Metadiscourse Markers
1. What are metadiscourse markers?  
Metadiscourse markers are words or phrases that improve a text’s clarity and coherence. While typically associated with written texts, they are also common in spoken language, appearing in both formal and informal settings.  
They serve to:  

- Connect ideas within a text. 
-  Guide readers through the text’s flow.  
- Convey the writer’s perspective or stance.  
- Indicate the writer’s level of certainty.  
- Engage and connect with the audience.  

These markers are most prevalent in academic writing but also appear in everyday texts like blog posts, news articles, reviews, newsletters, and fiction.  
2. Why analyse metadiscourse markers?  
Examining metadiscourse markers helps us better understand a text, making us more effective learners, students, and educators. It reveals key details, such as the author’s intended message, opinions, arguments, and factual content.  
Understanding these markers also enhances our own writing. By using them, we can express ourselves more clearly in a non-native language, make our writing easier for others to follow, and potentially boost our academic performance.
3. What types of metadiscourse markers are involved in text analysis?  
Text analysis involves thirteen categories of metadiscourse markers:
1. Announce goals
2. Code Glosses
3. Endophorics
4. Hedges 
5. Logical connectives
6. Relational markers
7. Attitude markers 
8. Emphatics
9. Evidentials 
10. Label Stages
11. Person markers
12. Sequencing
13. Topic shifts
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