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Chapter Two: English Short Vowels
We begin the study of English sounds in this course by looking at vowels, and it is necessary to say something about vowels in general before turning to the vowels of English. We need to know in what ways vowels differ from each other. The first matter to consider is the shape and position of the tongue.
	In the close front position we produce /i/ - peace
	In the open front position we produce /æ/ - pat
	In the back open position we produce /α:/  car
	In the back close position we produce /u:/ school 
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	Connecting these points gives us a box called the Vowel Quadrilateral
All the vowel sounds that the human voice can produce may be plotted within the limits of the quadrilateral
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	Here is the vowel quadrilateral divided into sectors with the IPA symbols at fixed points. These are called Primary  Cardinal Vowels.
	These are the places of articulation of English short vowels
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What makes vowels different?
They differ in lenght and quality. By quality we mean:
1) Position of the tongue- close to the hard palate, mid –close, mid open or  open
2) Part of the tongue: front, centre or back,
3) Shape of lips: rounded or unrounded (spread or neutral)
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Description of English Short Vowels
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	vowel
	Position of the tongue
	Part of the tongue
	Shape of lips
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Fig. 4 Extreme vowel positions
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Fig. 5 English short vowels
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the lips can have many different shapes and positions, we will at this
stage consider only three possibilities. These are:

i) Rounded, where the corners of the lips are brought towards each
other and the lips pushed forwards. This is most clearly scen in
cardinal vowel no. 8 [u].

i) Spread, with the corners of the lips moved away from each other, as
for a smile. This is most clearly seen in cardinal vowel no. 1 [i].

iii) Neutral, where the lips are not noticeably rounded or spread. The
noise most English people make when they are hesitating (written
‘er’) has neutral lip position.
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1 (example words: bit, 'pin', 'fish') The diagram shows that, though this vowel is in the close front
area, compared with cardinal vowel no. ) [i] it is more open, and nearer in to the centre. The lips,
are slightly spread,

© (example words: 'bet’, ‘men', 'yes') This is a front vowel between cardinal vowel no. ¥ [e] and no. ¥
[e]. The lips are slightly spread.

@ (example words: 'bat’, 'man’, 'gas') This vowel is front, but not quite as open as cardinal vowel no.
¢ [a]. The lips are slightly spread.

A (example words: ‘cut, ‘come’, ‘rush') This is a central vowel, and the diagram shows that it is more
‘open than the open-mid tongue height. The lip position is neutral.

b (example words: ‘pot’, ‘gone’,‘cross') This vowel is not quite fully back, and between open-mid
and open in tongue height. The lips are slightly rounded.

. (example words: ‘put, ‘pull' 'push') The nearest cardinal vowel is no. A [u], but it can be seen that
s more open and nearer to central. The lips are rounded.

‘There is one other short vowel, for which the symbol is . This central vowel - which is called sehwa - is
a very familiar sound in English; it is heard in the first syllable of the words 'about’, 'oppose’
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