII was half W elsh. A t th e battle of
Bosworth in 1485 Henry's flag was the red dragon
of Wales. It had been the badge of the legendary
last British (Welsh) king to fight against the
Saxo ns. At the time , Caxton was printing Malory's
poem Morte d'Arthur. Henry cleverly made the
most of popular "Arrhurian" int erest to suggest th at
he was somehow connected with the ancien t
British king, and named his eldest son Arthur. He
also brought man y Wel shmen to his court .

Arrhur, Prince of Wales, died early and Henry's
second son became Henry VIII. But he did not
sha re his father's love of Wa les. His interest was in
power and authority, th rough direct control. He
want ed the Welsh to become English .

O ne example of the changes Hen ry VIII made was
in the matter of names. At that time the We lsh did
not have family names. They used the ir own fi rst
name with those of the ir father and grandfather,
using ap, which mean t "son of". Names were long,
and the English , who had been using family names
for about three hundred years, found them difficult.
From 1535 the English put pressure on the Welsh
to use an English system of names by preventing
We lsh names being used in law courts and on
official papers. By 1750 the use of Welsh names had
almost disappeared, altho ugh not before one
Welshman had made a final and hum orous protest.
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He signed h is name "Si on ap William ap Sion ap
Willi am ap Sion ap Dafvdd ap Ithel Fychan as
Cy nrig ap Robert ap lowerth ap Rhyrid ap lowerth
ap Madoc ap Ednawain Bendew, called afte r the
English fashion John [ones." Many Wels h peop le
acce pted wrong English ways of pronouncing their
names. Others took their fathers' first names and ap
Richa rd, ap Robe rt, ap Hywel , ap Hugh soon
became Pritch ard, Probert , Powell and Pugh.
O thers who had not used "ap'' were known as
Wi lliams, Thomas, Davies, Hughes and so on .

Between 1536 and 1543 Wa les became join ed to
England und er one admin istration. English law was
now the only law for W ales. Local Wel shmen were
appoin ted as JPs, so that the \Velsh genr ry became
part of the ruling English establishment. Those
parts of Wales which had not been "shired" were
now organ ised like English count ies. Wel shmen
entered the English parliament. English beca me the
on ly official language, and Welsh was soo n on ly
spoken in the hi lls. Although Wel sh was not
allowed as an official language, Henry VIII gave
perm ission for a Welsh Bible to be prin ted, wh ich
became the basis on which the We lsh language
survived.

Alth ough most peop le gave up speaking Wel sh,
poets and singers continued to use it . The spoken
word had remain ed the most important part of
Wel sh culture since th e Saxon invasion . The
introduction of schoo ls, using English, almost
destroyed thi s last fortress of Welsh culture. The
gathe rings of poets and singers, known as
eisteddfods , which had been going on since 1170
sudden ly stopped. But at the end of the eight eenth
century, there were still a few who cou ld speak
Wel sh. Eisteddfods began again, bringing back a
tradit ion which st ill cont inues today.

Ireland
Henry VIII wanted to bring Ireland und er his
aut ho rity, as he had don e with Wales. Earlier kings
had allowed the powerful Angle -Irish noble families
to rule, but Hen ry destroyed their power. He
persuaded the Irish parliament to recognise him as
king of Ireland.
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However, Henry also tried to make the Irish accept
his English C hurch Reformation . But in Ireland,
unlike England , the mon asteries and the C hurch
were still an important part of eco nomic and soc ial
life. And the Irish nobility and gent ry, unlik e the
English , felt it was too dangerous to take monastic
land. T hey refused to touch it. W hen an Anglo­
Irish noble rebelled against Henry VIII, he did so in
the na me of Catho licism. Henry VIII failed to get
what he wanted in Ireland. In fact he made things
worse by bring ing Irish nat iona lism and
C atholicism together against English rule.

It is possible that , with out the dan ger of fore ign
invasion. the Tudors might have give n up trying {Q

control the Irish. But Ireland tempted Catho lic
Europe as a place from which to attack the English.
In 1580 , during Elizabeth l's reign , man y Irish
rebe lled, encouraged by the arrival of a few Spanish
and French soldiers.

Queen Elizabeth' s soldiers saw the rebellious Irish
popu lat ion as wild and prim itive peop le and treated
them with great crue lty. Edmund Spenser, a famous
Elizabetha n poet, was secreta ry to the English
commander. Aft er the rebellion was defeated he
wrote, "Out of every corner of the woods ... they
[the Irish rebels] came creeping forth upon their
hands, for the ir legs would not beat them. They
looked like ... death . They spoke like ghosts
crying out of their graves. They did eat th e dead
. . . happy where they could fi nd them ."

The Tudors fough t four wars dur ing the period to
make the Irish accept their authority and th eir
religion . In the end they destroyed the old Gaelic
way of life and introduced English government .

Ireland became England 's first impor tant colony.
T he effect of Engl ish rule was greatest in the north ,
in Ulster, where the Irish tribes had fough t longest.
Here, after the Tudor conquest , lands were taken
and sold to Engl ish and Sco tt ish merchants. The
nat ive Irish were forced to leave o r to work for
these settlers.

The Protestant settlers took most of the good land
in Ulster. Even today most good land in Ulster is
owned by Protestants, and most poor land by
Catho lics. The coun ty of Derry in U lster was taken



over by a group of London merchants and div ided
among rhe twelve main London guilds. The town
of Derry was ren amed Londonderry, afte r its new
merchant ow ners. Th is colonisation did not make
England richer, but it destroyed much of Ireland's
society and economy. It also laid the foundat ions
for war between Protestants and Catholics in Ulster
in the second half of th e twentieth cen tury.

Scotland and England
The Sco tt ish monarchs tried to in troduce the same
kind of centralised monarch y tha t the Tu dors had
sosuccessfully developed in England. But it was
much harder, because the Scottish econo my was
weaker, and Scortish society more lawless.
However, James IV, [arnes V, Mary who was
exec uted by her cousin Elizaberh of England, and
her son [arnes VI made important steps forward.
They tried to control the lawless border country
with England, and rhe disobedient Highland clans
in the north . For the Sco tt ish kings th ere was
always a prob lem. T he most disobedient were ofte n
the best fi ghters, and no king wanted to make
enemies of those who migh t help h im in batt le
aga inst the English .

Knowing how weak they were, the Scottish kings
usually avo ided war with England . They made a
peace treaty wirh Henry VII, the first with an
Engl ish king since 1328, and [arnes IV married
Henry's daughter Margaret. But Henry VIII still
wanted Scotland to accept his authority. In 151 3
his army dest royed th e Sco tt ish army at F1OOden. It
was the worst defeat the Scots ever experienced.
[ames himself was killed, an d with h im ove r twenty
Scottish nob les,

The battl e of Flodde n increased the disagreement
between those Scott ish nobles who felt that
Scotland shou ld move towards a closer friendsh ip
with Eng land and those who wanted to remain
loya l to the Auld A lliance with France. The
Scottish monarch had to find a balance between
these two, to keep bot h his nobles and his
neighbours happy . The Protestant Reformation in
Europe, and particu larly in England, also increased
the uncertainty and danger. T he re was talk of a
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Catho lic invasion of England by France and Spa in.
Many Sco ts wanted to stay on the side of Catholic
Europe in the hope of sha ring the fruits of a
Carho lic invasio n of England.

But Henry VIII reminded th e Scots th at it was
dangerous to work against him. He sent ano the r
army into Sco tland to make the Sco tt ish James V
accepr his authority. [ames's army was badly de­
feated and [ arnes himself died shor tly after. Henry
hoped to marry h is son Edwarc! to the baby Q ueen
of Sco ts, Mary, and in th is way join the two
countries toge the r under an English king. A n
agreement was reached in 1543.

O rdinary Scots were most unhappy at the idea of
being ruled by England. In spite of the ir fear of the
powerful English armies, a new Scottish par liament,
aware of popu lar feeling, tu rned down the marriage
agreement. For the next two years English soldiers
punished th em by burn ing and destroying rhe
houses of sout hern Sco tland. Rather than give littl e
Mary to the English, the Sco ts sent her to France ,
where she married the French king's son in 1558.

Mary Queen of Scots and the
Scottish Reformation
Mary was troub led by bad luck and wrong dec isions.
She returned to Sco tland as both queen and widow
in 156 1. She was Catho lic, but during he r time in
France Scotland had become officially and
popu larly Protestant.

The Scottish nobles who supported friendship with
England had welcomed Protestantism for bot h
political and economic reasons. The new religion
brought Sco tland closer to England than France.
Financially, the Sco tt ish mona rch could take ove r
th e great wealth of the C hurch in Sco tland and th is
wou ld almost certa inly mean awards of land to the
nobles, The yearlv income of the C hurch in
Sco tland had been twice that of the monarch .

Un like the English, however, the Scots were
careful not to give the monarch authority over the
new Protestant Scottish "Kirk", as the C hurch in
Sco tland was ca lled. This was possible because the
Reform ation took place whil e rhe queen, Mary, was

77



An Illustrated History of Britain

not in Sco tland, and unable to int erfere. The new
Kirk was a far more democratic organisation than
th e English Ch urch, because it had no bishops and
was governed by a Genera l Assembly. The Kirk
taugh t th e importance of personal belief and the
study of the Bible, and this led quickly to th e idea
that education was important for eve ryone in
Sco tland. As a result most Sco ts remained better
educated than othe r Europeans, incl uding the
English , un til the end of the nineteen th century.

Protestantism had spread quickly th rough the
Sco tt ish universitie s, which were closely connected
to those in Ge rmany and Scandinavia. The new
Kirk in Scotland disliked Mary and her French
Catho licism. Mary was careful not to give the Kirk
any reason for actua lly opposing her. She made it
clea r she would not try to brin g back Ca tholicism.

