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Part 1: Globalization and Post-Colonialism (30 min) 

1.1 Defining Globalization in the Post-Colonial Context 

Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness of the world, driven by advances 

in technology, communication, trade, and travel. It has led to the rapid exchange of goods, 

ideas, and cultures across national borders. In the post-colonial context, globalization is often 

viewed through a critical lens, as it is seen as a continuation of the economic and cultural 

domination that characterized the colonial era. 

For many post-colonial societies, globalization has brought both opportunities and 

challenges. On the one hand, globalization has allowed formerly colonized nations to 

participate in the global economy and to assert their cultural identities on the world stage. On 

the other hand, globalization has also reinforced patterns of economic inequality and cultural 

homogenization, as powerful multinational corporations and Western media continue to 

dominate global markets and influence cultural trends. 

Post-colonial literature often grapples with the complexities of globalization, exploring 

how the forces of global capitalism, migration, and technological change affect the lives of 

individuals and communities in the post-colonial world. Writers highlight the ways in which 

globalization can exacerbate existing inequalities, while also offering new possibilities for 

cross-cultural exchange and solidarity. 

In The Black Atlantic (1993), Paul Gilroy explores the cultural and historical connections 

between Africa, the Americas, and Europe, emphasizing the ways in which globalization has 

shaped the identities and experiences of the African diaspora. Gilroy’s concept of the "Black 

Atlantic" highlights the transnational flows of people, ideas, and cultures that have defined 



the experiences of black people in the post-colonial world, particularly in the context of the 

Atlantic slave trade and its legacies. 

In post-colonial literature, globalization is often portrayed as both a continuation of 

colonial forms of domination and a site of resistance and creativity. Writers explore how 

individuals and communities navigate the challenges of globalization, using literature as a 

means of imagining alternative futures that resist the homogenizing forces of global 

capitalism and assert the value of local cultures and identities. 

1.2 Economic Globalization and Neo-Colonialism 

One of the central critiques of globalization in post-colonial literature is the idea that it 

perpetuates neo-colonial forms of economic domination. Neo-colonialism refers to the ways 

in which former colonial powers and multinational corporations continue to exert economic 

control over post-colonial nations, often through exploitative trade agreements, debt 

dependency, and resource extraction. 

For many post-colonial writers and scholars, economic globalization represents a new 

form of imperialism, in which the wealth and resources of the Global South are siphoned off 

to benefit the Global North. Multinational corporations, particularly in industries such as 

mining, agriculture, and oil extraction, are often seen as the primary agents of this new form 

of exploitation, as they extract resources from post-colonial countries while providing little 

benefit to local communities. 

In A Small Place (1988), Jamaica Kincaid critiques the tourism industry in Antigua, 

highlighting how globalization and neo-colonialism have turned the island into a commodity 

for Western consumption. Kincaid’s essay exposes the ways in which global capitalism 

continues to exploit the people and resources of post-colonial nations, reducing their cultural 

heritage to mere attractions for tourists and their land to sites of economic exploitation. 

Similarly, in Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things (1997), the impact of globalization 

on local communities in Kerala, India, is explored through the characters’ struggles with 

economic inequality and the effects of global capitalism on their lives. Roy’s novel critiques 

the ways in which economic globalization reinforces existing class and caste divisions, while 

also highlighting the resilience of local cultures and traditions in the face of global pressures. 



1.3 Cultural Globalization and Hybridity 

Cultural globalization refers to the spread of cultural products, ideas, and practices across 

national borders, often facilitated by global media and communication technologies. While 

cultural globalization has the potential to foster cross-cultural exchange and understanding, it 

also raises concerns about the homogenization of culture and the erosion of local identities. 

In the post-colonial context, cultural globalization is often seen as a continuation of the 

cultural imperialism that characterized the colonial period. Western media, entertainment, 

and consumer culture dominate global markets, often displacing or marginalizing local 

cultural traditions. Post-colonial writers critique the ways in which cultural globalization 

reinforces the dominance of Western values and aesthetics, while also exploring the 

possibilities of hybridity and cross-cultural exchange. 

The concept of cultural hybridity, as articulated by Homi K. Bhabha, is central to 

understanding how post-colonial identities are shaped by the forces of globalization. 

Hybridity refers to the blending of different cultural influences to create new, hybrid forms of 

identity. In the context of globalization, hybridity can be seen as both a source of creativity 

and a site of tension, as individuals and communities navigate the complexities of living 

between multiple cultural worlds. 

In Zadie Smith’s White Teeth (2000), the theme of cultural hybridity is explored through 

the experiences of migrant families in London. Smith’s novel highlights the ways in which 

globalization and migration create hybrid identities, as characters navigate the intersections of 

race, ethnicity, and culture in a multicultural city. The novel reflects the broader theme of 

hybridity in post-colonial literature, emphasizing the possibilities of cultural exchange and 

transformation in the globalized world. 

