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W. B. Yeats’ The Second Coming (1920)
Modernist Aspects
1. Disillusionment and Crisis – Reflects the chaos after World War I; highlights the breakdown of civilization and moral order.
2. Fragmentation – The poem lacks a conventional structure, reflecting uncertainty and disorder, a hallmark of modernist literature.
3. Ambiguity and Complexity – Multiple interpretations; the poem resists simple moral or religious readings, typical of modernist skepticism.
4. Allusion to History and Myth – Combines Christian prophecy (Second Coming), historical cycles (gyres), and mythical creatures (sphinx-like beast) to explore human decline.
5. Focus on Subjective Vision – The speaker experiences a vision from Spiritus Mundi, emphasizing the individual perception over objective reality.
6. Modern Theme – Critiques the idea of progress, civilization, and traditional morality, showing modernist concern with societal collapse.
Literary Devices
1. Symbolism
· Falcon = humanity
· Falconer = civilization, control
· Gyre = historical cycles, loss of order
· Beast = apocalypse or societal change
2. Imagery – Vivid and surreal (“lion body and the head of a man,” “indignant desert birds”) to create a visionary, nightmarish atmosphere.
3. Blank Verse / Meter Variation – Mostly unrhymed iambic pentameter, with metrical disruption reflecting chaos and instability.
