Lesson Three: Prehistory and
Pictographs

Definitions

Prehistory the period and study of human evolution antedating written history
the oldest period in which human beings are known to have existed and in which
The Stone Age
they made and used stone tools
a period of time that began between 4000 and 3000 B.C. in which people used
The Bronze Age
bronze to make weapons and tools
a period of time between about 3000 B.C. and 1000 B.C. in which people used iron
The Iron Age
to make weapons and tools
Artifacts objects (such as weapons, tools, ornaments, receptacles...etc) showing human
rtifac
workmanship or modification as distinguished from a natural object
] (also called pictogram) an ancient or prehistoric drawing, painting, or carving on a
Pictograph ..
rock wall symbolizing a word or a phrase
Primitive of or relating to the earliest age or period
Cupul a cup-shaped structure made into rock walls by prehistoric people through repeated
upule
P percussion blows
Finger Fluting lines left by prehistoric people’s fingers on surfaces

Visual Representations

The Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages

Here is a table breaking down prehistory into the three ages:
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TABLE 1: Breakdown of prehistory, based on the original three age system

i Transitional
Three Ages Subdivisions Phases Notes on Further Subdivisions, etc
Lower Cultures often extending over huge areas, with ively little local variation. The
Owp Stone AcE Pavasoursic | main cultures are usually divisible into broad stages to some extent.
(PALAEOLITHIC)
MippLe Cultures extending over wide areas, with some local variations, and internally divisible
PALABOUITHIC | into stages almost everywhere.
STONE
Ace Uprrer (or The cultural sequence varies according to arca. Some cultures occur over wide areas;
ADVANCED) meymmmnwmmwwm
PavLagoumHIC
Em-Parasourraic | Nota valid phase everywhere: vari tures locall isable, and ionally formi h q!
Mmrﬁm Local cultures and culture-sequences, making up a period of very variable duration and imp ding
GE to geographical position.
(MesoLrTHIC)
Pre-PoTTERY OR
‘Acemamic’ A phase of variable duration, only locally isable and only ionally subdivisibl
Neoursic
New Stone Ace “Early’, ‘Middle’ and “Late’, or ‘Primary” ‘Secondary” have been distinguished in some areas,
(NeoLrTHIC) butlr:notsynd:mub«nem antl l.cn:fh”a cultures differ widely, and local chronology
d@md:onﬂulpludmddcvdopmofhﬁmﬁmmgm]mm
“‘Correr Ace’ Alnuﬂymsniﬂhkphﬂunfnr'nhle‘ jon and imp i bdivisible, p ding in some
(Cuarcoursic) | areas the introduction of bronze worki
‘Early’, ‘Middle' and ‘Late” phummmﬂdmmﬁmmbmnwhmmﬁnhnmﬁhdnyupmdmb&momofmﬂwm
BronzEe Age. Where they are used, they are usually defined on grounds of d.e:echnology typology of the bronze implements. Local cultures occur,
Ace and their names are also sometimes loosely used as subdivisions of the Bronze miburownamu duunnlogyufdmmcepuonwxldnﬂopmm
uf&:hmhnulmﬂymmhmﬂmedbythevayundﬂemmxr of contacts b the barbarian and civilised peoples.
As with the Bronze Age, there are no general synchronised ‘Early’, ‘Middlc’ and ‘Late” Iron Age phases, although such terms as ‘Early Iron Age’
Imon orhre?m—RommlmnAge mmmmmumdmnrmﬁcm}wmﬁ:mmdﬁngnf&eﬁmmudofmmhngnmm
Ace derably by g to their g position and relations with the higher cultures, while the expansion of the Roman Empire
(Pre-Roman) bnnpIihe[mnAgcmwmtuuswipmmcnd.mxpndofthempzhmAgemlmmanﬂhunandL:'ﬂneova'muchofEurope

o&uhbﬂmﬂmﬂﬂh@hﬁlwmﬂmhuumwycﬁnmwmhm

Artifacts

Here are some artifacts examples:

Pictograph

Here is an example of a pictograph can be:
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The picture above represents a cave painting (the most recognizable type of pictographs);

however, there are many other types of pictographs; for instance:

Cupules Finger Fluting

Text

Prehistory is the study of the era that precedes written history. It follows a three age system

which encompasses the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, and the Iron Age. How prehistorians go

about studying prehistory is first, by finding, identifying, and explaining the solid and visible

traces left by the prehistoric man. Said traces include structures, living sites, burial places,

and artifacts. Second, is by studying the natural background to prehistoric human existence.

