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Resistance of Antalas in the ancient Maghreb against the Byzantine occupation
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Abstract:

Antalas is one of the symbols of resistance in the ancient Maghreb. His fame spread at an
early age for his resistance to both Vandal and Byzantine occupation. He fought many battles against
them and was able to defeat them in many battles thanks to his wisdom and war tactics that amazed
his enemies. This prompted the Byzantine Emperor Justinian to send his strongest armies every time
to stifle his resistance, and to resist all the revolutionaries who refused their presence in their land.
Antalas did not rest and tire from fighting for the liberation of his land, accompanied by the emirates
that gathered under his banner, rejecting this occupier who sought to expel them despite the hordes,
equipment, and cunning plans that the Byzantines used to get them in an attempt to restore the glories
of the Roman Empire. However, Antalas continued to fight them tirelessly until his defeat in the Battle

of Cato's Fields, which was the last stop in the struggle of this hero who left his mark on the history.
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Despois (J) : La Tunisie orientale, sahel et basse steppe, P.U.F., 1955, Paris, P 126. Desanges (J) :
Byzacium, Byzacene, in, Encyclopédie berbére .n°11, (1992), pp 1674-1677.

2 Camps (G) : « Antalas », in, Encyclopédie berbére .n°5, (1988), p1. Courtois (Ch) : Les Vandales et
I’ Afrique, A.M.G., (Paris1955), pp. 342-343.

¥ Camps (G) : op.cit, p1.

* Diehl Charles : L'Afrique byzantine, histoire de la domination byzantine en Afrique (533-709), éd,
E. Leroux, (Paris 1896), p312.
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1 Modéran Yves : Les Maures et 1’Afrique romaine (IVe-Vlle siécle), Chapitre 1. Procope, Corippe

et les Maures, (Rome 2003). https://books.openedition.org.

1 Camps (G) : op.cit, p1-2.

12 Corippe : op.cit, 11, 20-47, 111, 38-70,71-98,157-194.
3 Diehl Charles : op.cit, p313. Camps (G) : op.cit, p1-2.
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Procope de Césarée : I'Histoire de :)Lﬁ (1laguas Hilaguas, Laguatan, Laguata, Laguaten) e elodd

la guerre contre les Vandales , trad. Dureau de la Malle, in, I’ Algérie ou manuel Algérien, ed,Firmin
Didot,(Paris, 1825), livre 11,21-22. Corippe : op.cit, I, 443-469, 11, 70-87, 111, 157-194, 1V,44-82,VI,
353- 383.
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'" Diehl Charles : op.cit, p313 ; Corippe : op.cit, 111, 194-230. Courtois (Ch) : op.cit, p347.
18 Courtois (Ch) : op.cit, p347. Camps (G) : op.cit, p 2.
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