
FuTure TenSeS Summary 

1. Future Tenses Time Line 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Future Tenses Uses 
 

Present Continuous Be going to Simple Future Future 
Continuous 

Future Perfect Future Perfect 
Continuous 

 No intention but 
it expresses a 
definite future 
arrangement  
 
 

 
 The time MUST 

be mentioned to 
express the 
immediate future  
 

 Premeditated 
intention 
(there is a 
plan and 
some 
preparations) 

 
 The future is 

more 
immediate 
than will+ 
infinitive 

 Unpremedita
ted intention 
(no 
arrangement, 
no 
preparations 
 

 With an if or a 
time clause the 
simple present 
is generally 
used instead 

 No intention. 
The action will 
occur in the 
ordinary course 
of events 
 
 
 The action is 

interrupted by 
another future 
action or a point 
in time  

 The Focus is 
on the fact 
that by a 
definite time 
some future 
action will 
be finished 
 Normally 

with a time 
expression 
beginning 
with By.. 

 The focus is 
on the 
duration of an 
action that will 
be finished by 
a definite time 
in the future 

 Normally with 
a time 
expression 
beginning with 
By.. 

  Used for 
questions 
about 
intention 

 Used instead 
to make 
requests and 
invitations 

 More Polite for 
questions about 
intention 

  
 
 

*It is not used to 
express personal 
plans and 
predictions 

 Used for 
predictions it 
implies that 
there are 
signs that the 
prediction 
WILL happen 
in the 
immediate 
future (i.e. 
there is more 
certainty) 

 Used also for 
predictions 
but with no 
or less 
certainty  i.e. 
there are no 
signs or 
evidence that 
the 
prediction 
will happen 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Now 2 p.m. 

I’ll revise at 2 p.m. = I’ll start revising at 2  

I’ll be revising at 2 p.m. = I’ll be in the middle of revising at 2 

I’ll have revised at 2= I’ll start and 

finish revision before 2p.m. 

Future 

By 2p.m. I’ll have been revising for 

3 hours= the 3 hours of revision will 

start and finish before 2 so there is a 

focus on the duration 

 
3 hours 