This entails the study of climate changes and their effects on animal populations and on the

relative distribution of land. If history’s gaps are filled by making deductions of facts, then
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prehistory’s gaps are filled by tracing the story of human development backwards in time.

Prehistory is characterized by having flexible time limits, being stretched over immense

periods of time, and being spread out like a jigsaw puzzle. One aspect of prehistory that helps

put the jigsaw puzzle together is pictographs.

Pictographs are images, signs, or symbols drawn on rock walls in order to express some idea

or information. Pictographs can be either drawn and painted on rocks, and we call them

‘petrograms’, or cut and carved into rock surfaces, and we call them ‘petroglyphs’. Both
petroglyphs and petrograms can be referred to as rock art as both of them take rocks for

canvases. To make this kind of art, natural pigments are created from a mixture of minerals

and plants which is then applied using fingers or primitive brushes. Pictographs can be

classified according to the type of drawing. They can be abstract symbols such cupules,

cruciforms, or finger flutings; hand stencils in which handprints or palm-prints are left on

surfaces; rock engravings which are pictures drawn by incising lines on rock surfaces; and

lastly cave paintings which are pictures painted on rock walls using pigments as colours.
These four types can be further divided into basic pictographs and complex pictographs with
the basic ones being made by only one unit, and the complex ones being made by assembling
or fusing basic units together. Pictographs are essential in the study of prehistory because they

provide valuable insight into the social and spiritual lives of prehistoric peoples by revealing

their relationships with the natural world and each other.

Translations
Words
e The Stone Age > flexible time limits - brush - dLuy4a
sl pnell dijo diioj agan (puupll)
e The Bronze Age > being stretched over abstract symbols >
SHapll pnell immense periods of diaijni jgo)
e The Iron Age > t"mi_.) Ls\l'lc . hand stencils -
syl jlnell i;‘;“”””é” s3I 33T ciloguy)
e finding - jgiell " ae/li 23gois
drawn and painted - K .
e identifying - 2l ) rock engravings =
! doguujo

structures = 1Ll
living sites > (Jjlio

burial places = pldo
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cut and carved =
a-L-i-.I . o

canvases = (ilagl

dyjAn yugdi

cave paintings =
«agaill od aloguy
assembling > (114}1



e artifacts - dy}il ghd e natural pigments - * fusing - 201

e distribution of land = o =l e the social life = 6L1all

dialycqighll alpoill e minerals = )lgo dicloialll
e tracing the story of dlaeo e the spiritual life >
human development duilagpl 6Ll

backwards in time =

s elygll (ol dypinl
Jojl

Paragraphs

paell A& giiy .agifoll Ll Guuay Al pnell dwljy g 6)ia ga pyjlill Jud Lo pnc
dulal . gyl ynellg ,sjigull paell gl jrell Jouiy Al &lill aldall plii
dyijollg dulall JUTI puuai g aaai g «le jgielly Ugl gg3jgll pgdy aulill Jid bo ync
ghill g plildall g Jjliodl g calyligl jliTll od@ Jouiti ALl Judi o lui] L@4yi ol
i Lo jgnc o oiluilll 3gagll dyeuhll dyalall duwlyy ggayall pedy Luili .yl
alpeill eleg alilguall ele 1ailyili g dyalioll alpgill duwlyy elld pjliugg Ayl
aglill Judi Lo cilgaa gal . gildall alitinl JUA go aglill algad suw piy .dpalycgighll
é.J.JE"” Jud Lo pac jroliy . gojll o elygll odl dypiindl dnd jght guif JilA o laglo piy
AU pe ojliniilig .gwlg a2 Glhi gle diioj ailjia Mlaiong (dijo diioj 3gan agagy
21017 o Ackuti gl lill Judi Lo jgnc wilga aai 2o dehd gaa way Al jellls
dyanll aloguill a. leo jolll gh )