Mary was soon married again, to Lord Damley, a
'Scottish Catho lic'. But when she tired of him, she
allowed herself to agree to his murder and marri ed
the murderer, Bothwel l. Scott ish society, in spite of
its lawlessness, was shocked. T he English
govemment did not look forward to the possibility
of Mary succee ding Elizabe th as queen . In addition
to her Cathol icism and her strong Frenc h culture,
she had show n very poor judgement. By her
behaviour Mary probably destroyed her cha nce of
inheri t ing the English throne. She found herself at
war with her Sco tt ish oppone nts, and was soon
cap tured an d impri soned. However, in 1568 she
escaped to England , where she was held by
Elizabeth for nineteen years before she was finally
exec uted.

A Scottish king for England
Mary's son, [ ames VI, started to rule at the age of
twelve in 1578. He showed great skill from an early
age. He knew that if he behaved correc tly he could
expect to inheri t the English throne after
Elizabeth's death , as he was her closest relati ve. He
also knew that a Ca tho lic alliance between Spain
and France might lead to an invasion of England so
he knew he had to remain friendlv with them too.
He managed to "face both ways" , while remaining
publicly the Protestant ally of England.
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Mary Queen of Scots had poor judgement, but she was a beauty. Neither of
these qualities helped her in her relations with her cousin Elizabeth 1, and an
act offoolishness finally los t her her head.

[ames VI is rememb ered as a weak man and a bad
decision -maker. But thi s was not true whil e he was
king only in Sco tland. Early in his reign, in the last
years of the sixteenth century, he rebuilt the
authority of the Sco tt ish C rown after the disasters
which had happened to his mother, grand father
and great-grandfather. He brough t the Cat holic
and Protestant nobles and also the Kirk more or less
under royal con tro l. These were the successes of an
extremel y clever diplomat. Like the Tudors, he was
a firm believer in th e author ity of the Crown , and
like them he worked with sma ll counc ils of
mini sters, rather th an Parliament. But he did not
have the money or military power of the Tudors.

[arnes VI's greatest success was in gaining the
English throne when Elizabet h died in 1603 at the
unu sually old age of 70. If Elizabeth 's advisers had
had serious doubts about [arnes as a suitable
Protestant ruler, they would probably have tried to

fi nd ano ther successor to Elizabeth . Few in England
could have liked the idea of a new king coming
from Scotland, their wild northern neighbour. The
fact that England accepted him suggests that its
leading sta tesmen had confidence in [arnes's skills.



12 Government and society
Tudor parliaments ' Rich and poor in town and country ' Domestic
life' Language and culture

During the Tudor period the changes in
governmen t, society and the eco nomy of England
were more far-reaching tha n they had been for
centuri es. But most far-reach ing of all were the
changes in ideas, partly as a result of the rebirth of
inte llect ual att itudes known as th e Renaissance,
which had spread slowly northwards from its
beginnings in Italy. In England the nature of the
Renaissance was also affected by the Protestan t
Reformation and the econo mic changes that
followed from it.

Tudor parliaments
The Tudor monarchs did not like gove rn ing
through Parliamenr. Hen ry VII had used
Parliamen t on ly for law making. He seldo m called
it together, and the n only when he had a parti cular
job for it. Henry VIII had used it first to mise
money for his milita ry adventures, and then for his
struggle with Rome. His aim was to make sure that
the powerful members from the shires and towns
supported h im, because they had a great dea l of
cont rol over popu lar feel ing. He also wan ted to
frighten the priests and bishops into obeying him ,
and to frighten the pope into giving in to his
demands.

Perhaps Hen ry h imself did not realise that by
inviting Parliament to make new laws for the
Reformation he was giving it a level of aut hority it
never had before. Tu dor mon arch s were certainly
not more democratic than earlier kings, but by
using Parliament to strengthen their policy, th ey
actually inc reased Parliament's author ity.

Parliamen t strengthened its position again during
Edward VI's reign by ordering the new prayer book
to be used in all churches, and forbiddin g the
Catho lic mass. W hen the Ca tho lic Qu een Marv
came to the throne she succeeded in making
Parl iament cance l all th e new Reform ation laws,
and agree to her marriage to Philip of Spain. Bur
she could not persuade Parliament to accept him as
king of England after her death .

O n ly two things persuaded Tudor mon arch s not to
get rid of Parliament altogethe r: they needed mon ey
and they needed the support of the merch ants and
land owners. In 1566 Queen Elizabeth told the
French ambassador that the three parliaments she
had already held were enough for any reign and she
would have no more . Today Parliament must meet
every year and rem ain "in session" for three,
quarters of it. Th is was not at all the case in the
sixteenth ce ntury.

In the early sixteenth century Parl iament on ly met
when the monarc h ordered it . Sometimes it met
twice in one year, but then it might not meet again
for six years. In the first forty-four years of Tudor
rule Parliament mer on ly twenty times. Henry VIII
assembled Parliament a littl e more often to make
the laws for C hurch reformation . But Elizabeth,
like he r grandfat her Hen ry VII, tried not to use
Parliament afte r her Reformation Sett lement of
1559, and in forty-four years she only let
Parliamen t meet th irteen times.

During the cen tury power moved from the House of
Lords to the House of Commons. T he reason for
this was simple. The Members of Parliament (MPs)
in the Commons represent ed rich er and more
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influen tial classes than the Lords. In fac t, th e idea
of gett ing rid of the House of Lords, sti ll a real
question in British polit ics today, was first suggested
in the sixteenth ce ntury.

The o ld system of representat ion in the Commons,
with two men from each county and two from each
"borough", or town, remained the rule. However,
during the sixteenth century th e size of the
Commons nea rly dou bled , as a resul t of th e
inclusion of We lsh boroughs and coun ties and the
inclusion of more Eng lish boroughs.

But Parliament d id not reall y represent the peopl e.
Few MPs followed the rule of livin g in the area they
represented, and the monarchy used its influence to
make sure that man y MPs would support roya l
policy, rather than the wishes of the ir electors.

In order to co ntrol discussion in Parliament, the
Crown appointed a "Speaker". Even today the
Speaker is respo nsible for good behaviour during
debates in the House of Commo ns. His job in
Tudor times was to make sure that Parliament
discussed what the monarch wanted Parli ament to
discuss, and th at it made the dec ision whi ch he or
she wanted .

Unti l the end of the T udor period Parli amen t was
supposed to do three things: agree to the taxes
needed; make th e laws which th e Crown suggested;
and advise the Crown , but on ly when asked to do
so. In order for Parl iament to be ab le to do these
th ings, MPs were given important rights: freedom
of speec h (t ha t is freedo m to speak the ir th ough ts
free ly wit ho ut fear), freedo m from fear of arrest,
and freedom to mee t and speak to the monarch .

T he T udor monarchs realised that by asking
Parliament for money they were giv ing it power in
the runn ing of the kingdom. A ll the T udor
monarchs tried to get money in other ways. By
1600 Elizabet h had found ways to raise money that
were extreme ly unwise. She sold "monopo lies",
whic h gave a particular person or com pany to ta l
control over a trade. In 1601 , th e last parliamen t of
Elizabeth's reign complaine d to her about th e bad
effect on free trade that these monopoli es had .
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Elizabet h and her adv isers used o the r methods. She
and her ch ief adv iser, Lord Burghl ey, sold official
pos it ions in govern ment. Burghl ey was paid about
£860 a year, but he actu all y made at least £4,000 by
sell ing official position s. He kept th is secret from
Parl iament. Elizabeth's meth ods of raising money
would tod ay be cons ide red dishon est as well as
fooli sh .

In th eir old age Elizabeth and Burghl ey noticed less,
and becam e more ca reless and slower at making
decisions. They allowed the tax system to become
less 'effect ive , and failed to keep information on
how much money peo ple sho uld be paying. England
needed tax reform, wh ich cou ld only be ca rried out
with the agreeme nt of Parli ament. Parli ament
wanted to avoi d th e ma tt er of tax, and so did local
gove rnment because the JPs who were responsible
for co llec t ing ta xes were also lan dlords who would
have to pay them. As JPs were not pa id, they saw
no reason for co llec ti ng unpopu lar taxes. Elizabeth
left her successors to dea l with the probl em .

Elizabeth avo ided ope n discussion on money
matters with Parliament. Th ere was clea rly an
unanswered question about the limits of
Parliamen t's power. W ho sho uld dec ide wha t
Parliament could discuss: the Crown or Parliament
itself? Both th e T udor monarchs and th eir MPs
would have agreed th at it was the Crown th at
dec ided. However, dur ing the sixteenth century the
Tudors asked Parliament to discuss, law-m ak e and
advise on almost eve ry subject.

Parliament natu rally began to th ink it had a right to

discuss th ese quest ions . By th e end of the sixteenth
ce ntury it was beginning to show new confidence,
and in the seve ntee nth century, when the gentry
and merchant classes were far more aware of their
own strength, it was obv ious that Parliament would
cha llenge th e Crown. Even tuall y th is resulted in
war.

Rich and poor in town and
country
Even in 1485 much of th e countryside was sti ll
untouch ed. There were still great forests of oak
trees, and unu sed land in between. There were st ill



Harduick Hall in Derbyshire,
built in the 1580s, astonished
local people /ry ,hedaring use of
somuch glass. Never had
domestic buildings been so light
""de. The owner, Efi,abelh of
Shrewsbury, wasnewly wealthy
and anxiOlLS to be remembered
So she Juul the initials ''E.S. "
placed in the stonework. In
Tudor rimes fumirure became
better. Chairs replaced benches
and stools. feather menresses
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drawer in the bouom. It ucs the
beginning of the chest of drawers.
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wild an ima ls, wild pigs. wild ca ttle . and even a few
wolves. Sca ttered across this countryside were
"islands" of human settle ment . villages and towns.
Few towns had more than 3.000 people. th e size of
a large village today. Most towns, anyway, were no
more th an large villages. with th eir own fie lds and
farms. Even London , a large city of over 60, 000 by
1500, had fields farmed by its c it izens .

