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DEFINITIONS OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS

Davies & Elder (2004)
"Applied linguistics is the theoretical and empirical investigation  of real-world problems in which language is a central issue. It draws
on theories from linguistics and related disciplines to address practical concerns."

Guy Cook (2003)
"Applied linguistics involves the application of linguistic knowledge  to solve problems related to language use in various contexts,
including education, translation, language policy, and communication disorders."

Christopher Brumfit (1995)
"Applied linguistics is concerned with increasing understanding  of the role of language in human affairs and with providing insights
into problems involving language in the real world."
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KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS


Problem-Oriented Focus
Aims to solve practical language-related problems
encountered in various contexts, including education, law,
healthcare, and technology


Interdisciplinary Nature
Integrates knowledge from psychology, sociology,
anthropology , and cognitive science to comprehensively
address language issues


Empirical Research Methodology
Emphasizes evidence-based research , utilizing both
quantitative and qualitative methods to inform practices and
policies


Contextual Sensitivity
Solutions are tailored to specific social, cultural, and political
contexts , recognizing the influence of environment on
language use
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MAJOR SUBFIELDS (PART 1)

Second Language Acquisition (SLA)
Examines how individuals learn languages beyond their first, investigating cognitive, social, and environmental factors . Key
researchers include Gass, Selinker, and Ellis.

Language Teaching & Pedagogy
Focuses on methodologies, curriculum design, and instructional strategies. Includes approaches like Task-Based Language Teaching
(TBLT)  and Communicative Language Teaching (CLT).

Language Assessment & Testing
Develops methods to evaluate language proficiency and communicative competence. Emphasizes performance-based
assessments  aligned with real-world language use.

Sociolinguistics & Language Variation
Studies how social factors (age, gender, socioeconomic status) influence language use and variation. Informs language policy and
inclusive practices .

Psycholinguistics
Explores the cognitive processes  underlying language comprehension, production, and acquisition. Bridges psychology and
linguistics.



MAJOR SUBFIELDS (PART 2)

Translation & Interpretation Studies
Enhances accuracy and cultural appropriateness  in translation services. Addresses challenges in cross-linguistic communication
and meaning transfer.

Corpus Linguistics
Uses large-scale language databases  to analyze patterns of language use. Informs dictionary development, grammar studies, and
language teaching materials.

Forensic Linguistics
Applies linguistic analysis to legal contexts , including authorship identification, plagiarism detection, and providing expert testimony in
court cases.

Language Policy & Planning
Formulates policies to manage language use in multilingual societies . Addresses issues of language rights, education, and
preservation.

Computational Linguistics
Develops natural language processing (NLP)  technologies for machine translation, speech recognition, and automated text analysis.

Clinical Linguistics



RELATIONSHIP WITH THEORETICAL LINGUISTICS
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Theoretical Linguistics

 Abstract Principles
Develops models explaining language structure and function

 Core Areas
Phonetics, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics

 Foundation
Provides theoretical knowledge  about language systems

Applied Linguistics

 Practical Solutions
Applies theories to solve real-world language problems

 Feedback Loop
Provides empirical data  that refines theoretical models

 Complementary Role
Creates symbiotic relationship enhancing both fields



QUESTIONS ADDRESSED BY APPLIED LINGUISTICS
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Educational Contexts

 Language Acquisition
How do individuals acquire multiple languages in multilingual contexts?

 Teaching Effectiveness
Which instructional methods most effectively promote second
language learning?

 Assessment Design
How can proficiency assessments accurately reflect communicative
competence?

Social & Professional Contexts

 Social Factors
How do age, gender, and socioeconomic status influence language
variation?

 Cross-Cultural Communication
How can communication strategies be optimized in multinational
organizations?

 Forensic Applications
How can linguistic analysis assist in identifying authorship in legal
cases?



PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS & REAL-WORLD IMPACT
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Education & Healthcare

 Language Education
Task-based language teaching (TBLT) for authentic communication and
improved fluency

 Healthcare Communication
Patient education materials and training programs to improve patient
outcomes

 Speech Therapy
Assisting individuals with speech and language disorders through
evidence-based interventions

Legal, Business & Technology

 Forensic Linguistics
Expert testimony analyzing language patterns for authorship
identification and plagiarism detection

 Workplace Communication
Cross-cultural training programs enhancing collaboration and
productivity in multinational organizations

 Natural Language Processing
Automated analysis of software requirements documents to reduce
errors and development costs



KEY SCHOLARS & REFERENCES

Influential Scholars

Leonard Bloomfield
Structural linguistics and language teaching methodologies

Charles C. Fries
Founder of English Language Institute, applied linguistic approaches

Christopher Brumfit
Communicative language teaching and theoretical-applied relationship

Susan Gass & Larry Selinker
Second language acquisition research and theory

Recommended Readings

Davies, A. & Elder, C. (2004). The Handbook of Applied
Linguistics

Cook, G. (2003). Applied Linguistics

Gass, S. & Selinker, L. (2008). Second Language Acquisition: An
Introductory Course

Schmitt, N. (2010). An Introduction to Applied Linguistics
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THANK YOU
Applied Linguistics

Bridging Theory and Practice in Language Studies


