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Lesson Three: Prehistory and 
Pictographs

Definitions
Prehistory the period and study of human evolution antedating written history

The Stone Age
the oldest period in which human beings are known to have existed and in which
they made and used stone tools

The Bronze Age
a period of time that began between 4000 and 3000 B.C. in which people used
bronze to make weapons and tools

The Iron Age
a period of time between about 3000 B.C. and 1000 B.C. in which people used iron
to make weapons and tools

Artifacts
objects (such as weapons, tools, ornaments, receptacles…etc) showing human
workmanship or modification as distinguished from a natural object

Pictograph
(also called pictogram) an ancient or prehistoric drawing, painting, or carving on a
rock wall symbolizing a word or a phrase

Primitive of or relating to the earliest age or period

Cupule
a cup-shaped structure made into rock walls by prehistoric people through repeated
percussion blows

Finger Fluting lines left by prehistoric people’s fingers on surfaces

Visual Representations 

The Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages
Here is a table breaking down prehistory into the three ages: 
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Artifacts
Here are some artifacts examples:

Pictograph
Here is an example of a pictograph can be:
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The picture above represents a cave painting (the most recognizable type of pictographs); 
however, there are many other types of pictographs; for instance:

Cupules Finger Fluting

Text
Prehistory is the study of the era that precedes written history. It follows a three age system 
which encompasses the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, and the Iron Age. How prehistorians go 
about studying prehistory is first, by finding, identifying, and explaining the solid and visible 
traces left by the prehistoric man. Said traces include structures, living sites, burial places, 
and artifacts. Second, is by studying the natural background to prehistoric human existence. 
This entails the study of climate changes and their effects on animal populations and on the 
relative distribution of land. If history’s gaps are filled by making deductions of facts, then 
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prehistory’s gaps are filled by tracing the story of human development backwards in time. 
Prehistory is characterized by having flexible time limits, being stretched over immense 
periods of time, and being spread out like a jigsaw puzzle. One aspect of prehistory that helps 
put the jigsaw puzzle together is pictographs.

Pictographs are images, signs, or symbols drawn on rock walls in order to express some idea 
or information. Pictographs can be either drawn and painted on rocks, and we call them 
‘petrograms’, or cut and carved into rock surfaces, and we call them ‘petroglyphs’. Both 
petroglyphs and petrograms can be referred to as rock art as both of them take rocks for 
canvases. To make this kind of art, natural pigments are created from a mixture of minerals 
and plants which is then applied using fingers or primitive brushes. Pictographs can be 
classified according to the type of drawing. They can be abstract symbols such cupules, 
cruciforms, or finger flutings; hand stencils in which handprints or palm-prints are left on 
surfaces; rock engravings which are pictures drawn by incising lines on rock surfaces; and 
lastly cave paintings which are pictures painted on rock walls using pigments as colours. 
These four types can be further divided into basic pictographs and complex pictographs with 
the basic ones being made by only one unit, and the complex ones being made by assembling 
or fusing basic units together. Pictographs are essential in the study of prehistory because they 
provide valuable insight into the social and spiritual lives of prehistoric peoples by revealing 
their relationships with the natural world and each other.

Translations

Words
The Stone Age ➔ 
ا���� ا����ي
The Bronze Age ➔ 
ا���� ا���و��ي
The Iron Age ➔ 
ا����� ا�����ي
finding ➔ ا����ر
identifying ➔ ا����ف
structures ➔ ت�����
living sites ➔ زل���
burial places ➔ �����

flexible time limits ➔ 
��ود ز���� ����
being stretched over 
immense periods of 
time ➔ ��� ���� 
 ��ى ���ات ز���� ��
�����
drawn and painted ➔ 
������
cut and carved ➔ 
������
canvases ➔ ت����

brush ➔ ة���� 
(�����)
abstract symbols ➔ 
ر��ز �������
hand stencils ➔ 
 ر����ت أ�� ا����دي
����ذج �����
rock engravings ➔ 
���ش �����
cave paintings ➔ 
ر����ت �� ا����ف
assembling ➔ �����
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artifacts ➔ ا���� ���
distribution of land ➔ 
ا�����ات ا�������ا���
tracing the story of 
human development 
backwards in time ➔ 
 ����  ���ر ���
 ا������ إ�� ا��راء ��
 ا����

natural pigments ➔ 
أ���� ������
minerals ➔ اد�� 
������

fusing ➔ د��
the social life ➔ ا����ة 
ا���������
the spiritual life ➔ 
ا����ة ا��و�����

