Paragraph Unity Activity with a Partner
Exercise # 1


1.   Imagine a large pleated fan (like a fireplace-cover fan). The fan represents the completed paragraph.  The base of the fan represents the topic sentence.  Each pleat represents a developing sentence which is tied to the topic (base).  Each sentence must relate or be connected. For example, if you tried to add an unattached pleat, it would fall out. In other words, the pleat --- like the idea --- is not related.

2.   Using a piece of 8 X 10 paper, fold a piece of paper into a specified number of pleats (use whatever number of sentences you want for paragraph development).  Approximately 1/3 of the way from the bottom of the fan, tape the fan together.


3.   Draw a picture of the base and the pleats of the fan on the whiteboard.  NOTE:  Putting  the base at the top will help since this is the easiest, most effective way to make sure the topic sentence is  first.


4.   Write a cooperative paragraph with a partner using the mock-up.  Put the topic sentence on the base (the bottom 1/3). Write a developing sentence on each of the pleats making sure that each ties in with the topic (main idea).


5.   Work in groups of 2 or 3 to check for sentences that do not belong, before sharing your paragraphs with the teacher.

Exercise # 2

Directions: Read the following paragraph carefully. Underline the controlling idea expressed in the topic sentence and then examine the paragraph for unity. Identify the number of any sentence that does not develop or support the paragraph's controlling idea. 
          [1] Pilots are the primary cause of many aircraft accidents. [2] Ignoring their responsibilities, many pilots fail to perform their duties efficiently, and tragedy has too often been the needless result. [3] History records that many fatal accidents have occurred, for example, because pilots failed to listen to the advice of air traffic controllers who were in a position to warn them about impending disasters. [4] To become an air traffic controller, one must be extremely intelligent. [5] Sometimes pilots are overtired, and they neglect to take the precautions necessary to avoid accidents. [6] They may even be taking drugs that slow down their physical reactions. [7] As we all know, statistics indicate that many college students abuse drugs, and these students should realize that if they continue to use drugs they will never enter careers such as aviation. [8] Sometimes accidents occur through a malfunction in the plane's equipment. [9] A door may open during flight, or a tire may blow out as the plane takes off. [10] Pilots, of course, aren’t responsible for accidents such as these. [11] Perhaps most startling is the fact that every year one or two air traffic accidents are caused by student pilots who attempt journeys beyond their capabilities and end up producing catastrophes that destroy life and property. [12] Because they don't employ student pilots, commercial airlines are the safest form of air transportation. [13] The next time you take a commercial flight, you should be sure to ask yourself the following questions: Does the pilot look happy and healthy? What are the weather conditions outside? Do there seem to be any cracks in the wings or tail of the plane
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