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Lecture 4
20th Century Poetry (Modernist Poetry)
Characteristics
1. Humanism
· Modern poetry is marked with a note of humanitarianism.
· The modern poets are interested in the life of laborers and workers. 
· Masefield, Gibson, Goldsworthy among others are mainly interested in the common man and his sufferings. 
2. Realism 
· The poetry of the 20th century is marked with a note of realism. 
· Robert Frost, Edmund Blunden, and Gibson are the poets of realism in modern poetry. 
· The best expression of realism in modern poetry is also found among the war poets.
3. Pessimism 
· There is a note of pessimism and disillusionment in modern poetry. 
· The modern poet has realized the pettiness of human life and the tragedy and suffering of the poor have made him gloomy and sad.
· Poets write about war, alienation, doubt, loss of communication with God, and so on. 
4. Romanticism 
· Despite the preponderance of realism in modern poetry, the spirit of romance continuous to sway the minds of certain poets like Walter De La Mare, W. B. Yeats, John Masefield and Edward Thomas. 
· Some romantic features appear in modern poetry like the wish to escape from the present to perfect land, isolation, interest in nature and others
· Walter De La Mare’s poetry is saturated with the true romantic spirit boarding on supernaturalism. 
5. Religion and Mysticism 
· The modern age is the age of science, but even in this scientific age, we have poems written on the subject of religion and mysticism. 
· G. K. Chesterton, W.B. Yeats, Francis Thompson, Robert Graves are the great poets who have kept alive the flame of mysticism in their poetry. 
· The poetry of W. B. Yeats is marked with a mystical dream-like quality. 
· Chesterton, being the great mystic poet of modern age, evokes the feelings of mysticism in his poems “Ballad of White Horse” (1911) and “The House of Christmas” (1915). 
6. Philosophical in nature
· The modern poets want to find a substitution for the loss of religion by depending on new philosophies.
7.  Mythology 
· The modern poets are interested in mythology not only because they believe in but they exploit them as symbols. 
8. Imagism 
· The origin of Imagism is to be found in two poems by T. E. Hulme that were published in 1909 by the Poets' Club in London. 
· The imagists defined poetry as – Poetry is the presentation of a visual situation in the fewest possible concrete words.
· The lead given by Hulme was followed by Ezra Pound and Hilda Doolittle.
9. Symbolist Movement 
· This movement began in France in the late 19th century. Then it`s spread all over the world.
· The appearance of Symbolist Movement comes as a reaction to realistic and naturalistic schools that focus on physical , concrete and material things only. 
· Two types of symbols
· Archetypal (traditional) symbols, like: Whiteness= purity, Flag=power, Bird= peace 
· Personal symbol which the poet invents by himself. 
· The modern poets make full use of personal symbols.
· This invention increases the difficulty of the language of modern poetry. 
· Yeats is the representative of this movement. Two of his poems: “Sailing to Byzantium” and “Second Coming” are examples for this movement.
10. Psychology 
· Some modern poets are interested in delving deep into the recesses of the subconscious mind. 
· Some of the poems of T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound are difficult to follow because of their psychological complexity and difficult imagery. 
11. New Styles 
· Modern poets have chosen to be free in the use of meter. 
· They discard the traditional rhymes and regular rhythm. 
· Complexity of Language: The language of modern poetry is difficult for the readers. This stems from the use of symbolism and the philosophical nature of poetry. 
