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Editing an essay for unity

=» Keeping unity in an essay
One way to keep unity in an essay is to edit the outline for ideas that are not relevant o
the thesis statement or topic sentences, as you learned in Unit 9. Likewise, after you
have written the essay, it is helpful to review the text and look for ideas that do not
relate to the thesis or the topic sentences.

2 Read this thesis statement and main body paragraphs. The writer has begun to cross out
sentences that do not belong. There is still one large piece of the text that should be
removed because it isn’t relevant to the thesis. Can you find it? Compare your answer
with a partner. Then look at the edited version in exercise 6 on page 85.

Thesis statement: Sign language, the language used by many deaf
people, has a b00-year history.

The Tirst sign lan QUcihL for deaf people was developed in Europe in

the 1500s. In Spain, a man named Pedro de Ponce was the first pe;san
to teach deaf children using sign language. Another Spaniard, Juan
Pablo de Bonet, was the first person to write a book on teaching sign
language to deaf people. M
Another important teacher who influenced the %ova!oc hent of sign
language was a Frenchman named Abbé de LEpée. LEpée understood
that deaf people could communicate without speech. He started to
learn the signs used by a group of deaf people in Paris. Using these
signs, he developed a more complete French sign language. £EEpée-aise
L aR-FOHGIR - Another Frenchman, Louis Braille, also lived
during this time. He ;wented a system of reading and writing for blind
people, using raised bumps that can be felt with the fingers. In
Germany, a man named Samuel Heinicke was another important
teacher of the deaf during this time. However, he did not use sign
language for instruction. Instead, he preferred 1o teach the deaf 1o
understand other people by looking carefully at other people’s mouths
when they spoke. This is called lip or speech reading.

Speech reading became a popular way of teaching deaf in the United
States in the mid-1800s. Alexander Graham Bell, who invented ihe
telephone, was one of the strongest supporters of teaching dea
people to do speech reading. Bell became interested in de -fnesc and
teaching deaf people. With his interest in science and the production of
sound, he focused on ways of helping the deaf communicate with
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American Sign Language for deaf people (people who cannot hear)

listening tools and speech reading. He eventually opened & training
m\:sl for teachers of the deaf.
raeh-is-kRowh-about-the-use-ebsignlanguage-among-€os
people-in-the-United-States-betere-the-1800s- The early 1800s were an

mp@mﬂt perio d in the development of American Sign Language. In
1815, a man named Thomas Gallaudet became interested in teaching
deaf people. He travelled to Europe to study ways of communicating
with deaf people. He was twenty-seven years old at this time, and he
studied at a school for deaf students in Paris for several months. In
1817 Gallaudet returned to the United States, and he brought with him
Laurent Clerc, a deaf sign language teacher from Paris. Gallauget
started the first school for the deaf, and Clerc became the first sign
language tead er in the USA. The-school-called-the-Arnerican-Sehoolfor
the-Begt-still-oxisto-a-Hardord-Conneetieut American Sign Language
developed from the mixture of sighs used by deaf Americans and
French Sign Language. Today, it is used by more than 500,000 deaf

people in the United States and Canada. Abeut-twenbyrmition-people-a
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