An Introduction to Text Study
1. What is a Text?
A text is anything we can look at, explore, interpret, and draw meaning from. 
Halliday (2004, p. 3) states:
“When people speak or write, they produce text. The term ‘text’ refers to any instance of language in any medium that makes sense to someone who knows the language.”
A text is therefore a piece of written or spoken language
Exercise: Here are three texts. Identify which ones are written and which ones are spoken

Text 01: 

‘And we’ve been trying different places around the island that — em, a couple of years ago we got on to this place called the Surai in East Bali and we just go back there now every time. It is —’ ‘Oh I’ve heard about this.’
‘Have you heard about it? Oh.’ ‘Friends have been there.’
‘It is the most wonderful wonderful place. Fabulous.’

Text 02: 

﻿Cold power is the ideal brand for any family. We understand that there is more than one thing you want to achieve out of every wash load.
As such, we have developed a formula capable of achieving a wide range of benefits for all types of wash loads.

Text 03: 

Today all of us do, by our presence here, and by our celebrations in other parts of our country and the world, confer glory and hope to newborn liberty.
﻿Out of the experience of an extraordinary human disaster that lasted too long, must be born a society of which all humanity will be proud. Our daily deeds as ordinary South Africans must produce an actual South African reality that will reinforce humanity’s belief in justice, ﻿strengthen its confidence in the nobility of the human soul and sustain all our hopes for a glorious life for all.
﻿All this we owe both to ourselves and to the peoples of the world who are so well represented here today
2. Forms of texts
Textual materials include:
· Printed texts
· Digital texts
· Spoken or transcribed texts
· Visual texts
· Multimodal texts
Exercise: Which of the following would be considered a text? Identify the form of each.
1. A graphic novel or comic book
2. A journal written by a 15-year-old
3. A series of photographs
4. A poem
5. A movie
3. Features of Texts:
· Form of a text
· Nature of a text
· Text vs. sentence
· Semantic unit
· Texture

4. The Study of a Text 
According to Halliday (2004), the study of a text can take two main perspectives:
1. Text as an object: 
2. Text as an instrument: 
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