
Unit 4: 
 
“Requiring, forbidding, permi6ng: The most useful ethical 
vocabulary 
 
Even when you know what ethics is, you s2ll need a way of explaining your 
posi2on on issues. Sure you can use words like “right,” “wrong,” “evil,” “bad,” 
“good,” and so on, but they’re not very precise. It’s best to be as precise as 
you can in ethical maBers, because they’re hard enough to solve without 
confusing words. 
The best vocabulary for classifying any posi2on, ac2on, or character trait is to 
put it one of three classes: “ethically required,” “ethically permiBed,” and 
“ethically forbidden.” These three classifica2ons fill the gaps leG by simple 
dis2nc2ons between good/bad, right/wrong, and so on. (Keep in mind that” 
 
“because ethics and morality are one and the same, we could have just as 
easily used “morally” required, permiBed, and forbidden. See the earlier 
sec2on “Avoiding the piMall of separa2ng ethics and morality” for more 
informa2on.) 
Consider the ethical issue of capital punishment for murderers. People’s 
posi2ons vary, but usually they think it’s either right or wrong. Those who 
think it’s wrong don’t have a difficult 2me making their point. They think 
people ought to be forbidden from performing capital punishment. But the 
crowd that thinks capital punishment is right has some explaining to do. 
“Right” could mean two different things that you have to disentangle. 
It can mean that society is ethically required to kill all murderers, which 
would be a strangely absolu2st view. 
It also can mean that society is ethically permiBed to kill some murderers for 
their crimes if the circumstances are awful enough. Most supporters of 
capital punishment hold this posi2on. Just using the term “right” can cause 
one to overlook the differences between these two conflic2ng posi2ons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 حابملاو روظحملاو بجاولا :ةیمھأ رثكلأا ةیقلاخلأا تادرفملا"
 
 ایاضقلا نم كفقوم حرشل ةقیرط ىلإ ةجاحب لازت لا ،قلاخلأا يھ ام فرعت امدنع ىتح
 "ءيس" و "رش" و "أطخ" و "باوص" لثم تاملك مادختسا كنكمی دیكأتلاب .اھب ةقلعتملا
 ردق اقیقد نوكت نأ لضفلأا نم .امامت ةقیقد تسیل لظت اھنكل ،كلذ ىلإ امو "دیج" و
 .تاحلطصملا طلخ نود اھلحل يفكی امب ةبعص اھنلأ ،ةیقلاخلأا روملأا يف ناكملإا
 نم ةدحاو يف اھجاردإ يھ ةیصخش ةمس وأ لعف وأ فقوم يأ فینصتل تادرفملا لضفأ
 هذھ لأمت ."ایقلاخأ عونمم" و "ایقلاخأ ھب حومسم" و "ایقلاخأ بولطم" :تائف ثلاث
 / باوصلاو ،ئیسلا / دیجلا نیب ةطیسبلا قورفلا اھتفلخ يتلا تاوجفلا ةثلاثلا تافینصتلا
  .كلذ ىلإ امو ،أطخلا

 
 يوطنیل "ایقلاخأ" مادختسا انناكمإب ناك ،ادحاو ائیش ابیرقت امھ اقیتلإاو قلاخلأا نلأو"
 قزأم بنجت" قباسلا مسقلا رظنا .طیسب لكشب عونممو ھب حومسمو بولطم وھ ام ىلع
 .تامولعملا نم دیزمل "اقیتلإاو قلاخلأا نیب لصفلا
 فقاوم فلتخت .ةلتقلل ةبسنلاب مادعلإا ةبوقع يف ةلثمتملا ةیقلاخلأا ةیضقلا انھ لمأتنلو
 نیذلا كئلوأف .أطخ وأ باوص امإ اھنأ نودقتعی ام ةداع مھنكل ،ةلأسملا هذھ يف سانلا
 بجی ھنأ نودقتعی مھنإ .مھرظن ةھجو حیضوت يف ةبوعص نودجی لا أطخ اھنأ نودقتعی
 باوص مادعلإا ةبوقع نأ دقتعی يذلا فنصلا نكل .مادعلإا ةبوقع ذیفنت نم سانلا عنم
 بجی نیفلتخم نیئیش "باوص" ةملك ينعت دق .اھب نوجاحی يتلا تاریسفتلا ضعب مھیدل

 .امھنیب لصفلا كیلع
 ةقلطم رظن ةھجو يھو ،ةلتقلا عیمج لتقب ایقلاخأ بلاطم عمتجملا نأ كلذ ينعی نأ نكمی
 ببسب ةلتقلا ضعب لتقب ایقلاخأ ھل حومسم عمتجملا نأ ينعی نأ نكمی امك .بیرغ لكشب
 اذھ نونبتی مادعلإا ةبوقع يدیؤم مظعم .حضاو لكشب ةعورم فورظلا تناك اذإ مھمئارج
 نع ىضاغتی ءرملا لعجی نأ نكمی "باوص" حلطصم مادختسا درجمف .فقوملا
 .نیبراضتملا نیفقوملا نیذھ نیب تافلاتخلاا
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Iden&fying Arguments for Being Ethical 
 
During your studies of ethics, you probably have wondered about 
the most basic quesCon of all: Why be ethical? Without an answer 
to this quesCon, you don’t have a lot of reason to conCnue reading 
this book! So this secCon looks at the two basic responses to help 
you get ethically moCvated. 
 
