Summary of Colonial America
Colonial America (1607–1776) refers to the period when European powers, primarily Britain, established colonies in North America. The first permanent English settlement was Jamestown, Virginia (1607), founded for economic reasons like tobacco farming. In 1620, the Pilgrims settled Plymouth, Massachusetts, seeking religious freedom, followed by the larger Puritan migration to Massachusetts Bay. Other colonies, such as Pennsylvania (founded by Quakers) and Maryland (a Catholic refuge), also emphasized religious tolerance.
Economically, the colonies developed regional differences: the Southern colonies (Virginia, Carolinas, Georgia) relied on cash crops like tobacco and rice, using enslaved African labor; the Middle colonies (New York, Pennsylvania) were diverse and agriculturally productive; and New England (Massachusetts, Connecticut) focused on trade, fishing, and small farms.
Socially, colonial life varied by region. Most colonists were farmers, but cities like Boston and Philadelphia became centers of commerce and culture. Relations with Native Americans were often tense, leading to conflicts such as the Pequot War (1636–1638) and King Philip’s War (1675–1676). Slavery grew significantly, especially in the South, shaping the colonies’ economies and societies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Politically, the colonies operated under British rule but had some self-governance through assemblies like Virginia’s House of Burgesses (1619). Over time, tensions with Britain over taxes and control led to the American Revolution (1775–1783), ending the colonial era with the Declaration of Independence (1776).Colonial America laid the foundation for the United States, influencing its economy, culture, and political ideals.

