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Chapter 7

The Structure of the Essay

may change the way we live, and we mak
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actions that will influence the Wdy we vote in
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least, the state and local news keeps us in tumh with our regional ”o;;z;c:a'b
and with issues like economic development that affect our area. All this infor-
mation goes into our personal data bank and informs our voice in the great
chorus of American democracy.

Effective body paragraphs also provide transitions between para-

graphs of support.

| used transitions at the beginning of each of my body paragraphs to ?}ﬂ;
lead the reader through my essay. In the second paragraph, | announced m
- |

m,,,

rd first in my third ﬁﬂragf:f*‘,,
referred back to the first point | had made rsd then introduced my second
point, and in my fourth paragraph | announced my final support.
Thesis: As | gathered up my’ son and his gear to take him to scouts, | realized
how perfectly this new minivan meets my needs as a parent.
Topic sentence #1: First, the exterior of the van offers me style, safety, and
convenience.

Topic sentence #2: Not only does the exterior of the new minivan perfectly

| Suit my needs as a parent, but the interior is designed for the drivers safety
g

Topic sentence #3: Finally, the van’s performance features make it a pleasure
to drive.

The number of body paragraphs in an essay will depend on the number of
points needed to develop the thesis. The length of your essay may be
determined by your assignment, or it may be left up to you. Even though
we show you lots of [live-paragraph essay models, the number of para-
graphs in your essays may vary depending on what you have to say and
how many points you wish to present.

The body paragraphs should be presented in a logical order. You can
choose to organize your body paragraphs in a number of ways; the impor-
tant consideration is to make the order clear and logical to the reader. If
¥ say will develop are spelled ouf in a blueprinted thesis, the
body paragraphs should be developed in the same order that thev are