In the sixtee nth ce ntury, however, this picture
began to change rapidly. The pop ulat ion increased.
the unused land was cleared for sheep. and large
areas of forest were cut down to provide wood for
the grow ing shipbuild ing indust ry. England was
beginning to experience greater socia l and
economic problems than ever before.

The price of food and othe r goods rose steeply
during the sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries. Th is inflation was without equal un til the
twen tieth ce ntury. T he price of wheat and barley.
necessary for bread and beer, increased over five
times betwee n 1510 and 1650. W h ile most ot her
prices increased by five t imes between 1500 and
1600. real wages fell by half. The governme nt tried
to deal with the probl em of risin g costs by making
coins which co ntained up to 50 per ce nt less
precious meta l. T h is only reduced the value of
money, hel ping to push prices up.

People tho ugh t that in flation was caused by silver
and go ld po uring into Europe from Span ish

A merica. But a grea te r prob lem was th e sudden
increase in populat ion. In England and W ales the
population almos t doubled from 2.2 million in 1525
to four milli on in 1603. T wice the number of
peo ple needed twice the amount of food. It was not
produced. Living conditions got worse as the
population rose. It is not surprising that fewer
people married than ever before.

In the co unt ryside th e peop le who did best in this
situation were the yeoman farmers who had at least
100 ac res of land. T hey produced food to sell, and
emp loyed men to work on their land. T hey worked
as farmers during the week. bur were "gentlemen"
on Sund ays. They were able to go on increasin g
th eir prices because there was no t enough food in
the markets.

Most peop le. however. had on ly twenty acres of
land or less. T hey had to pay rent for the lan d. and
often found it d iffi cult to pay when the rent
increased . Because of the grow ing population it was
harder for a man to find work, or to produce
eno ugh food for h is family.

Many landowners found they cou ld make more
money from sheep farming than from grow ing
crops. They co uld sell the wool for a good price to
th e rapidly growing cloth industry. In order to keep
sheep they fenced off land that had always belonged
to the whole village. Enclosing land in this way was
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A wedding fe(1jt in the village of
Bermondsey, nowa London
suburb. Merry-making isjust
beginning. and theviewgiws us
a good idea of village life. The
T ower of London cm be seen
across the river in the
background.

often against the law, but because JPs were
themselves landlords, few peasan ts could prevent it.
As a result many poor people lost the land they
farmed as well as th e common land where th ey kept
animals, and the tot al amount of land used for
growing food was reduced.

T here was a clear con nection between the dama ge
caused by enclos ures and the growth of the cloth
trade As one man watchi ng the problem wrote in
1583, "t hese enclos ures be th e causes why rich men
eat up poor men as beasts do eat grass." All th rough
the century the gove rnment tried to control
enclosures but without much success. Man y people
became unem ployed.

There were warn ing signs that the problem was
growing. In 1536 large numbers of people from the
north march ed to London to show their anger at
the dissoluti on of the monasteries. Th eir reasons
were only partly rel igious. As life had becom e
harder, the monasteries had given employmen t to
many and provided food for the very poor . This
"Pilgrimage of Grace", as it was known , was cruelly
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put down, and its leaders were exec uted. Without
work to do, man y peop le sto le food in order to eat.
It is thought th at about 7,000 th ieves were hanged
during Henry VIII's reign.

Efforts were made by governmen t to keep orde r in a
situat ion of rising unem ployment. In 1547
Parliament gave magistrates the power to take any
person who was without work and give him for two
years to any local farmer who wanted to use him .
Any person found homeless and unemployed a
second t ime could be exec uted. It did not solve the
crime problem. As one foreign visitor reported,
"There are incredible numbers of robbers here, they
go about in bands of twenty ... "

In 1563 Parliament made JPs responsible for
deciding on fair wages and work ing hours. A worker
was expected to sta rt at fi ve o'clock in th e morning
and work until seven or eight at night with rwo and
a half hours allowed for meals. In order to control
the growing problem of wandering homel ess people,
workers were not allowed to move from the parish
where they had been born without permission . But



A urealury famil., in the 156Os,
The girls in w centre are[wins,
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already there were probably ove r 10,000 homele ss
people on the roads.

Good harvests thro ugh most of the century
probably saved England from disaster , but the re
were bad ones bet ween 1594 and 1597, making the
problem of the poor worse again. In 1601
Parliame nt passed the first Poor Law. This made
local peop le responsible for the poor in thei r own
area. It gave power to JPs to raise mon ey in the
parish to prov ide food, housing and work for the
poor and homeless of the same parish .

Many of the poor moved to towns, where there was
a danger they would join togethe r to fight against
and destroy their rulers. The gove rnment had good
reason ro be afraid. In 1596, during the period of
bad harvests, peasants in Oxfordshire rioted against
the enclos ures of common land. Apprentices in
Londo n rioted against th e city authorit ies. The
Elizabetha n Poor Law was as much a symbo l of
author ity as an act of kindness. It remain ed in
operat ion unr !I 1834.

T he pat tern of employment was changing. T he
production of finished cloth , the most important of
England's products, reached its greatest importance
during the sixtee nth century. C lothma kers and
merchants bought raw wool, gave it to spinners,
who were mostly women and children in cottages,
collected it and passed it on to weavers and ot her
clo thworkers. Then they sold it .

T he successful men of this new capitalist class
showed off their success by building magnificent
houses and churches in the villages where they
worked. England destroyed the Flemish cloth­
making industry, but took advantage of the specia l
ski lls of Flemish craftsmen who came to England.

The lives of rich and poo r were very different. T he
rich ate good qua lity bread made from wheat, while
the poor ate rough bread made from rye and barley.
When the re was not enough food the poor made
their bread from beans, peas, or oats. The rich
showed off their wealth in silk, woo llen or linen
clothing, wh ile the poor wore simple clo thes of
leather or wool.
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By using coa l instead of wood fires, T udor England
learn t how to make greatly improved steel,
necessary for modern weapons. Henry VIII replaced
the longbow with the musket , an early kind of
hand-held gun. Muskets were not as effective as
longbows, but gunpowder and bullets were cheaper
than arrows, and the men cheaper to train.
Improved stee l was used for makin g kni ves and
forks, clocks, watches, nail s and pins. Birmingham,
by using coa l fires to make steel , grew in the
sixteenth ce ntury from a vill age into an important
industri al city. In both Birmingham and
Manc hester ambitious members of the working and
trading classes could now develop new industries,
free from th e controls placed on workers by th e
trade guilds in London and in many ot her older
towns.

Coa l was unpopular, but it burnt bette r than wood
and became the most commonly used fuel ,
espec ially in London , the rapidly growing capita l.
In Henry VIII's reign Lond on had roughly 60,000
inh abit an ts. By the end of the cent ury th is number
had grown to almost 200,000. In 1560 Lond on used
33,000 ton s of coa l from Newcas tle, hut by 1600 it
used five times as much, and the smoke darken ed
the sky ove r London . A foreign ambassador wrote
th at the city stan k, and was "the filthi est in the
world".

Domestic life
Foreign visitors were surprised that wo men in
England had greater freedom than anywhere else in
Europe. A lthoug h they had to obey the ir husbands,
they had self-confidence and were not kep t h idden
in the ir homes as women were in Spa in and other
co untries. Th ey were allowed free and easy ways
with strangers. As one fore igne r delightedly
not iced, "You are received with a kiss by all, when
you leave you are sent wit h a kiss. You return and
kisses are repeated. II

However, there was a dark side to married life .
Most women bore betwee n eight and fifteen
ch ildren, and many women died in ch ildb irt h .
T hose who did not saw half their ch ildren die at a
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young age. No one dared ho pe for a long married
life because the dangers to life were too great. For
this reason, and because marriage was often an
eco nomic arrangement, deep emotiona l ties often
seem to have been absent. When a wife died, a
husband looked for ano ther.

Both rich and poor lived in small family groups.
Brothers and siste rs usually did not live with each
other or with their parents once they had grown up.
They tried to find a place of their own. Over half
th e popu lation was und er twenty-five , while few
were ove r sixty. Queen Elizabeth reac hed the age of
seventy, but thi s was unusual. People expec ted to

work hard and to die young. Poor ch ildren started
work at the age of six or seve n.

A n Italian visitor to England gives an interesting
view of English society in T udor times: "T he
English are great lovers of themselves, and of
eve ryth ing belonging to them ; th ey th ink that there
are no other men than themsel ves, and no o ther
world but England : and whenever they see a
handsome foreigner, they say tha t 'he looks like an
Englishman' ." The English did not love th eir
children, he tho ugh t, for "hav ing kept them at
hom e till they arrive at the age of seve n or nine
years at the most, th ey put them out , boys and
girls, to ha rd service in the houses of ot her people,
hold ing th em to seven or eight years' hard service.
They say they do it in order that their ch ildren
might learn better manners. But I believe that they
do it because they are bette r served by strangers
than they would be by their own ch ildren."

In spite of the hard condit ions of life , most people
had a larger and better home to live in tha n ever
before. Ch imneys, whic h before had only been
found in the homes of the rich , were now built in
every house. This technical deve lopment made
cooking and heating easier and more comfortable.
For the fi rst time more than one room co uld be used
in winter.

Between 1530 and 1600 almost eve ryone doubled
the ir living space. After 1570 the wealthy yeoman's
family had eight or more rooms and workers'
families had th ree rooms instea d of one, and more
furniture was used than ever before.



One group of people suffered part icularly badly
during the Tudor period . These were the unmarried
women. Before the Reformation many of these
women could become nuns, and be assured that in
the religious life they would be safe and respected.
After the dissolution of the monasteries, thousands
became beggars on the roads of England. In fut ure
an unmarried woman could on ly hope to be a
servant in someo ne else's house, or to be kept by
her own family. She had littl e cho ice in life.

