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English Vowels
	Pure Vowels
	Symbol
	Description
	Examples

	Open
(Low) 
	æ
	Open front short lax unrounded
	Hat, attack, antique, plait, can, bat, man, cat, that, apple, stand, mad, madam, charity, cattle, static

	
	ʌ
	Mid-open central short lax unrounded
	Run, uncle, front, nourish, does, come, flood, done, twopence, , onion, cousin, dozen, cut, tough

	
	ɑ:
	Open central-back long tense unrounded
	Far, part, half, class, command, clerk, memoir, aunt, hearth, can’t, laugh, example, after, chance, are

	
	ɒ
	Open back short lax rounded
	Dog, often, cough, want, become, knowledge, Australia, box, quantity, because, cloth, cough

	Mid 
(Half)
	ɔ:
	Mid back long tense rounded
	Fork, call, snore, taught, bought, board, saw, pour, broad, all, law, horse, water, poor, oral, storm, sure, bald, George, launder, sword

	
	ɜ:
	Mid central long tense unrounded
	Shirt, her, word, further, pearl, serve, myrtle, heard, worse, journey, perfect, early, world

	
	ə
	Mid central short lax unrounded
	About, paper, banana, nation, correct, Oxford, parcel, forgotten, ago, adventure, permission, narrator

	
	e
	Mid front short lax unrounded
	Egg, left, said, says, head, read (past), instead, any, leisure, leopard, men, Thames, ten, very, Greenwich, friend, bury, many 

	Close 
(High)
	u:
	Close back long tense rounded
	Food, rude, true, who, fruit, soup, June, Huge, suit, loo, vacuum, cue, beauty, tuition, mood, shoe, use

	
	ʊ
	Mid-close central-back short lax rounded
	Book, good, woman, push, pull, would, foot, look, wood, wolf, usual, wool, cushion, pudding

	
	ɪ
	Mid-close front-central short lax unrounded
	Hit, sausage, biggest, rhythm, mountain, busy, women, sieve, biscuit, hymn, pretty, village, big

	
	i:
	Close front long tense unrounded
	tea, key, cheese, scene, police, people, quay, he, she, me, Caesar, chief, phoenix, crises, ceiling, machine, secret, evil, metre
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