Chapter 6
Classification of Errors
Process-Based Classification
Errors are sometimes classified according to their processes. Process here means the ways through which language learners make errors. Four main processes, which lead to erroneous constructions, have been cited in the literature (Corder, 1973; McKeating, 1981; Brown, 2000), as follows.
In Process-Based Classification, the word “process” refers to the mental steps or strategies learners use—often unconsciously—when producing language that lead to errors.
In other words: Process = the way the learner creates the error
It focuses not on what the error looks like (grammar, vocabulary, etc.) but how the learner’s mind produced it.
When learners try to express something in the target language, they often:
· rely on the rules of their first language,
· simplify the target language,
· over-apply rules they recently learned,
· or make random guesses when unsure.
These mental operations are called processes.
So process-based classification groups errors by the cognitive process that caused them.
Common Processes That Lead to Errors (as described by Corder, McKeating, Brown)
1. Transfer (Interference)
Using L1 rules in the target language → error.
· Example: Arabic speaker: She engineer 
(Because Arabic does not require a verb “to be” in the present.)
2. Overgeneralization
Applying one English rule too broadly.
· Example:
“He goed” instead instead of “He went.”
→ Learner overgeneralized the -ed past tense rule.
3. Simplification
Using simpler structures to avoid complex grammar.
· Example:
“I want go” instead of “I want to go.”
4. Guessing / False Hypotheses
Learner guesses a rule incorrectly, or forms a wrong hypothesis.
· Example:
Using “much apples” because the learner guesses “much = plural.”
· 1. Omission: Leaving out some required linguistic elements
· *My father is  doctor.
· for 'My father is a dodor'.
· * I am learn  English well.
· for 'I am learning English well'.
· * I bought three new book  yesterday.
· for 'I bought three new books yesterday'.
· * What you want to do now?
· for 'What do you want to do now?'
As the above examples illustrate, this process usually involves the
deletion of function words (e.g. prepositions and articles), auxiliaries
(e.g. do, have), and morphemes (e.g. plural morpheme, 3rd Person
singular morpheme, past and past participle --ed).
2. Addition: Redundant use of certain elements in a sentence
* He entered into the classroom.
* They always discuss about different matters.
* Please answer to my letter soon.
* Good writing is depends on several factors.
* He was going to home when I saw him.
3. Substitution: Replacement of incorrect elements for correct ones
* I am not afraid from (of) dogs.
*He was angry from (at) his bad marks.
* His bigger (elder) brother is a teacher.
*I always do (make) many mistakes in spelling.
4. Permutation: Incorrect word order
* We last night went to the cinema.
* He comes always late to school.
* My brother is a driver careful
* I don't know why is he late.
ACTIVITY
Write the correct form of the following erroneous sentences and mention the process of error in each one.
I. I don't know how to use of my new computer .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
( .......... .. .......... .. ... )
2. I bought two new book yesterday .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
( ........................... )
3. My brother and I last night went to the cinema .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
( ..... .. ...... .......... .. .. )
4. Students are always afraid from final exams .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
( .. ......................... )
1. Sentence:
I don't know how to use of my new computer.
✔ Correct form:
I don't know how to use my new computer.
Process of error:
Addition (Unnecessary insertion)
Justification:
The learner added an extra preposition (of) where English does not allow it. This likely comes from negative transfer from the learner’s L1, where the verb equivalent to use may require a prepositional structure.
2. Sentence:
I bought two new book yesterday.
✔ Correct form:
I bought two new books yesterday.
Process of error:
Omission (Missing plural morpheme)
Justification:
The learner omitted the plural marker -s, a frequent omission error because plural inflections in English are low-salience and often different from L1 plural systems.
3. Sentence:
My brother and I last night went to the cinema.
✔ Correct form:
My brother and I went to the cinema last night.
Process of error:
Misordering (Incorrect word order)
Justification:
The learner produced a sentence with incorrect placement of the adverbial phrase (last night). This reflects a misordering process where L1 word order patterns influence the placement of time expressions.
4. Sentence:
Students are always afraid from final exams.
✔ Correct form:
Students are always afraid of final exams.
Process of error:
Misformation (Wrong preposition)
Justification:
The learner used the wrong form (preposition from instead of of). This is a classic misformation error, often caused by L1 transfer or incorrect hypothesis formation about fixed adjective–preposition collocations in English.