Language and culture
At the beginn ing of th e T udor period English was
still spoken in a number of different ways. T here
were st ill reminders of the Saxon, Angle, Jute and
Viking invas ions in the different forms of language
spoken in differen t part s of the country. S ince the
time of C ha ncer. in the mid-fourteenth cent ury,
London English, itself a mixtu re of south Mid land
and southeastern English , had become accepted as
standard English. Printing made this standard
English more widely accepted amongst th e literate
populat ion . For th e first time, peop le started to
think of London pron unciat ion as "correct"
pronunciat ion. O ne educator in Hen ry VIII's tim e
spoke of the need to teach ch ildren to speak
English "which is clean , polite, [and] perfectly . ..
pronou nced." Until T udor t imes the local forms of
speech had been spoken by lord and peasan t alike.
From T udor t imes onwards the way peop le spoke
began to show the difference between the m.
Educated peop le began to speak "co rrect" English,
and uneducated people cont inued to speak the local
dialect .

Li teracy increased greatly during the rnid-slxrcen rh
century, even though the religious houses, which
had always prov ided trad itiona l educat ion, had
closed. In fact , by the seve nteenth century about
half th e popul at ion could read and write.

Nothi ng, however, showed England's new
confidence more than its artistic flowering during
the Ren aissance. England felt the effects of the
Renaissance later than much of Europe because it
was an island. In the early years of the sixteenth
centu ry English th in kers had beco me interested in
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the work of the Dutch philosopher Erasmus, O ne of
them , Thomas More, wrote a study of the ideal
nation , ca lled Utopia, which became extremely
popu lar throughout Europe .

T he Renaissance also infl uenced religion ,
encouraging the Protestan t Reformat ion, as well as
a freer approac h to ways of thinking within the
Catho lic Ch urch . In music England enj oyed its
most fruitful period ever. There was also
considerab le interest in the new pain ters in Europe,
and England developed its own special kind of
painting, the miniature portrait.

literature, however, was England's greatest art
form. Playwrights like C hrisrophe r Marlowe, Ben
[onson , and Will iam Sha kespeare filled the theatre s
with their exciting new plays.

Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon . and
went to the local grammar school. His education
was typical of the T udor age, because at th is time
the "grammar" schoo ls, whic h tried to teach
"correct" English, became the co mmonest form of
educati on . His plays were popular with both
educated and uneducated people. Man y of h is plays
were about English h istory, but he changed fact to
suit public opinion.

No th ing shows the adventurous spirit of the age
better than the "soldier poets" . These were true
Renaissance men who were both brave and cruel in
war, but also h ighly educated . Sir Edmund Spenser,
who fought with the army in Ireland , was one. Sir
Ph ilip Sidney , killed fighting th e Span ish in the
Netherlands, was ano ther. A th ird was Sir Waiter
Raleigh , adve nt urer and poet. W hile imprisoned in
the Tower of London waiting to be executed,
he wrote a poem which describes how time takes
away youth and gives back on ly old age and dust . It
was found in his Bible afte r his execution:

Even such is time, that takes in trust
O ur youth, our joys, our all we have,
And pays us bur with earth and dust .
Who , in the dark and silent grave,
Whe n we have wand ered all our ways.
Shu ts up the story of our days.
But from th is earth, thi s grave, thi s dust ,
My God sha ll raise me up, I trust.
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The Stuarts
13 Crown and Parliament

Parliament against the Crown . Religious disagreement . Civil war

The Sruarr monarchs, from James I onwards, were
less successful than the Tudors. T hey quarrelled
with Parliament and thi s resulted in civil war. The
only king of England ever to be tried and executed
was a Sruarr, The republic that followed was even
more unsuccessful, and by popular demand the dead
king's son was ca lled back to the throne. Another
Stuarr king was driven from his throne by his own
daughter and her Dutch husband, W illiam of
Orange. Wi lliam became king by Parliament 's
election, not by right of birth . Whe n the last
Stuart , Queen Anne, died in 1714, the mon arch y
was no longer absolute ly powerful as it had been
when [arnes VI rode south from Sco tland in 1603.
It had become a "parliamentary monarch y"
controlled by a constitution.

These important changes did not take place simply
because the Sruarts were bad rulers. T hey resulted
from a basic change in society. Durin g the
seventeenth century eco no mic power moved even
fas ter int o the hands of the merchant and
landowning farmer classes. T he Crown cou ld no
longer raise money or govern without their eo­
operation. T hese groups were represented by the
House of Commons. In ret urn for money th e
Commons deman ded polit ical power. The victory
of the Commo ns and the classes it represented was
unavoidable.

Charles I on horseback, pcinred in 1633 lry the great COUT! painter Anlhony
Van Dyck. This pictureannounces the triumph 0/ kingship. At the time
Charles was at the heighl of his poo.'ef. He had no need of Parliament andif
seemed [hat the king could rule alone, as the king of France u.w doing.
Charlesuus farally wrong. Ir was Parliament char triumphed during the
set't'l'lreenmcentury. By rhe end of the century rhe pceers of !he sotJeTeign
uere umired by !he UJiU of PllTUamenL. In the bottom lefl corner are the
Sruan arms. combiningfor the finl time theEnglish "quarteTS"
uirh the ScunishUan Rampanland the IrishHarp.

It would be interestin g to know how the T udors
would have dealt with the growing power of the
House of Commons. They had been lucky not to

have thi s prob lem . But they had also been more

lames I U '(IS a disappoimmenr to the Engltih. As lames VI in Scotland he
had cered skilfully to suroive the plots of his nobks. In England he was beuer
known farhis Luk of skiUin dealingU1Ut Parliament and wiUt his ministers.
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willing to give up their beliefs in order that their
policies would succeed. The Stuarts, on the other
hand, held onto their beliefs however much it cost
them, even when it was foolish to do so.

The political developments of the per iod also
resulted from basic changes in th inking in the
seventeenth cen tury. By 1700 a ruler like Henry
VIII or Elizabeth 1 would have been quite
unthinkable. By the time Q ueen Anne died, a new
age of reason and science had arriv ed,

Parliament against the Crown
The first signs of trouble between Crown and
Parliament came in 1601 , when the Commons were
angry over Elizabeth's policy of selling monopoli es.
But Parliament did not demand any changes . It did
not wish toupset th e agein g queen whom it feared
and respecred ,

Like Elizabeth, [arnes 1 tried to rule with out
Parliament as much as possible. He was afraid it
would interfere , and he preferred to rule with a
small counc il.

[ames was clever and well educated. As a child in
Scotland he had been kidn apped by groups of
nobl es, and had been forced to give in to the Kirk.
Because of these experiences he had developed
strong beliefs and opin ions . The most important of
these was his belief in the divine right of kings. He
believed that the king was chosen by God and
therefore on ly God could judge him . [ ames's ideas
were not different from those of earlier monarchs,
or other mon archs in Europe.

He expressed these opin ions open ly, however, and
thi s led to trouble with Parliament. [arnes had an
unfortunate ha bit of saying someth ing true or cle ver
at the wrong moment. The French king described
[ames as "the wisest fool in C hristendo m". It was
unkind , but true. [arnes, for all his clevern ess,
seemed to have lost the commonsense which had
helped him in Sco tland.

When Elizabeth died she left James with a huge
debt, larger than the total yearly income of the
Crown. [arues had to ask Parliamenr to raise a tax
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to pay the debt. Parliament agreed, but in return
insisted on the right to discuss [ames's home and
foreign policy . [arnes, however , insisted th at he
alone had the "divine tight" to make these
decisions. Parliament disagreed, and it was
supported by the law.

Jame s had made rhe mistake of appoin ting
Elizabeth 's mini ster , Sir Edward Coke, as Ch ief
Justice . Co ke made decisions based on the law
which limited the king's power. He judged that the
king was not above the law I and even more
important , that the king and his counc il could not
make new laws. Laws could on ly be made by Act of
Parliament. [ ames removed Coke from the position
of Chief Justice, but as an MP Coke cont inued to
make troubl e. He reminded Parliamen t of Magna
Cart a, interpreting it as the great cha rte r of English
freedom. Although this was not really true , his
claim was poli tically useful to Parliament. This was
the first quarrel between [ ames and Parliament, and
it started the bad feeling which lasted dur ing his
ent ire reign , and that of his son C harles.

[arnes was successful in ruling with out Parliament
between 1611 and 1621 , but it was on ly possible
because Britain remain ed at peace. [ames could not
afford the cost of an army. In 1618, at th e
beginning of the Thirty Years War in Europe ,
Parliament wished to go to war agains t the
Catho lics. [arnes would not agree. Until his death
in 1625 [arues was always quarrelling with
Parliament over money and over its desire to play a
part in his foreign policy.

C harles I found him self quarrelling even more
bitterly with the Commons th an his fathe r had
done, mainl y over money. Finally he said ,
"Parliaments are altogether in my power .. . As I
find th e fruits of them good or evil, they are to

contin ue or not to be." Cha rles dissolved
Parliament.

Charles's need for money, however, forced him to
recall Parliament , but each time he did so , he
quarre lled with it . When he tried raising mon ey
with out Parl iament, by borrow ing from merchants,
bank ers and land owning gen try, Parliamen t decided
to make Cha rles agree to certa in "par liamentary



right s" . It hoped C harles could not raise enough
money withou t its help, and in 1628 th is happened .
In return for the money he badly needed, C harles
promised that he would on ly raise money by Act of
Parliament , and that he would not imprison anyone
without lawful reason.

These righ ts, know n as the Pet it ion of Right,
established an important rule of govern ment by
Parliament , because the king had now agreed that
Parliamen t controlled bo th state money, the
"nationa l budget" , and the law. C ha rles realised
that the Pet ition made nonsense of a king's "divine
right ". He dec ided to prevent it bein g used by
dissolving Parliament the following year.

Charles surprised everyone by bein g able to rule
successfully witho ut Parliament. He got rid of much
dishonesty that had begun in the Tu dor period and
continued during h is fathe r's reign . He was able to

balance his budgets and make admin istrat ion
effic ient. C ha rles saw no reason to explain his
policy or method of government to anyone. By
1637 he was at the height of his power. His
author ity seemed to be more completely accepted
than the author ity of an English king had been for
centuries. It also seemed that Parl iament migh t
never meet again.

