Chapter Two: The Stress

Complex Word Stress

» Complex words are of two major types:

®

affix; and

®

words (e.g. 'iceream’, 'armchair").

1. Words with affixes: affixes are of two sorts in English:
1.1. prefixes, which come before the stem (e.g. prefix 'un-' + stem 'pleasant’ —> "unpleasant')
1.2. suffixes, which come after the stem (e.g. stem 'good' + suffix '-ness' —> 'goodness").

o Affixes have one of three possible effects on word stress:

¢ words made from a basic word form (which we will call the stem), with the addition of an

% compound words, which are made of two (or occasionally more) independent English

1.The affix itself receives the

primary stress

2.The word is stressed as if the

affix were not there

3.The stress remains on the
stem, not the affix, but is

shifted to a different syllable

Eg : semitcircle=»

'semiss:kl:

Eg : market —marketing =»
'ma:krtin

Eg : magnet-magnetic =

meg'netik

o There are so many suffixes that it will only be possible here to examine a small proportion
of them: we will concentrate on those which are common and productive - that is, are
applied to a considerable number of stems and could be applied to more to make new

English words

» Table 1:

Suffixes carrying primary stress themselves

o '-ee': tefugee' refju'dzi:; 'evacuee' 1 vaekju':
e '-eer': 'mountaineer’ mauntr'nid; 'volunteer' volan'tra
e '-ese': 'Portuguese' po:t{a'gliz; Journalese' d3zs:nli:z




» Table 2

Suffixes that do not affect stress placement

'-able': 'comfort' 'kamfot: 'comfortable' 'kamfotabl
'-age': 'anchor' 'eenka; 'anchorage' '®&pkrid3

'-al': 'refuse' (verb) rr'fju:z: refusal’ rr'fju:zl

'-en': 'wide' 'waid: 'widen' 'waidn

'-ful": 'wonder' 'wand2:; 'wonderful' 'wandafly
-ing': 'amaze' 3'mei1z: 'amazing' 3'me1ziy

'-like'": 'bird' 'b3:d; 'birdlike’ 'b3:dlaik

'-less': 'power’ 'paua; 'powerless' 'pavalas

'-1y': 'hurried' 'harid: hurriedly' 'haridli

'-ment' (noun): 'punish’ 'pAnif: 'punishment' 'paAnifmont
-ness': 'yvellow' 'jelau:; 'yellowness' 'jelounas
'-ous': 'poison' 'po1zn: 'poisonous' 'poIznas

'-fy: 'glory' 'gb:ri; 'glorify’ 'glo:mrifar

'-wise': 'other' 'A09:; 'otherwise' 'Adowaiz

e '-y' (adjective or noun): 'fun' 'fAn: 'funny' 'fani

Note:
o (1sh'in the case of adjectives does not affect stress placement: 'devil' 'dev]; 'devilish' 'devlif; however,

verbs with stems of more than one syllable always have the stress on the syllable immediately
preceding 'ish' - for example, 'replenish' r1'plentf, 'demolish' dr'mdlif)

Suffixes that influence stress in the stem

Primary stress is on the last syllable of the stem.

e '-eous" 'advantage' ad'va:ntidz;  'advantageous' ,a@dvan'terdzas
e '-graphy" 'photo’ 'fautou; 'photography’ fa'tdgrafi

o '-al" 'proverb'  'proas:b; 'proverbial' pra'vs:bial

o '-ic" 'climate’  'klarmoat; 'climatic’ klar'metik

e '-ion": 'perfect’  'ps:fikt; 'perfection’ pa'fekin

e '-jous" 'injure’ 'nd32; 'injurious’' m'dsuvarias

o -ty" ‘tranquil'  'tropkwil; ‘tranquillity'  treep'kwilati

e '-1ve" reflex’' ri:fleks: 'reflexive’ ri'fleksiv

Note: when the suffixes '-ance', '-ant' and "-ary' are attached to single-syllable stems, the stress is
almost always placed on the stem (e.g. 'guidance’, 'sealant', 'dietary").

o Prefixes:
Because prefixes do not affect stress placement, the best treatment seems to be to say that
stress in words with prefixes is governed by the same rules as those for polysyllabic words without
prefixes




Exercise:
Mark the stress on the following words with justification according to the influence of

suffixes .

Word Stress placement Justification

refugee
mountaineer
Portuguese
cigarette

arabesque
Advantageous
photography'
proverbial climatic
perfection injurious
tranquility reflexive
comfortable

refusal

wonderful

birdlike

glorify

otherwise
poisonous
punishment




