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PLANNING FOR A STANDARD LANGUAGE IN MODERN NORWAY

Einar Haugen
University of Wisconsin

During the past century Norway has been the scene of an unusually in-
teresting experiment in language planning. Ideas concerning linguistic en-
gineering have here reached out from the quiet studies of linguists to the
market place, where they have affected every citizen and his children. Little
by little an avalanche has been set in motion which is still sliding and which
no one quite knows how to stop, even though many would like to do so. When
the movement began, Norway had a stable written language; today it is bles-
sed with twe competing ones, neither of which is stable. One of themn claims
to be the more civilized, the other the more Norwegian, Whatever truth
these claims may contain, they leave the average Norwegian in the confusing
position of not being quite sure whether he can manage to be both .,

By language planning [ underatand the activity of preparing a normative

. and y for the guidance of writers and
speakers in a spoach .1 In this ical ap-
plication of linguistic wo are beyond lin-

guistics into an are: ;ment must be exercised in the form of
choices among available linguistic forms. Planning implies an attempt to
guide the development of a language in a direction desired by the plannera.
It meana not anly predicting the future on the basis of available knowledge
concerning the past, but a deliberate effort to influence it. In most coun-

has usually taken place at a
small and standards of conformity
not rigid. It has been shaped by the speech habits of a social élite which
was also a governing class and automatically established its own paiterns

8 normative for the whole nation.? g 'standard' language has
had two mutually supporting aspec one hand a generally accepted
orthography, and on the other a prestige dialect imitated by the socially
ambitious .

The Norwegian experiment, however, has been conducted on a national
scale and in recent times. It has been guided by men with considerable
linguistic sophistication, in the full light of social eriticism, and under the
conatant and sup of a public opinion. It has
been done at a time of universal literacy and enforced orthographic conform-
ity through the school system.? The language planners have sought delib-

paet the status quo by rejecting the lingulatic models of their
ve the nation a lan which should
pre. .on of its national individuality. The resulting bitter-
and confusion have furnished atriking evidence of the problems involved
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