
Chapter 6 Writing an Essay

completing and Ior the audience to whom yoil are directing your writing.
Make sure your thesis stalement indicates your purpose, whether it is to
inform, persuade, or er-itertain. Also, make sure your thesis statement
matches the tone you plan to use in your essay, whether it is serious, sa.r-

cilslic, or humorous.
You may want to use a blueprinted thesis, whicit is a thesis that

includes the main areas of support in the order you will introduce them
ancl thus acts as a blueprint for the essay.

Many coilege writing assignments are given in the form of discussion ques-
tions. A discussion question can oflen be turned into a thesis statement.
'Ihere are many ways to use the important words in the discusstou ques-
tion in a thesis statement.

Assignment: Discuss a piace of business in your commulity.
Thesis Statement: Henry's Departnient Store is a rvonderful place to

shop.

Blueprinted Thesis §tatement: Henry's Department Store is a rvonder-
ftrl place to shop because of its quality merchandise and helpful cus-
tomer serice.

Assignment: Prove that an electronic device, such as a computer, ceil
phone, or PDA, is useful.

Thesis Statement: Computers are very uselul tci students.

Blueprinted Thesis Statement: A personal corrtputer helps students do
their schoolwork, communicate with professors and friends, and enter-
tain lhemselves.
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A blueprinted thesis for my essay would

to develop. They should be listed in the same order

in the body of my essay.

has iots of