Religious disagreement
In 1637 , however, Cha rles began to make serious
mistakes. T hese resulted from the religious situa t ion
in Brita in. His father, [ames, had been pleased tha t
the Anglican Church had bishops. T he y willingly
supported hi m as head of the English Ch urch . And
he disliked the Presbyterian Kirk in Sco tland
because it had no bishops. It was a more democra tic
institut ion and th is gave politica l as well as religious
power to the literate classes in Sco tland. T hey had
given him a difficult time before he became king of
England in 1603.

There were also peop le in England, known as
Puritans, who, like the Sco tt ish Presbyterians,
wanted a democrat ic C hurch. Q ueen Elizabet h had
been careful to preve nt them from gaining power in
the Anglican C hurch. She even executed a few of
them for print ing books against the bishops. In
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1604 , Puritan s met [ames to ask him to remove the
Anglican bishops to make the English Ch urch
more like the Kirk, but he saw on ly danger for the
Crown. "A Sco tt ish Presbvtery agrees as well with
monarchy as Go d with the Devil," he remar ked ,
and sent them away with the words, "No bishop,
no king."

C harles shared his fathe r's dislike of Pur itan s. He
had married a French Catho lic, and the marriage
was unpopular in Protestant Britain. Man y MPs
were either Puritans or sympat h ised with them , and
many of the wealth-creat ing classes were Puritan.
But Charles took no notice of popular feeling, and
he appo inted an enemy of the Puritans , W illiam
Laud , as Archbishop of Ca nterbury.

Archbishop Laud brough t back into the Anglican
C hurch many Ca tho lic practices. They were
extrem ely unpopular. Anti-Catho lic feeling had
been increased by an event over thirty years earlier,
in 1605. A small group of Catho lics had been
caught trying to blow up the Houses of Parliament
with King [arnes inside. O ne of these men, G uy
Fawkes, was captured in the cellar under the
House. T he escape of king and Parliament caught
peop le's imagination, and 5 November, the
anniversary. became an occas ion for ce lebration
with fireworks and bonfires.

Archb ishop Laud tr ied to make the Scott ish Kirk
accept the same organisat ion as the C hurch in
England. [arnes I would have realised how
dangerous this was, but his son , Cha rles, did not
because he had on ly lived in Sco tland as an infant .
W he n Laud tried to introduce the new prayer book
in Sco tland in 1637 the result was national
resistance to the introduction of bishops and what
Scots thought of as Catho licism .

In spring 1638 Cha rles faced a rebel Scottish army .
W ithout the help of Parliamen t he was only able to
put togethe r an inexpe rienced army. It marched
north and found that th e Sco ts had crossed the
borde r. Cha rles knew his army was un likely to win
against the Scots. So he agreed to respect all
Sco ttis h polit ical and religious freedo ms, and also
to pay a large sum of money to persuade the Scots
to return home.
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It was impossible for C ha rles to find th is money
except through Parliament. T his gave it the chance
to end eleven years of absolute rule by Cha rles, and
to force him to rule under par liamentary control. In
return for its help , Parliament made C harles accept
a new law whic h stated that Parliament had to
meet at least once eve ry three years. However. as
the months went by, ir became increasingly clear
that Charles was not willing ro keep h is agreements
with Parliament. Ruling by "d ivine righ t" , C harles
felt no need to accept its decisions.

Civil war
Events in Scotland made C harles dep end on
Parliament, but events in Ireland resulted in civil
war. [ames I had continued Elizabeth's policy and
had colon ised Ulster, the northern part of Ireland,

D ec ruroll ed by
Parliament

D controlled by
the king

,==,==' 00 km ~

The areas COf1tTOUed by Parliament and !he king halfwa'J lhTOugh !he Civil
Wa,. /642-1 645.
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mainl y with farmers from the Scortish Lowlands.
The Catho lic Irish were sent off the land, and even
those who had worked for Protestant set tlers were
now rep laced by Protestant workers from Scotland
and England .

In 1641, at a momen t when Cha rles badly needed a
period of quiet , Ireland exp loded in rebell ion
against the Protestant English and Scottish settlers.
As man y as 3,000 peop le, men, women and child­
ren , were killed, most of them in Ulster. ln
London , C harles and Parliament quarrelled over
who shou ld control an army to defeat the rebels.
Many believed that C harles on ly wanted to raise an
army in order to dissolve Parliament by force and to

rule alone again . C ha rles's friendsh ip towards the
Catho lic Church increased Protestan t fears.
Already some of the Irish rebels claimed to be
rebelling against the English Protestant Parliament,

Parliamenf met at: Wes!miruLeT in 1640, derermfned ro limit Charles 1'5
freedom and tc ensure that Parliament would meet regularly in future.
Because of rebeUiems in Sccdcnd and in Ireland, Charles had regil.'t' in to

Parliament's wish to oversee gOtltTTlment .
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The banleof NaselJy in 1645 marked the final defeal of Charles I by Parliament. Charles can beseen in frontof hisanny. General
Fairfaxcommanded the Parliamentarians . and his second-in-commend, OliverCromweU, commanded the right wing of the anny.

but not against the king. In 1642 Charles ttied to
arrest five MPs in Parliament. Although he was
unsuccessful, it convinced Parliament and its
supporters all ove r England that they had good
reason to fear.

London locked its gates against the kin g, and
Charles moved to Nottingha m, where he gathe red
an army to defear rhose MPs who opposed h im.
The Civil War had srarted. Most people, borh in
the country and in the towns, did not wish to be on
one side or the orher. In fact, no more than 10 per
cent of the popu lation became involved. But most
of the House of Lords and a few from th e Commons
supported Charles. The Royalists, known as
"Cavaliers" , controlled most of the north and west.
But Parliament controlled East Anglia and the
southeast , including London. Its army at first
consisted of armed groups of London apprentices.
Their short hair gave the Parliamentarian soldiers
their popul ar name of "Roundheads".

Unless the Royalists could win quickl y it was
certain that Parliament would win in the end.
Parliament was supported by the navy , by most of
the merchants and by the population of London. It
therefore controlled the most important national
and international sources of wealth . The Royalists,
on the ot her hand, had no way of raising money.
By 1645 the Royalist army was unpaid, and as a
result soldie rs either ran away, or sto le from local
villages and farms. In the end they lost their
courage for the fight against th e Parliamentarians,
and at Naseby in 1645 the Royalist army was finally
defeated.

Most peop le were happy that the war had ended .
Trade had been interrupted, and Parliament had
introduced new taxes to pay for the war. In many
places peop le had to ld bot h armies to stay away
from their areas. They had had enough of
uncontrolled soldiers and of paying the cost of the
war.
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Republican Britain . Catholicism, the Crown and the new
constitutional monarchy . Scotland and Ireland . Foreign relations

Republican Britain
Severa l MPs had commanded the Parliamentarian
army. Of these , the strongest was an East An glian
gen tleman farmer named O liver Cromwell. He had
created a new "model " army, the first regular force
from which the British army of toda y dev eloped .
Instead of country people or gentry, Cromwell
invit ed into h is arin y educated men who wanted to

fight for their beliefs.

C romwell and h is adv isers had cap tured the king in
1645, but they did not know what to do with him .
This was an entirely new situat ion in English
history . C harles himself continued to encourage
rebell ion against Parl iament even after he had
surrendered and had been imprisoned. He was able
to encourage the Sco ts to rebel against the
Parliamentarian army. After the Scots were
defeated some Puri tan officers of the
Parliamentar ian army demanded the king's death
for treason.

The Parliamentarian leaders now had a prob lem.
T hey could either bring Charles back to the thro ne
and allow him to rule, or remove him and create a
new political system. By th is tim e most peop le in
bot h Houses of Parliament and probably in the
country wanted the king back . T hey feared the
Parl iamentarian s and they feared the dan gerous
beh aviour of the army. But some army commanders
were determined to get rid of the king. These men
were Puritans who believed they could build God's
kingdom in England .

Two-thirds of the MPs did not want to put the king
on trial. They were removed from Parl iament by
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It is said th£u O/it/er Cromwell. «!ith Puritan humi/i()', told his /Xlinter,
Samuel Cooper, 10 include the warts Oil hisface. BtH as well as humilit)'
Cromwellalso had a soldiL>r's belief in aUlhorify. As a resulr he was
Impo{lItlar us Lord Protector . He failed 10pcrsw:u1e the English tha t

republican .l:0vemmenrwas better flum monarchy, mainly because peoplehad
less freedom under hi!> authoritarian rule than they Md under Charles 1.

the army, and the remaining fifty-three judged him
and found him guilty of making "war against his
kingdom and the Parliamen t". O n 31 Janu ary 1649
King C harles was execut ed . It was a cold day and
he wore two shirts so that the crowd who came to

watch would not see him sh iver and think him
frighten ed.



King Cha rles died bravely. As his head was cut
from his body the large crowd groaned. Perhaps the
execution was Charles's own greatest victory,
because most peop le now realised that they did not
want Parliamentary rule , and were sorry that
Charles was not st ill king.

From 1649- 1660 Brita in was a republi c , but the
republic was not a success. Cromwell and his
friends created a gove rnment far more severe than
Charles's had been. They had got rid of the
monarch y, and they now got rid of th e House of
Lords and the A nglican Ch urch.

The Scots were shocked by Cha rles's execution.
They invited his son, whom they recognised as
King C harles 11 , to join th em and fight against
the English Parliamentary army. But they were
defeated, and young C ha rles him self was lucky to
escape to France. Sco rland was brought under
English republican rule.

Cromwell took an army to Ireland to puni sh the
Irish for the kill ing of Protestants in 1641, and for
the con t inued Royalist rebellion there. He captu red
two town s, Drogheda and Wexford. His soldiers
killed the inhabitants of both , about 6,000 people
in all. These killings were probably no worse than
the killings of Protestants in 1641, but they
remained powerful symbols of English cruelty to th e
Irish.