 

Part 2: Migration, Diaspora, and Post-Colonial Identities (30 min) 

2.1 Migration and the Post-Colonial Condition 

Migration is a central theme in post-colonial literature, reflecting the movement of people 

across borders in the wake of colonialism. The legacy of colonialism has often led to 



significant migration flows, as individuals and communities leave their home countries in 

search of better economic opportunities, safety, or freedom. This movement is often shaped 

by the enduring inequalities and power dynamics established during the colonial period. 

For many post-colonial subjects, migration involves a profound sense of displacement, as 

they navigate the challenges of leaving behind familiar cultural, social, and linguistic 

environments and entering new, often hostile, spaces. Post-colonial literature frequently 

explores the psychological and emotional toll of migration, highlighting the ways in which 

migrants struggle to find a sense of belonging and identity in their new countries. 

In Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses (1988), the experiences of migration and 

displacement are central to the novel’s exploration of identity and belonging. The novel’s 

protagonists, Gibreel Farishta and Saladin Chamcha, are both Indian migrants living in 

England, and their experiences of migration are marked by alienation, transformation, and the 

search for identity. Rushdie’s portrayal of migration reflects the broader theme of hybridity in 

post-colonial literature, as characters navigate the tensions between their cultural heritage and 

their new lives in a globalized world. 

Post-colonial literature also explores the ways in which migration is shaped by global 

economic inequalities and political instability. In many cases, migrants are forced to leave 

their home countries due to poverty, war, or environmental degradation, all of which are 

often linked to the legacies of colonialism and neo-colonialism. Writers highlight the 

precariousness of migrant life, as individuals face discrimination, exploitation, and 

marginalization in their new countries. 

In Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah (2013), the protagonist Ifemelu migrates 

from Nigeria to the United States in search of better opportunities, but she finds herself 

grappling with issues of race, identity, and belonging in her new environment. Adichie’s 

novel explores the complexities of migration in the post-colonial world, highlighting the 

ways in which global economic inequalities shape the experiences of migrants and their 

struggles to maintain a sense of cultural identity in the face of assimilation pressures. 

2.2 Diaspora and the Politics of Identity 



Diaspora refers to the dispersion of people from their homeland to multiple countries or 

regions, often as a result of migration, war, or colonialism. In the post-colonial context, 

diaspora is a key theme, as writers explore how individuals and communities maintain 

connections to their homeland while navigating the challenges of living in a foreign country. 

Post-colonial literature often portrays the complexities of diasporic identity, highlighting 

the tensions between belonging and alienation, home and exile. For many diasporic 

individuals, identity is not fixed or singular but rather fluid and hybrid, shaped by multiple 

cultural influences and the experience of living between worlds. 

In Brick Lane (2003) by Monica Ali, the protagonist Nazneen is a Bangladeshi woman 

living in London, and her experiences of migration and diaspora are marked by a sense of 

dislocation and longing for home. Ali’s novel reflects the broader theme of diaspora in post-

colonial literature, as characters struggle to maintain connections to their cultural heritage 

while adapting to life in a new country. 

Diasporic literature often grapples with the question of cultural preservation, as writers 

explore how diasporic communities navigate the pressures of assimilation while maintaining 

their cultural traditions. In many cases, diasporic individuals and communities create new 

forms of cultural expression that blend elements of their homeland culture with the influences 

of their new environment, reflecting the hybrid nature of diasporic identity. 

The politics of identity is central to diasporic literature, as writers explore how issues of 

race, ethnicity, and nationality shape the experiences of diasporic individuals. Diasporic 

identities are often marked by a sense of double consciousness, as individuals navigate the 

tensions between their own cultural identity and the dominant identity of their new country. 

This sense of fragmentation and ambivalence is a key theme in many post-colonial migration 

narratives. 

2.3 The Return to the Homeland: Memory and Nostalgia 

The theme of returning to the homeland is a common motif in post-colonial literature, as 

diasporic individuals often grapple with the desire to reconnect with their cultural roots. 

However, the return to the homeland is often fraught with complexity, as the homeland has 



often changed in the migrant’s absence, and the individual may no longer feel a sense of 

belonging. 

In post-colonial literature, the return to the homeland is often portrayed as a journey of 

memory and nostalgia, as characters seek to reconcile their past with their present. The 

homeland may represent a lost paradise, a place of cultural and spiritual significance that has 

been disrupted by the forces of colonialism and globalization. However, the return is often 

marked by a sense of disappointment or disillusionment, as the realities of the homeland no 

longer align with the idealized memories of the past. 

