Unit 1:

“Approaching Ethics: What Is It and Why Should You Care?
In This Chapter

Surveying fundamental ethical definitions and distinctions you need to know
Understanding why you should be ethical

Determining what’s involved in making a commitment to an ethical life

You probably wouldn’t try to make a cake without ingredients, pots, and pans,
right? Well the same goes for making a recipe for an ethical life. You have to
know some things before you start cooking. And although living an ethical life
isn’t always easy, the basic tools are easy to master.

This chapter starts with some basics regarding ethics to help you get a better
grasp of the subject. We help you by clarifying some basic distinctions that
quickly emerge”

“in your study of ethics. We also explain why being ethical is important. We
finish the chapter with a discussion of what’s involved in making a commitment
to living an ethical life. Consider this chapter your jumping-off point into the
wonderful world of ethics.

Knowing the Right Words: Ethical Vocabulary

Although ethics and morality are essential parts of human life, not many
people understand how to talk about them. Good, evil, right, wrong, great, and
bad: Who could possibly sort through all that mess? Getting a firm grasp on
these words and distinctions is important so you don’t fall into any
misunderstandings later. The following sections explain important ethics
vocabulary words and how to use them.

Focusing on should and ought

Fortunately you don’t really need to sort through lots of different terms. In fact,
most of ethics and morality can be boiled down to one simple concept that can
be expressed using the words should and ought. “Good” or “right” actions are
actions that you ought to do. “Bad” character traits are ones you should try not
to develop.”



“Evil” traits are those you should really try to avoid. Isn’t it cool how just these
two words can unify so many ethical concepts?

To clearly understand what ethics means in terms of should and ought,
consider this example: Most people are comfortable considering what science
is about. Science tries to figure out the way the world is, was, or will be. The
following are all scientific questions (some easier to answer than others):
What will be the effect of detonating a nuclear weapon in a major city?

What led to the extinction of the dodo bird?

Is there a beer in the fridge?

Ethics isn’t just about the way the world is. Sure, you have to know a lot about
how the world works to answer ethical questions, but ethics is about
something a little more ambitious than science. It’s about the way the world
ought to be or should be. Focusing on how the world should be gives ethical
guestions a different nature altogether. Ethical questions look more like this:
Ought we to be detonating nuclear weapons around large numbers of people?
Should endangered species be protected from human hunting?

Should | really have that last beer]...]”

“Lots of people miss the point about ethical discussions because they assume
“ought” questions are really “is” questions. How many times have you heard
someone defend his unjust actions by saying “Yeah, well, life isn’t fair?” That
person may be right about how the world works, but that doesn’t mean it
should continue to work that way. And in all likelihood, he’s contributing to
keeping the world in a way that it ought not to be. The world may not be fair,
but it should be.

You probably have a big question dawning on you right about now: How do | find
out what | ought to do? It’s a great question; it’s the subject of the rest of this
book.
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