UNIT 6: Teaching Writing Skills £

1. Developing Writing Fluency: Process-Oriented Writing

Writing fluency is not simply about producing grammatically correct sentences-it is about enabling learners
to express ideas smoothly and confidently over time. A process-oriented approach emphasizes writing as a
recursive activity involving drafting, revising, and editing, rather than a one-time product. This approach
helps students develop autonomy and reduces anxiety associated with “getting it right” on the first attempt.

Key Concepts:

Drafting (Idea Generation):
o Encourage students to write freely without focusing on accuracy.
o Use brainstorming, mind maps, or prompts to stimulate ideas.
Revising (Content Improvement):
o Focus on clarity, organization, and coherence.
o Encourage peer review to provide fresh perspectives.
Editing (Language Accuracy):
o Concentrate on grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, and formatting.
o Introduce checklists to guide students.
Recursive Nature of Writing:
o Students may move back and forth between stages.
o Emphasize that writing is a process, not a linear task.

Example:

Students are asked to write a short paragraph about “The Importance of Technology in Education.” First,
they brainstorm ideas (drafting). Then, they exchange papers with peers to suggest improvements in
organization (revising). Finally, they correct grammar and spelling errors using an editing checklist

(editing).

2. Teaching Different Writing Genres

Different writing genres require distinct structures, language features, and communicative purposes.
Teaching a variety of genres equips learners with the flexibility to adapt their writing to different contexts.
Teachers should explicitly model genre conventions and provide guided practice before expecting
independent production.

Key Concepts:

e [Essays:
o Structured with introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion.
o Emphasis on argumentation and coherence.
e Reports:
o Objective tone, clear headings, and factual information.
o Often include data or research findings.
e Emails:
o Vary in formality depending on context.
o Require clear purpose, concise language, and appropriate greetings/closings.
o Creative Writing:
o Focus on imagination, narrative techniques, and personal voice.




o Encourages stylistic experimentation.

Example:

Provide students with two prompts: (1) Write a formal email to a professor requesting an extension, and (2)
Write a short narrative about a surprising event. Afterward, students compare tone, vocabulary, and
structure between the two genres to understand differences.

3. Effective Feedback Techniques for Written Assignments

Feedback is a crucial component of writing instruction, guiding learners toward improvement while
maintaining motivation. Effective feedback should be clear, constructive, and focused on both strengths and
areas for development. Teachers must balance correction with encouragement to foster a positive learning
environment.

Key Concepts:

e Types of Feedback:
o Direct feedback: Teacher provides correct forms.
o Indirect feedback: Teacher indicates errors without correcting them.
e Focus of Feedback:
o Content (ideas, organization) vs. form (grammar, vocabulary).
o Prioritize based on lesson objectives.
o Peer Feedback:
o Encourages collaboration and critical thinking.
o Requires training and clear guidelines.
e Timing of Feedback:
o Immediate feedback for drafts.
o Summative feedback for final submissions.

Example:
A teacher marks a student’s paragraph by underlining grammatical errors (indirect feedback) and writing a
comment such as: “Your argument is clear, but you need to support it with examples.” The student then

revises the text accordingly.

4. Writing for Specific Purposes: Academic vs. Professional Writing

Writing varies significantly depending on its purpose and audience. Academic writing prioritizes critical
thinking, formal style, and evidence-based arguments, while professional writing focuses on clarity,
efficiency, and practical communication. Teaching these distinctions prepares students for both academic
success and workplace demands.

Key Concepts:

Academic Writing:

o Formal tone, structured arguments, use of citations.

o Emphasis on critical analysis and evidence.
Professional Writing:

o Clear, concise, and goal-oriented.

o Includes emails, reports, proposals, and memaos.
Audience Awareness:

o Academic audience expects depth and rigor.

o Professional audience values clarity and brevity.
Language and Style Differences:

o Academic: complex sentences, formal vocabulary.




o Professional: straightforward language, action-oriented.

Example:

Students are given the same topic: “The impact of remote work.” They write (1) a short academic
paragraph with references and formal tone, and (2) a professional email summarizing key points for a
manager. They then compare differences in style, structure, and purpose.

@ Concluding Note

Teaching writing effectively requires moving beyond grammar correction to fostering a process, awareness
of genre, meaningful feedback, and purpose-driven communication. As future educators, your role is to
guide students through these dimensions, helping them become confident and adaptable writers in diverse
contexts.