In Season of Migration to the North (1966) by Tayeb Salih, the protagonist Mustafa 

Sa’eed returns to Sudan after living in England, and his experiences reflect the complexities 

of navigating between the cultural worlds of the colonizer and the colonized. Salih’s novel 

explores the psychological and emotional toll of living between worlds, highlighting the ways 

in which migration and diaspora shape the identities of post-colonial subjects. 

Similarly, in Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake (2003), the protagonist Gogol Ganguli 

grapples with his identity as the child of Bengali immigrants in the United States, and his 

return to India is marked by a sense of ambivalence and disconnection. Lahiri’s novel reflects 

the broader theme of memory and nostalgia in diasporic literature, as characters seek to 

reconnect with their cultural roots while navigating the complexities of living in a globalized 

world. 

 

Part 3: Case Study of Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (30 min) 

3.1 Migration and Identity in Americanah 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah is one of the most important works of post-

colonial literature to explore the theme of migration and identity in the context of 

globalization. The novel tells the story of Ifemelu, a Nigerian woman who migrates to the 

United States, and her experiences of navigating issues of race, culture, and belonging in her 

new environment. 



One of the central themes of Americanah is the way in which migration shapes identity, 

particularly for individuals from post-colonial societies. Ifemelu’s experiences in the United 

States force her to confront the realities of race in America, leading her to question her sense 

of self and her place in the world. The novel highlights the ways in which migration disrupts 

fixed notions of identity, as Ifemelu navigates the complexities of being both Nigerian and 

American. 

Adichie’s portrayal of migration reflects the broader theme of hybridity in post-colonial 

literature, as Ifemelu’s identity is shaped by her experiences of living between two cultures. 

The novel explores how globalization creates new forms of identity that are fluid and hybrid, 

reflecting the ways in which individuals and communities are shaped by the forces of 

migration and cross-cultural exchange. 

3.2 The Politics of Race and Diaspora 

In Americanah, Adichie also explores the politics of race in the context of diaspora, 

particularly through Ifemelu’s experiences as a black African woman in the United States. 

The novel highlights the ways in which race shapes the experiences of diasporic individuals, 

as Ifemelu navigates the complexities of racial identity in a country where race plays a central 

role in social and political life. 

Adichie critiques the ways in which race is often framed in binary terms in the United 

States, emphasizing the differences between the experiences of African Americans and 

African immigrants. The novel highlights the complexities of diasporic identity, as Ifemelu 

grapples with her own sense of belonging and the ways in which her identity is shaped by 

both her Nigerian heritage and her experiences in America. 

Through Ifemelu’s story, Americanah explores the broader theme of race and diaspora in 

post-colonial literature, highlighting the ways in which race and migration intersect to shape 

the identities of individuals and communities in the globalized world. 

3.3 The Return to Nigeria: Home and Belonging 

In Americanah, Ifemelu’s return to Nigeria after living in the United States is a central 

aspect of the novel’s exploration of migration and identity. The return to Nigeria is marked 



by a sense of both homecoming and dislocation, as Ifemelu navigates the changes that have 

taken place in her homeland during her absence. 

Adichie’s portrayal of Ifemelu’s return reflects the broader theme of memory and 

nostalgia in post-colonial literature, as characters seek to reconnect with their cultural roots 

while grappling with the realities of a homeland that has been transformed by the forces of 

globalization. The novel highlights the complexities of returning to the homeland after 

migration, emphasizing the ways in which home and belonging are shaped by both personal 

memory and broader social and political changes. 

 

Conclusion 

In this lecture, we have explored the future of post-colonial literature in the context of 

globalization, migration, and diaspora, focusing on how post-colonial writers engage with the 

complexities of living in an increasingly interconnected world. Through the works of 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Salman Rushdie, Zadie Smith, and others, we examined how 

globalization shapes the identities and experiences of individuals and communities in the 

post-colonial world. 

We discussed the ways in which globalization perpetuates neo-colonial forms of economic 

and cultural domination, while also offering new possibilities for cross-cultural exchange and 

hybrid identities. Through the case study of Americanah, we explored how Adichie portrays 

the experiences of migration, race, and belonging in the context of the Nigerian diaspora. 

As we conclude this course on post-colonial writing, it is important to recognize the 

ongoing relevance of post-colonial literature in addressing the challenges and opportunities of 

the globalized world. Post-colonial writers continue to engage with the legacies of 

colonialism while imagining new futures that resist the forces of globalization and assert the 

value of cultural diversity, resilience, and resistance. 

Evaluation Task: Analyze the theme of migration and diaspora in Americanah by 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, focusing on how the novel portrays the complexities of identity, 

race, and belonging in the context of globalization (1000 words). 



 