The army remain ed th e most powerful force in th e
land. Disagreements bet ween the army and
Parliament result ed in Parliament's dissolution in
1653 . It was the behaviour of the army and the
dissolut ion of Parl iamen t that destroyed C romwell's
hopes. Man y in the army held what were thought
to be stra nge beliefs. A group called "Levellers"
wanted a new equality among all men . They
wanted Parliament to meet every two years, and for
most men over the age of twen ty-one to have the
right to elect MPs to it. They also wanted complete
rel igious freedom, which would have allowed the
many new Puritan groups to follow their religion in
the way they wished.

14 Republican and Restoration Britain

Two hundred years later, such demands were
thought of as basic citizens' rights. But in the
middle of the seventeenth century they had little
popular support. Levellers in the army rebelled, but
their rebellion was defeated.

From 1653 Britain was governed by Cromwell
alone. He became "Lord Protector", with far
grearer powers than King Charles had had. His
efforts to govern the country through the army were
extremely unp opular, and the idea of using the
army to maintain law and order in the kingdom has
remained unp opular ever since. Cromwell's
government was unpopular for other reasons. For
example, people were forbidden to celeb rate
Christmas and Easte r, or to play games on a
Sunday.

When Cromwell died in 1658, the Protectorate, as
his republ ican admin istration was called, collapsed.
Cromwell had hoped that his son , rather than
Parliament , would take over when he died . But
Richard Cromwell was not a good leader and the
army commande rs soon started to quarre l among
the mselves . O ne of these decided to act. In 1660
he marched to London, arranged for free elections
and invited Charles 11 to return to h is kingdom.
The republi c was over.

When Cha rles 11 returned to England as the
publicl y accepted king, th e laws and Acts of
C romwell's gove rnment were auto matically
cance lled.

Cha rles managed his return with skill. Altho ugh
Parliament was once more as weak as it had been in
the time of [ames I and Charles I, the new king was
careful to make peace with his father's enemies.
O n ly those who had been responsible for his
fath er's exec utio n were pun ished. Man y
Parliamen tarians were given position s of authority
or responsibility in the new mon arch y. But
Parliament itself remain ed gene rally weak. C harles
sha red his father's bel ief in divine right. And he
greatl y admired th e magnificent , all-powe rful,
absolute ruler of France , Louis XIV.
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Charles Il, who' 'never said a foolish thing, noreverdida wiseone, " was a
welcome change from CromweUian rule. Charles Il believed as strongly as
hisfather andgrandfather in the divine right of kings, but Iuu:I. the good sense
to atlOid an openbreak with Parliament. His reign wascarefree andrelaxed,
as this portrait suggests. quite different from the mood suggested in Van
Dyck's portrait of his father (page 86).

Catholicism, the Crown and the
new constitutional monarchy
Cha rles hoped to make peace between th e differen t
religious groups. He wanted to allow Puritans and
Catho lics who disliked the Anglican Ch urch to
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meet freely. But Parliament was strongly Anglican,
and would not allow this . Before the C ivil Wa r,
Puritans looked to Parliament for prorection against

. the king. Now th ey hoped that the king would
protect them against Parl iament.

Cha rles himself was attracted to the Catholic
Church. Parliament knew thi s and was always
afraid that C harles would become a Catho lic. For
th is reason Parliament passed the Test Act in 1673,
wh ich prevented any Catho lic from holding public
office. Fear of Charles's inte rest in th e Catho lic
C hurch and of the monarchy beco ming too
powerful also resulted in the fi rst polit ical part ies in
Britain.

O ne of these parties was a group of MPs who
became known as "Whigs", a rude name for cattle
drivers. T he Whigs were afraid of an absolute
monarch y, and of the Catho lic faith with which
th ey connec ted it . T hey also wanted to have no
regular or "standing" army. In spite of th eir fear of a
Catho lic king, th e Whigs believed strongly in
allowing religious freedom. Because C harles and his
wife had no ch ildren, the W higs feared that the
Crown would go to Cha rles's Catho lic brothe r,
[arnes. They wanted to preve nt th is, but they were
undecided ove r who they did want as king.

T he W higs were opposed by anothe r group,
n icknamed "Tories", an Irish name for thi eves. It is
difficult to give a simple definition of eac h party,
because they were loosely formed groups. Generally
speaking, however, the Tories uphe ld the aut hori ty
of the Crown and the Churc h, and were na tural
inheri tors of the "Roya list" position. The Whigs
were not against the Crown, but they believed that
its authority deperided upon the consent of
Parliament. As na tura l inheritors of the
"Parliamentarian " values of twenty years earlier,
they felt to lerant towards the new Protestant sects
which the Anglican Church so disliked. T hese two
part ies, the W higs and the Tories, became the basis
of Britain 's two-party parliamentary system of
gove rnment.

T he struggle over Catho licism and the Crown
became a crisis whe n news was heard of a Catho lic
plot to murder C harles and put his brothe r [ames



on the th ron e. In fact the plan did not exist. The
story had been spread as a clever trick to frigh ten
people and to make sure that [arnes and rhe
Catho lics did not come to power. The trick
worked. Parliament passed an Acr forbidding any
Catho lic to be a member of either the Commons or
the Lords. It was not successful, however , in
preventing lames from inheriting the cro wn.
Cha rles would not allow any interference with his
brother's div ine right to be king. Swam might give
in on matters of policy I but never on matters of
princ iple.

[arnes 1I became king afte r his brother 's death in
1685. T he Tories and Anglicans were delighted ,
but not for long. l ames had already shown his
dislike of Protestants while he had been Charles's
governor in Sco tla nd. His soldiers had killed man y
Presbyterian men, women and children . T his
period is st ill remembered in some parts of Scotland
as the "killing t imes".

James then tried to remove the laws whic h stopped
Catholics from taking positio ns in gove rnment and
Parliamen t. He also tr ied to bring back the
Catholic C hurch , and allow it to exist beside the
Anglican C hurch. [ arnes almost certainly believed
sincerely that this wou ld result in many returning to
the Catho lic C hurch. But Parliament was very
angry, particularly the Tories and Anglicans who
had supported him against the Whigs.

[arnes tried to get rid of the Tory gentry who most
strongly oppose d h im. He removed three-quart ers of
all jPs and replaced the m with men of lower social
class. He tried to bring together the Catholics and
the Puritans, now usually ca lled "Nonconformists"
because they would not agree with or "conform" to

the Anglican C hurch.

In spite of thei r anger, Tories, Whigs and
Anglican s did nothing because they could look
forward to the succession of [arnes's daughter,
Mary. Marv was Protestant and married to the
Protestant ruler of Holland, W illiam of Orange.
But thi s hope was destroyed with the news in June
1688 th at l ames's son had been born. The Tories
and Anglican s now joined the Whigs in looking for
a Protestant rescue.
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They invited William of Orange to invade Brita in.
It was a dangerous thing for Willi am to do, but he
was already at war with France and he needed the
help of Britain' s wealth and armed forces. At th is
important moment [arnes's determination failed
him. It seems he act ually had some kind of mental
breakdown.

Willi am entered London, but the crown was offered
only to Mary. William said he would leave Brita in
unless he also became king. Parliament had no
choice bur to offer the crown to both W illiam and
Marv,

However, while Will iam had obta ined the crown,
Parliament had also won an important point. After
he had fl ed from England , Parliament had decided
that [ arues 1I had lost his right to th e crown. It
gave as its reason that he had tried to undermine
"the const itution of the kingdom by breaking the
original contract between King and Peop le." T h is
idea of a contract between ruler and ruled was not
entirely new. Since the restoration of C harles 1I in
1660 there had been a number of theor ies about the
nature of government. In the 1680s two of the
more important theorists, A lgernon Sidney and
Joh n Locke , had argued that government was based
upon the consent of the people, and that the
powers of the king must be strictly limi ted. The
logical conclusion of such ideas was th at the
"consent of the peop le" was represented by
Parliament, and as a result Parliamen t, not the
king, should be the ove rall power in the sta te. In
1688 these theories were fulfi lled.

Like th e C ivil W ar of 1642, th e G lorious
Revolution, as the political results of the events of
1688 were called , was complete ly unpl anned and
unprepared for . It was hardl y a revolution , more a
coup cl 'ewt by the ruling class. But the fact that
Parliament made William king, not by inheritan ce
but by their choice , was revolution ary. Parliament
was now beyond question more powerful than the
king, and would remain so. Its power over the
monarch was written into the Bill of Rights in
1689. The king was now unable to raise taxes or
keep an army without the agreement of Parliament,
or to act against any MP for what he said or did in
Parliament.
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In 1701 Parliament finally passed rhe Acr of
Settlement, to make sure on ly a Protestant could
inherit the crown. It stated tha t if Mary had no
ch ildren th e crown would pass to her sister Anne. If
she also died without ch ildren , it would go to a
granddaughter of l ames I, who had married th e
Ge rman elector of Hanover, and her ch ildren . The
Act of Settlement was importa nt, and ha s remained
in force ever since, altho ugh the Stuarts tried three
t imes to regain the crown. Even today , if a son or
daughter of the monarch beco mes a Catho lic, he or
she cannot inherit the thron e.

Scotland and Ireland
Ne ithe r Sco tland,nor Ireland accepted the English
removal of lames peacefully. In Sco tland supporters
of the St uarrs rebe lled, but although they
successfully defeated a government army, their
rebellion ended afte r the death of their leader. Most
of the rebels were H igh landers, many of them still
Catho lic.

Sco tland was still a separate kingdom , although it
shared a king with England (James 11 had been
l ames VII of Sco tland). T he English wanted
Sco tland and England to be united. But the English
Ac t of Settleme nt was not law in Sco tland. While
Sco tland remained legally free to choose its own
kin g there was a danger that this might be used to
put a St uarr back on the throne. Sco tland might
renew its Auld A lliance with France, which was
now England's most dange rous European ene my.

