
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Restrictive and Nonrestrictive Adjective Clauses 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSES  
 express a complete thought  

 can stand alone as a sentence  

SUBORDINATE CLAUSES  
 do not express a complete thought  

 can’t stand alone as a sentence  

CLAUSES 
• must have a subject and a verb 

Noun Clauses 

• function as nouns in a sentence and are used as subjects, 

predicate nominatives, direct objects, indirect objects, 

and objects of prepositions  

• as nouns, can be replaced by pronouns (use someone or 

something)  

• are grammatically essential to the sentence  

Adjective Clauses 

• function as adjectives in a sentence and answer the 

questions which one, what kind, how much, or 

how many about the noun or pronoun they modify  

• are introduced by relative pronouns or relative 

adverbs  

• are not grammatically essential to the sentence  

Adverb Clauses 

• function as adverbs in a sentence and tell 

where, why, how, when, or to what degree 

something was done  

• are introduced by subordinating conjunctions  

• are not grammatically essential to the 

sentence  

Words Used to Introduce adjective Clauses 

Relative pronouns :  

who, whom, whose, that, which  

 

Relative adverbs :  

when, where, why 

 Commonly Used Subordinating Conjunctions  

 

after, although, as, as if, as long as, as soon as, as 

though, because, before, even though, if, once, 

since, so that, than, though, unless, until, when, 

whenever, where, wherever, whether, while, etc. 

Words Used to Introduce Noun Clauses 

Subordinating conjunctions  

that, how, when, where, whether, why  

Pronouns  

what, whatever, who, whom, whoever, whomever, 

which, whichever 

Restrictive clauses are essential to 

the meaning of the sentence and 

do not need commas to separate 

them from the complete sentence. 

Nonrestrictive clauses are not 

essential to the meaning of the 

sentence and do need commas to 

separate them from the complete 

sentence. 

Which Versus That 

 

In general, “that” is used for restrictive clauses 

and “which” is used for nonrestrictive clauses. 



Sentences classified by structure 

 

 

Simple Sentences: 1 independent clause:      The baby cried for food. 

Compound  sentence: 2 independent clauses separated by a semicolon or a comma and a conjunction.  

      They spoke to him in Spanish, but he responded in English. 

Complex sentence: 1 independent and 1 or more dependent clause. 

Because the soup was too cold, I warmed it in the microwave. 

Complex- compound:  2 independent clause and 1 or more dependent clauses. 

Though Michael enjoys watching comedies, he rented the latest spy thriller, and he enjoyed it very much. 

 

 

Proper Punctuation Methods for Connecting Independent and Dependent Clauses 

 

               IC.IC.                           Tom read the book. His friend saw the movie.  

               IC; IC.                         Tom read the book; his is friend saw the movie. 

               IC, CC IC.                  Tom read the book, but his is friend saw the movie. 

               IC; CA, IC.                 Tom read the book; however, his is friend saw the movie. 

               DC, IC.                       After his friend saw the movie, Tom read the book.  

               IC DC.                        Tom read the book after his friend saw the movie. 

 

                                                          IC= Independent Clause     DC= Dependent Clause     CC= Coordinating Conjunction   CA= Conjunctive Adverb 

 


