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Patterns of Organization
'llere are t\,vo basic pattcrns oforganizàtion for developing a corlparlson and

cootlâst essâ)'. Although thcy are called by vLrrious names, we will call Pattcln A
lhe Poi Ibf Pdfi otgaDization and Pattern B tbe All oJ Oûelt\ll 0f the Ather
organization. To shohr ho\\l these |ratterns !ÿork, leti consider the topic ol lwo
artonobilcs: the Roxll Runner XL and thc Speed Demon 280- Yolrr poinLs o1'

comparison might be the cost ofmaintenancc, pcrform rce, and corrlôrt.

Pattern A (Point-by-Point)

hl this pattern, eâch point ofcomparison ls discussed separateLÿ Studv the
follo\\'ing or ganizàuon.

Thesis Stâtenlenti The Spccd Derron is a better car lhan the Road Runncr.

I. Cost of NIiil]tenrn.e
À. Tle Road Runner
B. The Speed Demon

II. Perlormancc

A. Tle Road Rtrnncr
B. lhe:p. ln, ru,

III. Comfort
A. ilhe Roaci Runner
B. the Speed Demon

Pattern A (Point l;y Point) is useful lôr organizing conlplex topics. It is an eas_ÿ

pattern to follorv because the comparison/contrast is made cleàr throùghout thc
cssrl'. lior exâmp1e, a paragraph.ompàring the cost olmaintcnânce ofthe t\\.o
aut.rrnob,le, n'r;hr b< Je' clopeo .'. tôllô\'.:

fle Road RuIner and the Speed Demon difer in cost of maintenance.
The Road Runner is rather expensive to maintain. This car gets poor mileâge, with
23 miles per gallon on the highway ând l8 miles per gallon in the city, Moreover,
it requires the môre expensive premium gasoline. In âddidon, the Road Runner
needs a tune up every four months and an oil change every 90 days. The average
driver who orürs a Roâd Runner rnust pay approximately $I,400 â year to keep this
car running. The Speed Demon, on the otller hand, is q te economical. It gets ân
impressive 38 milês per gallon on the highway and 34 in the city, and unlike the
Road Runnet the Speed Demon takes the less costly regulâr gâsoline. In addition,
whereas the Road Runner requires tune-ups and oil chânges, the Speed Demon
requires litde maintenance. It [eeds to be tuned up only every 12 months; the oil
,eeds to be changed only every four monlhs. In summary, instead ofpaying
$1,400 per year to keep the car running, the owner ofa Speed Demon spends
only $o00, whrch :. cigni6canrJy les..

(lhaptcr 8r 'lhe Compar'ison ard Contra\t Fssa,v 157