Onthe othe r hand , Sco tland needed to remove the
limits on trade with England from which it suffered
econo mically. The English Parliament offered to
remo ve th ese limits if the Scots agreed to union
with England. The Scots knew th at if they did not
agree there was a real danger tha t an English army
would once again march int o Sco tland. In 1707 the
union of Sco tland and England was com pleted by
Ac t of Parliament. From that momen t both
coun tries no longer had separate parliaments, and a
new parliament of Great Britain, the new nam e of
the sta te, met for the first tim e. Sco tland, however,
kept its own separate legal and judicial system, and
its own separate C hurch.
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"No surrender", themotto of the
Londonderry Protestants under
siege in 1690 by the Catholic
Irish, has remained the mono of
the Ulster Protestants to this day.
This Protestant hmne displays the
crossed flags of the Unionof
Great Britain and Northern
Irelandandof Ulster.



In Ireland the Catho licism of [ames H had raised
the hopes of those who had lost their lands to the
Protestant set tle rs. When he lost his throne in
England , James naturally thought that Ireland
would make a stro ng base from which to take back
his throne. In 1689 he land ed in Ireland, with
French support .

In Dublin a Catho lic parliament immedi atel y
passed an Act taking away all the property of
Protestan ts in Ireland. But it was not so easy to
carry thi s out. Thirty thousand Protestants locked
themselves in the city of Lond onderry (or "Derrv"
as the Catho lics continued to call it) . [arnes
encircled the city but the defenders refused to
surrender. After fifteen weeks, English sh ips arrived
bringing fresh supplies and the struggle for
Londonderry was over. The bat tlecry of the
Protestants of Londonderry "No Surrender!" ha s
remained to th is day the cry of U lster
Protestanti sm .

King Wi lliam landed in Ireland in 1690, and
defeated [ arnes's army at the River Boyne. [arnes
left Ireland for France a few days later, and never
returned to any of his kingdoms . W ith th e bat tle of
the Boyne the Protestant victory was complete .

Foreign relations
During the seven teenth century Britain' s main
enemies were Spain , Holland and France. War with
Holland resulted from competit ion in trade. Aft er
three wars in the middle of the century, when
Britain had ach ieved the trade posit ion it wanted,
peace was agreed , and Holland and Britain co­
operated aga inst France.

At the end of the cen tury Britain went to war
against France. This was partly because Willi am of
Orange brough t Britain into the Dutch struggle
with the Fren ch . Bur Brita in also wanted to limit
French power , which had been growing under Louis
XIV. Under the duke of Marlborough, the Briti sh
army won several important victories over the
French at Blenheim (on the Danube), Ramillies,
Oudenarde and Malplaquet (in the Netherlands) .
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By the treat y of Utrecht in 1713 France accepted
limits on its expansion, as well as a political
settlement for Europe. It accepted Queen Anne
instead of [ames Il' s son as th e true monarch of
Britain . In the war Britain had also won the rock of
G ibraltar, and could now control the entrance to
the Medit erranean .

The capture of foreign land was important for
Europe 's econo mic development. At thi s stage
Btitain had a smaller empire abroad than eithe r
Spain or Holland . But it had greater variety. O n
the east coast of America , Britain cont rolled about
twelve colon ies. Of far greate r int erest were the
new possessions in the West Indies, where sugar
was grown . Sugar became a craze from which
Britain has not yet recovered .

The growing sugar econom y of the We st Indies
increased the demand for slaves. By 1645, for
example, the re were 40,000 white settlers and
6,000 negro slaves in Barbados. By 1685 the
balance had cha nged , with only 20,000 white
settlers but 46,000 slaves. T he sugar importers used
the ir great influence to make sure that the
government did not stop slavery.

During th is t ime Britain also established its first
trad ing settlements in India, on both the west and
east coasts. The East India Company did not
interfere in Indian politics. Its interest was on ly in
trade. A hundred years later, however, compet ition
with France resulted in direct efforts to control
Indian polit ics, either by alliance or by the
conquest of Indian princely sta tes.
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15 Life and thought
The revolution in thought · Life and work in the Stuart age· Family
life

T he politica l revo lut ion during the St uart age could
not have happened if the re had not been a
revo lut ion in thought. This influen ced not on ly
polit ics, but also religion and science. By 1714
peop le's ideas and beliefs had changed enormously.
T he real Protestant revolution did no t, in fact,
happen until the seventeenth century, when several
new religious groups appeared. But there were also
ex cit ing new scientific ideas, quite separate from
these new beliefs. For the first tim e it was
reasonable to argue that everyth ing in the uni verse
had a natural exp lana t ion , and thi s led to a new
self-confidence.

Another reason for th is self-con fidence was the
change in Britain 's int ernat ional position during
the century. In 1603, in spite of the Arm ada
victory of 1588 and in spite of the union of England
and Sco tland under one sovereign , Britain was still
considered less important than France, Spain and
the Holy Roman Empire. But by 1714 the success
of its armies against Franc e had made Britain a
leading European power. At the same time Britain
had so man y new colon ies that it was now in
competit ion with earlier co lonial nation s, Spain,
Portugal and the Ne therlands.

The revolution in thought
The influence of Puritanism increased greatl y
during the seventeenth century, particularly among
the merchant class and lesser gentry. It was the
Puritans who persuaded James I to permit a new
official ("authorised") translation of the Bible. It
was published in 1611. This beautiful transl ation
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A Quaker meeting addressed bya WOl1UIn. Qunkers had. a numberof striking
ideas, farexample, ,ha, all men andwomen were equal. The Quaker
movement began during the Civil War, andin 1661 iradopted rhe "peace
principle", the idea that allwar was wrong. Since thenQuakers have been
pacifist.

was a great work of English literature, and it
encouraged Bible reading among all those who
could read. Although the Bible was read most by
merchants and lesser gentry, man y literate labourers
began to read it too . Some of them understood the
Bible in a new and revolutionary way. As a result ,
by the middle years of the seventeen th century
Puritanism had led to the formation of a large
number of small new religious groups, or "sects",
including the "Levellers".



Most of these No nconformist sects lasted only a few
years, but two are important, the Bapt ists and the
Quakers, In spite of opposit ion in the seventeent h
century, both sects have surv ived and have had an
important effect on the life of the nation. The
Quakers became part icularly famous for their
reforming social work in the eighteenth cen tury.
These sects brought hope ro many of the poor and
the powerless. Social reform and the later growth of
trade unionism both owed much to
Nonconformism. In spite of the ir good work,
however, the Nonconformists continued to be
disliked by the ruling class until th e end of the
nine tee nth cen tury.

The Anglican C hurch, unlike the Nonconformist
churches, was strong politically, but it became
weaker intellectually. T he great religious write rs of
the period, Joh n Bunyan, who wrote The Pilgrim's
Progress , and John Milton, who wrote Paradise Lost,
were both Puritan.

For some Nonconformists, the opposit ion to th eir
beliefs was too great to bear. They left Britain to
live a free life in the new found land of America. In
1620, the " Pilgrim Fat hers" sailed in a sh ip called
the Mayflower to Massachusetts. Catholic families
settled in Maryland for the same reasons. But most
of the 400,000 or so who left England were young
men with out fami lies, who did so for economic and
not religious reasons. They wanted the chance to
start a new life. At the same time the re were other
people coming in from abroad to live in Britain.
Cromwell allowed Jews to settle again, the first Jews
since th e earlier community had been expelled 350
years earlier. And after 1685 many French
Protesta nts, known as Huguenots, escaped from
Louis XIV's persecuti on and settled in Britain.

The revolut ion in religious thinking was happening
at the same rime as a revol ution in scientific
thinking. Careful study of the na tural world led to
important ne w discoveries.

It was not the first t ime that the peop le of Britain
had taken a lead in scientific matt ers. Al most a
thousand years earlier, the English mon k and
historian, Bede, had argued that the earth stood
still, fi xed in space, and was surrounded by seven
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heaven s. This. of co urse, was not correct , but no
one doubted him for centuries. In the twelfth
century, during th e reign of Henry I, anot he r
English scientist had gained European fame. He was
Adelard of Bath , and he played a large part in the
revolut ion in scientific think ing at the t ime. He
knew that the Church considered h is ideas
dangerous. II Ido not want to cla im." he wrote,
"t ha t God is less than all-powerful. But nature has
its own patterns and order, and we should listen to
those who have learn t someth ing of it. "

In the th irtee nth and early fourteent h centuries
English scientists, most of them at the University of
Ox ford, had led Europe. Friar Roger Bacon, one of
the more famous of them, had experimented with
light , heat and magnetism. Anot her, Wi lliam of
Oc kham, had studied falling ob jects. Another,
Wi lliam Marlee, had been one of th e first to keep a
careful record of the weather. C haucer h imself
wrote a book to teach h is son how to use an
astro labe. At the same time, the pract ical effects of
such curiosity were seen in new machinery, water
mills, geared wheels and lathes.

But th e seventeenth century saw the development
of scientific thin king on an entirely new scale. T he
new mood had been established at the very
beginning of the century by a remarkable man ,
Francis Bacon. He became James I's Lord
C hance llor, but he was bette r known for his work
on scientifi c met hod. Every scientific idea , he
argued , must be tested by expe riment. W ith idea
and experiment followin g one after the other,
eventually the whole natural world would be
understood. In the rest of the centu ry Brit ish
scientists put these ideas into pract ice. The British
have remained at the front of expe riment and
research ever since.

In 1628 Wi lliam Harvey discovered the circu latio n
of blood and th is led to great adva nces in
medicine and in the study of the hum an body. T he
scientists Robert Bovle and Robert Hooke used
Harvey's methods when they made discoveries in
the chemistry and mechanics of breath ing.

These scientific stud ies were encouraged by the
Sruarts, The Royal Soc iety, founded by the Stuart
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monarchy , became an important centre where
thinkers could meet. argue, enquire and share
information. C ha rles Il, a strong supporter of its
work . gave the Royal Soc iety firm direction "to
examine all systems. theories, princ iples . . .
ele ments, histories and experiments of thin gs
natural, mathematical and mechanical".

