
Chapter 3 First Steps: Generating ldeas

e Iustering

Clustering is a visual representation of ideas. Because you cluster related
ideas together, clustering begins the process of grouping or organizing
your ideas. Many writers begin by freewriting or listing and then cluster
those ideas into related groups that generate further ideas. When you
cluster, you write down words or images you associate with your topic.
These words may be parts of your topic. Then cluster related ideas
together by drawing lines between them.

Dividing generates ideas by breaking the topic into its component parts.
lJse the iournalistic questions of who, what, where, when, why, and how
in order to divide a topic.

Ask yourself, "What are the parts of rny topic?" One techrüque is to
imagine yourself in your topic-at school, on the job, playing a sport-and
move tlrough the event or the experience chronological-ly. What happens
first, second, third? \\trat issues do you have to face at each moment of the
task or situation? Dividing a topic is useful in generating supporting ideas
lor your nrain idea.
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