
Very often, a lvriting assignm€nt will require you to compare and contlast t\,ÿo

things, places, orpeople.In your history class, you might be âsked to compare aûd
contrast the Greek and Roman ernpirest in your biology dass, you might be required
to compde and contmst DNA ând RNA. Compàring ând contrasting is â prccess
we all do every daI This table shol^'s some purposes for comparing and contrasting,
along with examples of each purpose.

Examples

Declde whlch cêr to buy by compêrlng

Writing: Comparison and Contrast

Persuade others to votefor a po iti.a
candidate by.ontràstng herplènswlth
her opponents plans.

Exp aln what a b.rometerls by.omparinq
t to a the.mometer, butexplain that it
measu res atmospherlc pressure instead of

Tô show rhattwo apparent y slmiar th ngs
are n fact quite d fferent orto show that
two âpparent y dissimll.r things àre

Show how an êuthors new book or a

m!s cêlgrouptnewalb!m s surprislng y

d flerent from the ast one.

Contral how afavorite ho idaywas
ce ebrated when yo! werei.hld wlth
howthat ho ldày is.elebrated nôw.

Compare and contran Ha t before and
after the earthquàke in 2010,

Horÿe\.e1, there is ore thing to keep in nlind: \ÿith comp:trison ând contrâst,
the purposc is not just to point out similâr ilies and diffetences but also to
persuule, explain, or infonn. 'lhink about conrparison and contràst à:r a method of
developû1ent not as a purpose for $'ritiflg.
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To determinethe superiority ofone rhing

To exp ain somethingthat is unknowr by
comparing itto somethlngthàt is known

Descr be how ân e e.trlccarworks by
contraning its funct on w th thar ofè
gàso ine powered (ar.

D s.over thàt two very different cu l!res
haÿe some import:nt thlngs i. common.

To show howsomethlng or someone


