
Learning Activity – Lecture 1: Introduction to Dissertation 
Journey and Topic Ideation

Activity N° 1: Self-Reflection – Becoming a Researcher

Each student should briefly reflect on their readiness to undertake a Master’s dissertation. Consider 
your strengths, weaknesses, previous research experience, academic writing skills, ability to 
work independently, and areas you need to improve.

• What are your strengths as a student and potential researcher?
• What difficulties might you face during the dissertation process?
• Which research skills do you already have?
• Which skills do you need to develop?

Activity N° 2: Understanding the Dissertation

Please answer the following questions:

• What is a Master’s dissertation?
• What is the purpose and academic value of a dissertation?
• How is a dissertation different from an academic essay or research paper?
• What are the main stages of the dissertation process?
• What is a research question?
• What is academic integrity, and why is it important?
• What is plagiarism?
• Why are citation and referencing essential in academic research?