Paragraphs
 ��� �� ��� ا���ر�� �� ���ة و درا�� ا���� ا��ي ���� ا���ر�� ا�����ب. ���� ��ا ا����
 ���م ا�����ت ا���ث ا��ي ���� ا���� ا����ي، ا���� ا���و��ي، وا���� ا�����ي. ��را��
 ��� �� ��� ا���ر��، ���م ا��ر��ن أو�ً� ������ر ���، و �����، و ����� ا����ر ا����� وا������
 ا��� ����� إ���ن �� ��� ا���ر��. ���� ��ه ا����ر ا������ت و ا����زل و ا������� و ا����
 ا������. ����ً�، ���م ا��ر��ن ��را�� ا������ ا������� �����د ا������� �� ���ر �� ���
 ا���ر��. و�����م ذ��  درا�� ا�����ات ا������� و �����ا��� ��� ا����ا��ت و��� ا�����ات
 ا�������ا���. ��� �� ���ات ا���ر��  �� ��ل ا�����ج ا������، ��� ���ات �� ��� ا���ر��
 ��� ����� �� ��ل ���� ���ر ��� ا������ إ�� ا��راء �� ا���� . ����� ��� �� ��� ا���ر��
 ����د ��ود ز���� ����، و����اد ���ات ز���� ��� ���ق �� وا��، و������ره ��� ا��رض
 ������ ا��ي ��� ��� ���� ���. أ�� ��ا�� ���ر �� ��� ا���ر�� ا��� ����� �� �����
��� ا���� ���  .�� ا������ت ا������
 ا������ت ا������ �� ��ر أو ����ت أو ر��ز ������ ��� ا���ران ا������ ������� ��
 ���ة أو ������ ��. �� ��ل ����� ������ ��� ا����ر، ���� ����� ا�� "ا����و��ا��ت"
 و �� ���� ����� ������ ��� ا����� ا������، ���� ����� ا�� ا������ "ا����و�����ت".
 ���� ا����رة إ�� �� �� "ا����و��ا��ت" و "ا����و�����ت" ��� أ��� �� ���ي ��ن �����
 ������ن ا����ر �����ت ������. ���� ��ا ا���ع �� ا���، ��� إ���ء أ���� ������ ��
 ���� �� ا���اد ا������� وا������ت وا��� ��� ������� ��� ذ�� ������ام ا������ أو
 ا���ش ا���ا���. ���� ����� ا������ت ا������ ��� ��ع ا���� ��� ���ن ر��زًا ���دة
 ��� ا����ات و إ��رة + و ���ط ا������؛ ���ذج ��و��  �����ت ا��� أو ����ت ا���؛
 ���ش ����� و�� ���رة �� ���ش ����رة ��� ا����� ا������؛ وأ��ً�ا ����ت ا����
 و�� ��ر ������ ��� ا���ران ا������ ������ام ا�����غ ا������� ����ان. ���� �����
 ��ه ا����اع ا��ر��� أ�ً�� إ�� ��ر ������� ����� و��ر ������� ����ة، ��� ��� ���
 ا���ر ا������ ��ا��� و��ة وا��ة ���، و��� ��� ا���ر ا�����ة �� ���� ����� أو
 د�� ا����ات ا������� �ً��. ا������ت ا������ ��ور�� �� درا�� ���ر �� ��� ا���ر��
 ����� ���� رؤ�� ���� �����ة ا��������� وا��و����� ����ب �� ��� ا���ر�� �� ��ل ا����
.�� ������� �� ا����� ا������ و�� ����� ا����
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Activities
Read the text carefully and answer the following questions:

1. Which system do we use to divide the prehistoric era?

2. What is prehistory concerned with?

3. What are the characteristics of prehistory?

4. What are the different kinds of pictographs? Give examples.

5. Why are pictographs important?

Further Reading
—Goodwin, A. J. H. “The Terminology of Prehistory”.  The South African Archaeological 
Bulletin, vol. 1, no. 4, pp. 91-100. DOI: 10.2307/3887518.

Sources
—Roe, Arthur Derek. Prehistory: An Introduction. University of California Press, 1970. 
Google Books,  books.google.dz/books

—“Dictionary”. Merriam-Webster, merriam-webster.com.

—Zamblera, Stefano. A Dongba Pictographs Dictionary with Iconographic Index Plates. 
Lulu Press, 2018. Google Books, www.google.dz/books/edition/_/zjdNDwAAQBAJ?
hl=en&gbpv=0.

—“Pictographs of the Stone Age”. Encyclopaedia of Stone Age Art, visual-arts-cork.com.

—U.S. National Archives. “Pictographs, Petroglyphs, Rock Art”. Pieces of History. National 
Archives, prologue.blogs.archives.gov/.

https://books.google.dz/books?hl=en&lr=&id=FoMVxQCxx24C&oi=fnd&pg=PA6&dq=definition+of+prehistory&ots=Cm44-0BoSr&sig=DbdKKtYRk0EIZiI778JzhpTKpfM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=true
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/everything-youve-ever-wanted-to-know-about-historic-and-historical#:~:text=It%20used%20to%20be%20that,used%20in%20the%20first%20place
https://www.google.dz/books/edition/_/zjdNDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.dz/books/edition/_/zjdNDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/