ge peill dianll glpall gle doguyo jgo) gl clolle gl jgn @@ dyjanll aloguyll
"alohagidl” punl layle Glhi yganll gle doguyo 1Rga Jla od Lo dogleo gl 8444
raladegyidl” dyandl puwl layle Glhidyanll ahwll glc digaio laigs dlla d g
loals gl gpan ga lail gl "alaglegyiyll” g "alolyagyill" go J4 ol &)Ll G40,
o dpeph deyni clitil piy . gall go ggill 1@ ginl .duilad alagld jganl Jiloginy
gl gilolll pladiwl el xo) l@duhi ai) (oillg alilillg diseall Algall go hyla
63420 ljgoy 9g4i Ada puyll ggi cuwa dypanll aloguyll cagind Jaay .dyiladl giyall
‘ca4ll alony gl agll alonid digay pilai ‘gilnlll hghi g + 6)ldi] g algaall Jio
«aasll algl palg ‘dyanll ahulll sl 8jgat0 Gigdi g 8)lic (9@g djan Ghgdl
pdwdi Jaoy .glglls dieuhll ¢hnlll pladiwly dijanll gljaall gle dogujo jgn oag
gin pij éun 81890 dinAg jeng dhuu dnwngi jgn ol LT daylll ¢lgilll 03
gl WA @upb Je 8adoall jgnll gin piig da §aalg 631g dhwlgr dhpull jgnll
aglill Jud Lo jgnc dwlpy o dyjgpa dianll alogull 180 dpwlwlll claagll 2o
&l JAla go aylill Jud Lo wgeial dyilagyllg dycloialll sLall doyd dyd) pag Lall
el pane; gog geuhll allell go paildilc e.

Lesson Three: Prehistory and Pictographs



Activities
Read the text carefully and answer the following questions:
1. Which system do we use to divide the prehistoric era?
2. What is prehistory concerned with?
3. What are the characteristics of prehistory?
4. What are the different kinds of pictographs? Give examples.

5. Why are pictographs important?

Further Reading

—Goodwin, A. J. H. “The Terminology of Prehistory”. The South African Archaeological
Bulletin, vol. 1, no. 4, pp. 91-100. DOI: 10.2307/3887518.

Sources

—Roe, Arthur Derek. Prehistory: An Introduction. University of California Press, 1970.
Google Books, books.google.dz/books

—“Dictionary”. Merriam-Webster, merriam-webster.com.

—Zamblera, Stefano. A Dongba Pictographs Dictionary with Iconographic Index Plates.
Lulu Press, 2018. Google Books, www.google.dz/books/edition/ /zjdNDwAAQBAJ?
hl=en&gbpv=0.

—“Pictographs of the Stone Age”. Encyclopaedia of Stone Age Art, visual-arts-cork.com.

—U.S. National Archives. “Pictographs, Petroglyphs, Rock Art”. Pieces of History. National

Archives, prologue.blogs.archives.gov/.
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https://books.google.dz/books?hl=en&lr=&id=FoMVxQCxx24C&oi=fnd&pg=PA6&dq=definition+of+prehistory&ots=Cm44-0BoSr&sig=DbdKKtYRk0EIZiI778JzhpTKpfM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=true
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/everything-youve-ever-wanted-to-know-about-historic-and-historical#:~:text=It%20used%20to%20be%20that,used%20in%20the%20first%20place
https://www.google.dz/books/edition/_/zjdNDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.dz/books/edition/_/zjdNDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/

