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A Rose for Emily 2
Character Analysis in A Rose for Emily by William Faulkner
1. Emily Grierson
Emily Grierson is the central character of A Rose for Emily, and her character is a complex portrayal of isolation, tradition, and madness. Raised in a strict, aristocratic Southern family, Emily becomes a symbol of the old South, clinging to the past and resisting change. Her father's control over her life, as well as her later refusal to accept his death, contribute to her emotional and psychological instability. Emily's behavior becomes increasingly eccentric over time, particularly when she begins a romantic relationship with Homer Barron, a northerner who is viewed as unsuitable for her. Her desperate need for love and fear of abandonment culminates in a tragic act: she poisons Homer and keeps his corpse in her house for years. Emily’s character represents the conflict between tradition and change, and her tragic fate highlights the destructive consequences of this conflict.
2. Homer Barron
Homer Barron is a transient, northern construction foreman who becomes Emily’s lover. He is a more practical and carefree character compared to Emily, and his relationship with her challenges the traditional norms of the Southern aristocracy. Although it is unclear whether Homer reciprocates Emily's feelings, his unwillingness to marry her leads to her ultimate descent into madness. In the end, Homer is revealed to be a victim of Emily’s obsessive and possessive love, as she kills him and preserves his body, demonstrating the extent of her psychological deterioration and her inability to let go of the past.
3. The Narrator (The Townspeople)
The narrator of the story is not a single person but rather the collective voice of the townspeople who have observed Emily’s life from a distance. Their gossip and speculation provide much of the information about Emily and her life, though the narrator is not omniscient. The townspeople’s mixed feelings of pity, judgment, and fascination contribute to the story’s atmosphere and help to reveal the themes of social expectations and isolation. Their perspective offers a sense of detachment and highlights the town's complicity in Emily's fate.
Literary Devices in A Rose for Emily by William Faulkner
1. Symbolism
· The House: Emily's decaying house is a symbol of both her mental state and the decline of the Old South. The house, once grand and majestic, mirrors Emily's former status and the collapse of Southern traditions. Over time, it becomes more isolated and deteriorates, just like Emily herself.
· The Rose: The title of the story itself, "A Rose for Emily," is symbolic. While the rose may symbolize love, beauty, or secrecy, it is also a symbol of pity for Emily’s tragic life, offering her a gesture of affection or remembrance.
· The Strand of Hair: At the end of the story, when Emily’s actions are revealed, the discovery of a strand of her gray hair on the pillow beside Homer’s corpse is symbolic of her loneliness, obsessive love, and the passing of time. It also represents her connection to Homer, even in death.
2. Irony
The story contains dramatic irony, where the reader learns crucial information about Emily's actions only at the very end, which heightens the shock of the revelation. For example, when Emily buys arsenic, the townspeople assume she is going to kill herself, but they do not realize it is for Homer Barron. The ultimate irony is that Emily's desperate attempt to preserve love—by keeping Homer’s body—results in an even greater tragedy and highlights her inability to accept reality.
3. Nonlinear Structure
The narrative structure of A Rose for Emily is nonlinear, as it moves back and forth between different points in time. This fragmented storytelling mirrors the disjointedness of Emily's life and her distorted view of reality. The gradual revelation of facts about Emily and the mystery surrounding Homer’s disappearance create suspense and encourage readers to piece together the story themselves.
4. Psychological Realism
Faulkner delves deeply into Emily’s psyche, offering insights into her emotional turmoil, isolation, and eventual madness. Through her actions, Faulkner explores the destructive effects of isolation and the rigid social expectations of the time. Emily’s mental state and obsessive attachment to the past reveal her inability to cope with the changes around her, particularly the loss of her father and the rejection by Homer Barron.
5. Gothic Elements
The story incorporates several Gothic elements, such as the decaying house, the mysterious death of Homer Barron, and the eerie discovery of his preserved body. The setting, with its sense of decay and isolation, contributes to the haunting atmosphere of the story. Gothic motifs like death, madness, and the supernatural are central to Emily’s character and the mystery that surrounds her life.
