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What is Applied Linguistics

DEFINITION

Applied linguistics is an interdisciplinary field that addresses real-world language-related problems through the

practical application of linguistic theories and research

Scope & Focus Areas

Language teaching and learning

Second language acquisition

Language assessment and testing

Language policy and planning

Translation and interpretation

Multilingualism and language contact

Relationship to Theoretical Linguistics

Theoretical Linguistics

Studies language structure, grammar, and universal principles

↕

Applied Linguistics

Applies theoretical insights to solve practical language problems
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Early Foundations (1940s-1950s)

THE BEGINNING

The formative years of applied linguistics as an academic discipline, marked by institutional establishment and

scholarly infrastructure

1941

English Language Institute

University of Michigan

Pioneering institution focusing on

language teaching and learning

methodologies

1948

Language Learning Journal

A Journal of Applied Linguistics

First dedicated platform for applied

linguistics research dissemination

1957

School of Applied Linguistics

University of Edinburgh

Solidified the discipline's academic

presence in Europe

These milestones established the foundational infrastructure for applied linguistics as a recognized academic field
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Key Figures

Pioneering scholars who shaped Applied Linguistics

Stephen Krashen

Second Language Acquisition

Developed influential theories on language acquisition, emphasizing

comprehensible input and the affective filter in learning processes

Noam Chomsky

Universal Grammar

Introduced the concept of universal grammar, proposing an innate human

capacity for language acquisition that revolutionized linguistic theory

Dell Hymes

Communicative Competence

Pioneered the concept of communicative competence, emphasizing the

importance of social context in language use beyond grammatical rules

Michael Halliday

Systemic Functional Linguistics

Developed systemic functional linguistics, focusing on how language

functions in various contexts and influences communicative teaching

approaches
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Expansion and Diversification (1960s-1970s)

BROADENING HORIZONS

Applied linguistics expanded beyond language teaching to embrace diverse areas, emphasizing interdisciplinary

approaches and practical solutions to real-world language issues

Language Assessment

Development of systematic approaches

to testing and evaluating language

proficiency

Language Policy

Addressing language planning and policy

issues at institutional and governmental

levels

Second Language Acquisition

Systematic study of how individuals

learn additional languages beyond their

first

Interdisciplinary Approaches

Integration of insights from psychology, sociology, education, and

anthropology into language research

Real-World Applications

Focus on solving practical language problems in education,

communication, and social contexts
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Institutional Growth (1960s-1980s)

GLOBAL COLLABORATION

The establishment of professional associations marked the field's growing prominence and fostered international

collaboration among applied linguists

1964

AILA

International Association of Applied Linguistics

Established in France

Promoted global collaboration among applied linguists

Created international platform for research exchange

1977

AAAL

American Association for Applied Linguistics

Founded in the United States

Reflected the field's growing prominence in North America

Advanced research and professional development

These organizations established frameworks for international cooperation and professional standards in applied linguistics



Methodological Advancements (1980s-1990s)

Diverse research methodologies expanded the field's scope

Discourse Analysis

Systematic examination of language use in context, analyzing how meaning

is constructed through spoken and written communication patterns

Corpus Linguistics

Computer-aided analysis of large language databases, enabling empirical

study of authentic language patterns and frequency distributions

Sociolinguistics

Investigation of language variation and social factors, examining how

language reflects and shapes social identity, class, and power dynamics

Multilingualism Research

Study of multiple language use and acquisition, addressing code-switching,

language maintenance, and bilingual education challenges

Language Education Policy

Analysis of language planning and policy decisions, examining how educational systems implement language programs and address linguistic diversity in society

Applied Linguistics Historical Overview 08



Teaching Methods Evolution

Evolution of language teaching methodologies throughout the 20th century

Early 1900s Grammar-Translation Method

Emphasized memorization of grammatical rules and vocabulary, focusing on reading and writing skills while neglecting oral communication

1920s-1930s Direct Method

Prioritized oral proficiency through immersion in the target language, minimizing native language use but requiring highly proficient teachers

1940s-1960s Audiolingual Method

Based on behaviorist psychology, emphasized repetitive drills and pattern practice to develop correct language habits through conditioning

1950s-1970s Situational Language Teaching

Developed in the UK, focused on teaching language through structured situations to promote contextual language use

1970s-Present Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

Emphasized meaningful communication in real-life situations, integrating all language skills and prioritizing fluency over accuracy
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Contemporary Developments (2000s-Present)

TECHNOLOGICAL INTEGRATION

The advent of digital technologies and computational tools has transformed applied linguistics research, opening new frontiers in

language processing and interdisciplinary collaboration

Digital Technologies

Online learning platforms and digital literacy

Computer-assisted language learning (CALL)

Mobile language learning applications

Computational Tools

Corpus linguistics and big data analysis

Natural language processing (NLP) techniques

Automated language assessment systems

Machine Translation

Neural machine translation advances

Real-time translation technologies

Cross-linguistic communication tools

Interdisciplinary Research

Integration with cognitive science and AI

Collaboration across linguistics subfields

Practical solutions to language challenges



Current Research Areas

CONTEMPORARY FOCUS

Modern applied linguistics encompasses diverse research domains that address pressing global language challenges and societal

needs

Multilingualism

Investigating multilingual competence, code-

switching, and language maintenance in diverse

communities

Language Policy

Examining language planning, educational

policies, and linguistic rights in global contexts

Technology-Enhanced Learning

Exploring digital tools, AI-assisted instruction,

and virtual learning environments

Corpus Linguistics

Analyzing large-scale language data to

understand patterns, variation, and language

use

Critical Applied Linguistics

Addressing power relations, social justice, and

ideological dimensions of language

World Englishes

Studying global varieties of English and their

legitimacy in international communication

These research areas reflect the field's commitment to addressing real-world language issues through rigorous inquiry and practical application


