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Introduction:
Scope & Importance
Understanding the foundations of language study in practical and social contexts

Relationship Between the Two Fields

Applied Linguistics focuses on practical language problems such as teaching and acquisition, while Sociolinguistics examines language in
social contexts including variation, identity, and power. Both fields complement each other: Applied Linguistics applies linguistic theories to
solve real-world problems, whereas Sociolinguistics provides insights into how social factors shape language use and change.

Applied Linguistics
Definition: The study of language-related problems in real-world
contexts, focusing on practical applications and solutions.

Key Focus Areas:

Second language acquisition and learning processes

Language teaching methodologies and curriculum design

Language assessment and testing

Sociolinguistics
Definition: The study of how language varies and changes in social
contexts, examining the relationship between language and society.

Key Focus Areas:

Language variation across regions, classes, and ethnicities

Dialects and code-switching phenomena

Language policy and planning in multilingual societies



Variationist
Sociolinguistics
Quantitative study of language variation and social factors

Era 1960s-1970s
The foundational period when variationist sociolinguistics emerged as a distinct discipline, establishing systematic methods for studying
language variation in social contexts.

Figure
William Labov
Pioneering linguist who founded variationist sociolinguistics through groundbreaking studies in New York City, demonstrating that linguistic
variation is systematically linked to social factors such as class, ethnicity, and context.

Focus Quantitative Study of Language Variation and Change
Uses statistical methods and extensive data collection to analyze how language varies across social groups and changes over time. Employs
techniques like the apparent-time hypothesis to track linguistic evolution.



Ethnography of
Communication
Dell Hymes and the SPEAKING Model (1960s-1970s)

Era

1960s-1970s

Leading Figure

Dell Hymes

Focus
SPEAKING Model: Framework analyzing speech events through Setting/Scene, Participants, Ends, Act Sequence, Key, Instrumentalities, Norms, and
Genre

Communicative Competence: Understanding language use within social and cultural contexts beyond linguistic competence

Cultural Context: Emphasis on how cultural norms shape communication patterns and meaning-making

Criticisms
Redundancy in components (Scene vs. Key overlap) Underrepresentation of nonverbal communication

Complexity makes practical application challenging Ethnocentric bias limiting cross-cultural applicability



Interactional
Sociolinguistics
Understanding meaning-making through contextualized social interaction

Era & Leading Figure

Era:
1970s-1980s

Leading Figure:
John J. Gumperz

Pioneered the study of how individuals use language to create
meaning within social interactions, emphasizing the role of context in
communication.

Focus Areas

Contextualization Cues
Intonation, code-switching, and non-verbal signals that guide
interpretation

Cross-Cultural Communication
Analyzing miscommunication arising from differing cultural
conventions

Discourse Analysis
Examining face-to-face oral interactions and conversational
dynamics

Criticisms & Limitations

Limited Scope

P i il f k di

Power Dynamics

M l k d i b l d

Formalization Challenges

I t di i li t l d t



Sociology of Language
Joshua Fishman's framework for understanding language in social contexts

Era
1960s-1970s

Leading Figure
Joshua Fishman

Focus Areas

Language Domains
Specific social contexts where particular language varieties are
used (family, education, religion, government)

Extended Diglossia
Expanded Ferguson's concept to include unrelated languages
serving distinct functions in society

Language Maintenance and Shift
Analysis of how communities preserve or abandon languages
across generations

Criticisms

Extending diglossia to unrelated languages complicates the original
definition and may dilute its analytical precision

Debates about the term's utility and specificity when applied to
various sociolinguistic situations

Broad application to complex multilingual settings raises questions
about whether "polyglossia" would be more appropriate
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Critical Discourse
Analysis
Examining language, power, and ideology in social contexts

Era
1990s–2000s: Emerged as a distinct approach to analyzing discourse,
focusing on how language reflects and perpetuates power structures
and social inequalities

Leading Figures
Norman Fairclough: Three-dimensional model

Teun van Dijk: Cognitive dimensions of discourse

Focus Areas

Language and Power

Examines how discourse shapes and is shaped
by power relations in society

Ideology in Discourse

Analyzes how ideological assumptions are
embedded in language use

Social Inequality

Investigates how discourse contributes to
maintaining or challenging inequalities

Key Criticisms
Methodological Challenges
Lacks operational precision in linking linguistic

Subjectivity and Bias
Qualitative nature may lead analysts to impose

Micro-Macro Integration
Difficulty connecting detailed textual analysis with



Linguistic Relativity
Theory
The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis: How language shapes thought and perception

Era

1930s - 1950s

Leading Figures

Edward Sapir & Benjamin Lee Whorf

Focus: The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis

The structure and vocabulary of a language influences its speakers' cognition and perception of the world. Language is not merely a tool for expressing
thoughts but actively shapes how we think, categorize experiences, and understand reality. Different languages lead to different cognitive patterns and
worldviews.

Key Criticisms

Reductionism of Linguistic Determinism
Overly simplistic view that language rigidly determines thought

Causality Issues
Difficult to establish whether language shapes thought or vice versa

Translatability Challenges
Evidence shows languages are generally translatable, contradicting the hypothesis

Lack of Empirical Support
Mixed results and methodological flaws in supporting research



Language Ideology
Theory
Understanding beliefs about language structure and use in society

Era

1990s-2000s

Leading Figure

Michael Silverstein (1945-2020)

American linguist and anthropologist who pioneered the study of
language ideologies in linguistic anthropology

Focus
Beliefs about language structure and use

Rationalization of language practices

Criticisms & Limitations

1. Broad Application of 'Ideology' Term

The extensive use of the term "ideology" in Silverstein's framework can
lead to conceptual ambiguity, making it difficult to establish clear
boundaries for what constitutes a language ideology versus other
belief systems.

2. Methodological Challenges in Identification

Lack of clear criteria for identifying when an ideology is present and
how it operates. This creates difficulties in developing systematic
approaches to studying language ideologies empirically.

3. Ambiguity in Distinguishing from Other Cultural
Constructs

Challenges in differentiating language ideologies from related
cultural constructs such as myths, religious beliefs, and social



Social Network Theory
How social connections shape language variation and change

Era

1980s-1990s

Leading Figures

Lesley Milroy, James Milroy

Focus

Social connections influence language variation and change

Network density affects linguistic innovation and maintenance

Dense, multiplex networks tend to maintain traditional language forms

Loose networks facilitate linguistic innovation and change

Criticisms

Difficulty in defining network boundaries and membership

Resource-intensive data collection requiring extensive ethnographic work



Thank You
"Language is shaped by society,

and society is shaped by language"
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