In 1666 the Ca mbridge Professor of Mathemati cs.
Sir Isaac New ton, began to study gravity,
publish ing his important discovery in 1684 . In 1687
he published Principia . on "the mathematic al
princ iples of natural philosoph y", perhaps the
greatest book in the history of science . Newton 's
work remained the basis of physics until Einstein's
discoveries in the twentieth century. N ewton' s
importan ce as a "founding father" of modern
science was recognised in his own time, and
Alexander Pope, a leading poet of the day. summed
it up neatl y:

_ _ 0-1":'.(M£R :4..'f Sn:U, ATA.' I . ~

The RoyalObservatory at Greenwich was fouruled by Charles H. who had a
great interest in scientific meners . On the left a quadrant is being used, larger
but similar to thoseusedfor navigation on ocean,goingships. On the right an
extremely longtelescope is being used to observe the heavenly bodies.

lOO

Na ture, and Nature's laws lay hid in night:
God said . Let Newton be! and all was light.

New ton had been encouraged and financed by his
friend . Edmund Halley, who is mostly remembered
for tracking a comet (H allev's Co met ) in 1682.
There was at that t ime a great deal of interest in
astronomy. T he discovery of the geometric
movement of sta rs and planet s destroyed old beliefs
in astrology and magic. Everything. it seemed, had
a natural exp lanation.

It was no acc ident that th e greatest British architect
of the tim e. Chrisrophe r Wren , was also Professor
of Astronomy at Ox ford. In 1666. following a year
of terribl e plague. a fire destroyed most of the city
of Lond on . Eighty-seven churches . including the
great medieval cat hedral of St Paul , were destroyed.
Wr en was ordered to rebuild them in the modern
style. which he did with skill.
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When London was re/milt, a new law made sure that all buildings were made
ofbrickor stone. The jewel of the new city was the new cathedral, designed
by Sir Chriswpher Wren. Almost every chuTch in the new city was also
designed by Wren, or by his (lble assistant, NichoklS Hawksmoor. Although
some buildings were pul/cddoum and others builtduring the next 250 years,
lhe city only dumged significantly in the rebuilding lhat followed the Second
WorldWar.

As a result of the rap id spread of literacy and the
improveme nt in printing techn iques, the first
newspapers appeared in the seventee nth century.
They were a new way of spreading all kinds of
ideas, scientific, religious and literary. Many of
them included advertisements. In 1660 C harles II
advertised for his lost dog.

Life and work in the Stuart age
The situat ion for the poor improved in the second
half of the seventeenth century. Prices fell
compared with wages, and fewer peop le asked for
help from the parish . But it was the middle groups
who continued to do well. Many who started life as

yeoman farmers or traders became minor gentry or
merchan ts. Part of their success resulted from a
strong interest in farming improvements, which
could now be studied in the many new books on
the subject.

By the middle of the cen tury th e gove rnment had
already begun to contro l the trade in cereals to

make sure that merchants did not export these
whil e Brita in still needed the m. However , by 1670
Brit ain was able to export cereals to Europe, where
living condit ions, particularly for the poor, were
much worse than in Britain . This was partly the
result of the T h irty Years W ar, 16 18- 48, wh ich
had badly damaged European agriculture.
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"The Tichbome Dole", a late setJenteenth,centurypicture, showsa
Hampshirelandowner, his family, servantsand farm tenants. It shows the
way in which dress differed according to class and occupation. One of the
servantson the left is black, while {here is a QUllker woman (holding a baby)
among thefarming people on the right.
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Trade with in Britain itself changed enormously in
the seventeen th century. The different regions
became less economically separate from each other.
No place in Britain was more tha n seven ty-five
miles from the sea, and by 1690 few places were
more than twenty miles from a river or canal.
These waterways became important means of
transport, allowing each region to develop its own
special produce. Kent , for example, grew more fruit
and vegetables to export to other regions, and
became known as "t he garden of England" .

Improved transport result ed in a change in buying
and selling. Most town s did not have shops before
the seventeenth century. T he y had market days
when farmers and manufacturers sold their produce
in the town square or market place. By 1690,
however, most towns also had proper shops.
Shopkeepers travelled arou nd rhe coun try to buy
goods for their shops, which were new and exciting
and drew people from the country to see the m.
Towns which had shops grew larger, wh ile smaller
towns without shops remained no more than
villages.

London remained far larger tha n any other town,
with more than 500 ,000 people by 1650. It
controlled almost all the sea trade with other
countries. T he next largest cit ies, Norwich,
Newcastle an d Bristol, had on ly 25,000 each .
(Londo n's great plague of 1665 killed 68 ,000 peo ple
in only six months, almost equal to th e total
populat ion of these three cities. ) Aft er the fire of
1666, the rich er citizens for the first time had wate r
supplied to the ir houses, through spec ially made
wooden pipes. T he city streets had traffic jams just
as bad as today's, and the noise was proba bly far
worse, with th e sound of iron -tvred whe els and th e
hammering of craftsmen.

In Lond on th ere was a new class of rich
"aristocrats"I most of whom belonged to the
nobility, but not all. Money could buy a high
position in British society more easily than in
Europe. After 1650 the rich began to meet in the
new coffeehouses, wh ich quickly became the
meeting places for conversation and politics.
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Coffeeholtsesbecame vel)' popular er the l.'nd of rhe sevenreemh cemltry,
anJ remained so for much of the eighreenth century. \Vhile coffeehouses
were visiredonl)' by men, rheir wives incremingl)' held rell/xlnies«r home.
Tea drinkiTl,f(, and rhe specialurensils necessary for rhis, became VCT)' {)l.JplJ!ar
among rhe wealrhy. Ar fint rea was made in silver reapHIS and was drunk
from bowls wirholll handles. In the secondhalfof rhe cell(llrychirUl pots
replaced silver ones, and teacups replaced bowb. These fl.'acups sttr in
saucers, rhe linle dishes rhar were nonnallyused {crr holding smzces.

Some of the old nob ility, however , did no t accep t
th e new rich as equals. While new Sruarr yeomen
wanted to be gen rrv, desce ndant s of the older
T udor gentry started to call themselves "squires",
the ruling class of the countryside. They did not
wish to be confused with the new gentry.

T he squires and JPs gove rned locally during
Cromwell's Protectorate , and continued to do so
afterwards. They had the power to tax for local
purposes, to call out so ldiers and to try most
criminals. T hey had the same interests as the
govern ment, and were therefore usually willing to
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pay taxes. As one gentleman said in 1625, "we
must not give an example of disobedien ce to those
beneath us".

W hile the rich of London visited the coffeehouses,
the ordinary people went to the drinking houses,
called "alehouses", in town and country. Th ese
soon became the centre of pop ular culture, where
news and ideas could be passed on. By th e end of
the century the government had secret informers
watch ing the aleho uses and listeni ng for rebellious
talk.



Family life
After the rapid increase in populat ion in the T udor
century, th e number of births began to fall in the
Stuart age. In 1600 Britain and Ireland had a to tal
populat ion of 6 million . A ltho ugh it increased to

7.7 million by 1650 , th e rate th en sta rte d to fall.
No one is quite sure why the populati on either rose
so rapidl y in the T udor age. or stead ied during the
seventeenth ce ntury.

One reason for the sma ller number of births was
that people marri ed later tha n anywhe re else in
Europe. Most people marri ed in their mid twenties,
and by th e end of the ce nt ury the ave rage age of
first marriages was eve n o lder, at twent y-seven .
This. of co urse. meant tha t women had fewer
babies. So me women tried to control the size of
their families by breast-feed ing bab ies for as long as
possible. It a lso seems that more men remained
unmarried than before. But th e pattern of
populat ion growth and human beh aviour remains
puzzling . A study of south Wales, for example,
shows that one in three of all heads of gentry
families remained unmarri ed at th e end of th e
seventeen th cen tu ry. A ce nt ury ear lier. hardl y any
heads of gentry fam ilies in th e area had rem ain ed
unmarried. There is uncertainty as to why th is
should have been.

Bythe end of the sixtee nth ce ntury there were
already signs that the autho rity of the husband was
increasing. Th is resulted from the weaken ing of
wider family ties. Furthermore, just as th e power of
the monarch beca me more abso lute during the
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries , so also
did th at of th e hu sband and fathe r. But whil e the
power of the monarchy was brought under control.
the autho rity of the head of the family co ntinued to

grow.

This power partly resulted from the increasing
autho rity of the C hurch following th e Reformati on .
The Protestant s believed th at personal faith was
importa nt, and put extra respons ibilit y on the he ad
of the family for its spiritua l welfare . The fathe r
always led da ily family prayers and Bible readi ng. In
some ways he had taken the place of the priest. A s
a result . hi s wife and children belonged to him,
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mind , body and soul. Abso lute obedience was
expected. Disobedience was cons idered an ac t
aga inst God as well as the head of the house.

O ne result of th is increase in the fathe r's autho rity
was that from the ea rly seve nteent h century
ch ildren were frequently bea te n to break th eir
"s inful" will. T he child who was no t beaten was
unusual. Wi lliam Perm, the Quaker who founded
th e co lony of Pennsylvani a in north A me rica .
adv ised parents to " love them [th eir ch ild ren] with
wisdom, correct them with affection. never strike
in passion. and suit the corrections to their ages as
well as their fault." It is un likely his adv ice was
accepted excep t among th e Q uaker sect, which
rejected all violenc e. Anot her resul t was the loss of
legal righ ts by women over whatever pro perty they
had brou ght into a marri age.

However , the Protestant religion also gave new
import an ce to the indi vidual, especially in
Presbyterian Sco tland. Man y Sco tt ish women were
not afra id to stand up to both th eir hu sbands and
the gove rn ment on matters of persona l belief. In
fact man y of th ose who chose to die for the ir beliefs
during Scotla nd 's "killing times" were wome n. This
self-co nfidence was almost ce rta in ly a result of
grea te r educat ion and religious de mocracy in
Scotla nd at th is t ime.
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