Why be ethical 101: It pays off! 
People oOen ask, “Why should I be ethical?” And there’s at least 
one answer that never seems to go out of style: Ethics can be in 
your self-interest. In other words, ethics pays off. In the real world, 
people tend to get annoyed when you steal their stuff, murder their 
friends, and cheat on them. As a consequence, they tend to do 
things like call the cops, try to murder you in return, or take your 
kids and move to Idaho. Things don’t look so rosy when you fail to 
be ethical at least on a basic level. 
Although some ethical rules and pracCces may put a serious 
damper on a good party, by and large people who follow those 
rules tend to live in harmony with those around them. Doing so 
creates[…]” 
 
“The ethical life also can pay off in other ways. Barring some bad 
luck along the way, ethical people oOen have less stress in their 
lives than unethical people. They don’t have to worry about the 
stress of hiding lies (or bodies!). Ethical people also seem capable of 
living happier, more fulfilled social lives. They even can develop 
much richer relaConships with those around them because those 
people trust the ethical person to do what’s right — and not to 
throw them under a bus whenever it may be more profitable. 
 
 If you don’t believe us, consider the words that famous English 
philosopher Thomas Hobbes used to describe life where people 
hadn’t come together to cooperate in an ethical manner: “Solitary, 
poor, nasty, bruCsh, and short.” Hobbes believed that choosing a 



sovereign to judge right from wrong allowed human beings to come 
out of that nasty and unwelcoming state in order to live together 
and create things. This arrangement would be much more in your 
self-interest than would living in the bruCsh state of nature. Refer 
to Chapter 9 for more on Hobbes. 
Hobbes’s point also leads to an addiConal reason to be ethical: Even 
if your own life[…]” 
 

 :ایقلاخأ ناسنلاا نوكی نلأ ةیعادلا ججحلا ضعب دیدحت"
 
 تاذلا ىلع دوعت ةحلصمو ةعفنم قلاخلأا يف /أ

 
 نأ نكمی قلاخلأا نأ وھ "ایقلاخأ نوكت نأ بجی اذامل" لاؤسلا نع رشابملا باوجلا لعل
 ملاعلا يف .اھرامث يتؤت قلاخلأا نأ كش لا ،ىرخأ ةرابعبو .ةیتاذلا كتحلصم يف نوكت
 .مھعدختو مھئاقدصأ لتقتو مھضارغأ قرست امدنع جاعزنلاا ىلإ سانلا لیمی ،يقیقحلا
 يف كلتق ةلواحم وأ ،ةطرشلا لاجر ءاعدتسا لثم ءایشأب مایقلا ىلإ نولیمی ،كلذل ةجیتنو
 لشفت امدنع ةیاغلل ةلھس روملأا ودبت لا .رخآ ناكم ىلإ لاقتنلااو كلافطأ ذخأ وأ ،لباقملا
 .يساسلأا ىوتسملا ىلع لقلأا ىلع ایقلاخأ نوكت نأ يف
 ،ةعتمم ةایح ریطخ لكشب طبثت دق ةیقلاخلأا تاسرامملاو دعاوقلا ضعب نأ نم مغرلا ىلع
  .مھلوح نم عم مائو يف شیعلا ىلإ نولیمی دعاوقلا هذھ نوعبتی نیذلا صاخشلأا نأ لاإ
 ئیسلا ظحلا ضعب ءانثتساب .ىرخأ قرطب اھرامث يتؤت نأ نكمی اضیأ ةیقلاخلأا ةایحلا"
 نم مھتایح يف لقأ اطوغض نییقلاخلأا صاخشلأا ىدل نوكی ام ابلاغ ،ةایحلا يف
 نأ ودبی .بیذاكلأا ءافخإ طوغض نأشب اقلق نودجی نییقلاخلأاف .نییقلاخلأا ریغ صاخشلأا
 ىتح .اعابشإو ةداعس رثكأ ةیعامتجا ةایح شیع ىلع اضیأ نیرداق نییقلاخلأا صاخشلأا
 يف نوقثی سانلا ءلاؤھ نلأ مھلوح نم عم ءارث رثكأ تاقلاع ریوطت نوعیطتسی مھنأ
 رثكأ كلذ ناك املك مھكرتو مھلھاجت سیلو - باوص وھ امب مایقلل يقلاخلأا صخشلا
 زبوھ ساموت ریھشلا يزیلجنلإا فوسلیفلا اھمدختسا يتلا تاملكلا يف ركف .ةیحبر
 ،ةریقف ،ةلزعنم اھنأب" :ةیقلاخأ ةقیرطب نواعتلل اھیف سانلا عمتجی مل اذإ ةایحلا فصول

 حمس لطابلاب سیلو قحلاب مكحلل اكلِمَ رایتخا نأ زبوھ دقتعا ."ةریصقو ،ةشحوتمُ ،ةئیس
 ةایحلا لعجو اعم شیعلا لجأ نم اھب بحرملا ریغو ةئیسلا ةلاحلا كلت نم جورخلاب رشبلل
 يف شیعلا نم ریثكب رثكأ ةیصخشلا كتحلصم يف شیعلا نم طمنلا اذھ نوكیس .ةنكمم
 "..ةیشحولا ةعیبطلا ةلاح


